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they found, that the Dionondadies, who live 
near Missilimakinak, had almost concluded 
a Peace with the Five Nations, and that the 
rest of their Allies were like to follow their 
Example: Some of these Nations had been at 
Montreal, and at their Return forwarded the 
Peace, that thereby they might be at Lilwrty 
to go to Albany; for they informed their 
Neighbours, that the Five Nations had in- 
tirely shut up the Path to Montreal ; and be­
sides that, the French were not in a Condi­
tion to supply them, for they had nothing for 
themselves, not so much as a Drop of strong 
Spirits. If these Nations bad, at that Time, 
deserted the French, it might probably have 
put an End to the French Colony ; for as the 
Lands of Canada barely produce sufficient for 
the Subsistence of its Inhabitants, the oidy 
Means they have of purchasing Cloathing and 
other Necessaries is by their Trade with the 
Indians. The French likewise had been in 
Danger of greater Mischief by the Peace, for 
these Nations being at War with the Five 
Nations, and lying on the Hack of them, 
obliged the Five Nations to keep always 
a very considerable Part of their Force at 
home, to defend themselves against these 
Nations, and to revenge the Injuries they re­
ceived from them ; but if the Peace had been 
concluded with these Nations, the Five Na­
tions could have turned their whole Force 
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