PREFACE

tions overseas, he submits, only weakens the
main attack and the final victory. At the
present moment, outside of her armies for
defense in England and for offense in Flan-
ders, Great Britain is supporting armies in
Egypt, German East Africa, Salonika, and
Mesopotamia. No one who has seen in
actual being one of these vast expeditions,
any one of which in the past would have
commanded the interest of the entire world,
can appreciate how seriously they cripple
the main offensive. Each robs it of hundreds
of thousands of men needed in the trenches,
of the transports required to carry those
men, of war-ships to convoy them, of hospital
ships to mend them, of medical men, medical
stores, aeroplanes, motor-trucks, ambulances,
machine-guns, field-guns, siege-guns, and mil-
lions upon millions of rounds of ammuni-
tion.

Transports that from neutral ports should
be carrying bully beef, grain, and munitions,
are lying idle at a rent per day of many hun-
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