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family living is Mr. Geo. H. Wrilson, ac-
couritant in the B3ank of Montreal.

lIn January, 1834, lie was articled to
the law in the office of Baldwin and
Sullivan. He wvas there a diligent
student, and wvas called to the Bar in
Triiiity Terni, 1839, remainlig iii the mani-
ageniieiit of tlîe office for Hon, Robert
B aldwin until hie went into partnership
with tiîat erminent mnx iii jantarv, 1840.
This partnership cotitited tint il 1 849
whien it was dis.olved, Mr. Baldvin re-
tiring froni the practice of the profession.

ftvwas appointed a Qucen's Counisel iii
i S5o. In thej. e year Mr. Wilson
fortiwd a partnieishilp witlî Dr. Larratt
'%V. Siniith, and sttlsequtlyit) witli Mvr.
Johin Hector, Q).c., whiicli continued un-
tiI 1 856, lîna paurnerslhip was forrned
witli (noî> l-ion. Mr- j ustice Patterson
and Mr. Janmes Beaty. Q.C.

Nir. Wilson, wlio now applied lxiniself
to Counsel business only, tlîougli bis
clients were mni y, found time for pub-
lic affaîrs and took a lively, ijiterest iii
thec politics of the day, being thien allied
withi triat party thiat %vas led li *b )is
partner and friend Mr. Baldwinx. He
took arr intelligent and earnest interest in
municipal affairs ; and was, it nîay trulv
lie said, the best municipal lawyer iii

Ontario, at a tlime whien nmunicipal ad-
ninstration wvas flot as well tinderstood
as now.

In4 1859 and i86o, lie sat as Mayor
for the city of Toronto, hiavirig been
the first Mayir elected by thie general
vote. Mayor Wilson may also be said to
have been the first practical municipal
reformer Toronto ever lîad. lie entered
with zeal into ail tlîings pertaining to city
interests, and met with the usual copflicts,
mirsinterpretations anrd misrepresentations
of those set upon reforming abuses. The
people at large supported bun thrbughioût,
and lie was eminently successful. Ho con.
solidated tlîe city by-laws, then in inde.

scribable confusion, and fii.11y organized
the Munlictpal îachinery. He also took
a marked interest in the police, and coni.
piled for thein a handy book of law on
the - Office of Constable," wlîich bas
been a standard book of reference ever
since. I-le liad the honour of receiving,
as Mayor of the city, His Royal Higli.
ness the Prince of Wales in i86o, and
everything so far as Toronto %vas con-
cerned passed off satisfacto-ily.

In 1856 Mr, 'Wilson wvas appointed vne
of tiie conimrissioners for consolidatixw
the statutes. To thîs lie applied Iii.
self îtir bis tusual zeal and industry un -

til the wvo-k was coniplete. Not en

ient %vith munnicipal hionours, he entered
into thie larger field of Canadian poli-
tics, andtin je86o wvas clected as mni-
ber for the N orthx Riding of York iii the
Parlianient of OId Canada. He repre-
sented duit consti! -ncy unitil lus appoint.
nient to the B3cnch inii x63. Dilring part
of tlîis period, Iin 1862, lie lield the office of
Solicitoi Gerieral and Execuitive Couti-
cillor in the Johin Sandfield Macdonîald
admîinistration. Appointed in the fit-st
place to the Court of Queen's Bencli, lie
only reina'ined tlhere a few montlis %vlen
lie werît to the Conînon Pleas, changirîg
places wvitlî Mr. justice Morrison. He
afterwards %vent back to thteQiieenýs Boendi
along w'itiiIIon. Chief Justice Sir Wni.
Richards, at the tinte wvhen Mr. justice
Hagarty becanie the Cliief justice of the
Conimon Pleas. Thus for the second
tinue inii î68 hie too< lus seat in the latter
court. He becanue Chief justice of the
Co1111on1 Plous il' 1878, and of the Queen's
I3encit Iin 1884.

Always regarded as a sound and
able lawyer, painstaking and industri.
ous to a great dcgree, most fearless
and conscientious in the discharge of bis
duties, as weIl in bis judicial capacitv as
wollas olsewliere, he wvas distinguished for
his neyer faiiing courtesy to tlîe Bar and


