
REMINISCENCES POLITICAL AND OTLLERWLSE

ada were prepared for the larger step
of political union, and the conse-
quenlc is that miy views came far
short of what lie was expecting.
Nevertheless, lie muade no objection
and the time passed at the Grange
mnost agreeably. Ilis wife was ex-
eeedingly pleasant, a-ad "Chun", the
butter, was wonderfily ait faut with
fris duties. Breakfast took place at
nine olovk and dinner at sevoin and
ail things surroundiug the Grange
wcre orderly and well appointed. Ln
discussion of Englisli politivs -Ur.

Gold inmitli was extremely vigor-
ous and outspoken in fris criticisins.
Ile understood English pelitios per-
fectly, but lie accompanied his
knowledge of them witli strange pre-
judice against inany of those who
were taking part in flie affairs. He
maintained a most careful relation-
ship witli Lord Rosebery with whomi
lie was corrcspconding regularly and
lic was full of the most extraordinary
stories about ail the great men ef
Europe, ineluding Napoleon MI, in
fact one miglit go for a long tinie
amnong the men of Canada and net
meet one wlio was s0 perfectly fa-
iniliar with ail matters of a promninent
character. His reak were often
axiomnatie and extrermely vigoreus.
lie was tail, extremely thin, and pro-
duced the impression of a person who
hiad spent fris wliole life iu the mnidst
ef mnatters of importance.

As a literary man, lie liad searcely
an equal in the English-speaking
world. Hua writiugs were perfect;
the use of the riglit word was always
fris and lis sentences were balanced
witl grace and case sucli as cliaracter-
ized ne other writer of lis day. lie
lad wealth, largely threngli his wif e,
and was able to speud the latter
part of his life iu perfect comfort and
luxury and engage hin»self in all mat-
ters of a benevolent and useful char-
acer.

Prom this beginuing in 1888 1 cou-
tiuued visiting bis house iuntil fthe
pear before lis death, always enjoy-
ing te the fuilest exteut fthe eppor-

tunity presenited for obtaIiingii bis
views on ail miatters. Mr. liati, biis

sertrwas enigaged for a nuniber
of years anid was always ready for his
fask, but often, instead et being ei-
ployed in literary work, flaultain was

all i ponl1 by tie hiour te listen to lis
varioius anecdotes and observations on
iatters and men ini genevral.

On this flr-st visit te Mr. Snii lie
aeompaniod nie te Niagara-on-the-
Lake, whierc there was a meeting of
the C'hautauqua, and the aftcrnoon
was to beý dovoted te the sulbjeet of
Caniadianl Reciprovity. Th'lesekr
were Mr. Wimnan, mly-self and last,
Mfr. Ooldwin Smithi. Lt was a very
large kiscnmbly et persons. The day
was extraînely fine and considerable
interest was taken lu the matter.

Thiis ýwas neot the flrst occasion on
whirh L hiad met Mr. Erastus Wimian.
ILe liad been îdeutifled for somne cou-
siderable length of finie lu the dis-
cu11ssion of Uunrestrieted( Reciprocity in
Canada, and previeus te flua 1 liad
miet hiim in Quebee, where lie had
comie te lecture during the time thie
Interprovincial Ceonference was lield
there li 1887. At that tume a person
was perteetly Juastifled iii pinning his
faitli te Mr. Erastus Wimau on ac-
count ot the power which lie wielded
in both the United States and in Can-
ada. [He was reputed extremely
weaitlyv by beinig a partuer lu Duni,
Wiman & Co. and lis share ofthfe
lucome in that greaf coucerul was, at
least eighty thousand dollars a ycar.
Hie was a man of great euergy and
preseufed any question wlich hie un-
dertook te deal with iu a most inter-
esting mauner sud the wlole cliar-,
acter efthe man was fulil ot geucrous
instincts and tlie desire te make hlmi-
self agreeable sud useful te every per-
son witli wliom lie came in contact,
and his advocacy ot reciprocity be-
fweeu fIe 'United States sud Canada
was toreible and able, but le lacked
the abllity te keep witlmn certain
bouuds aud te recoguize certain prin-
ciples of prejudice sud intereaf whieli
characterized the Canadian people.


