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mit to them, he met the difficulties rcfulting ^rorrt

this multiplication of expence, by contriving a new
fccurity for new emififjons of alTjgnats.

For this purpofe the fyftem of terror was adopretl

in its fullcrt extent, merely as a meafure of finance,

i.i which view Robefpierre undoubtedly confidered it

;

and fuch was the fuccefs of his horrible profcripiions,

that in fome inftanccs the very fame eftates have

aftually been three times confifcated and fold again.

The afilgnats ifliied were but a fore of bills of ex-

change, drawn on the Revolutionary Tribunal, and
paid by the Guillotine, which Robefpierre is faid to

have called tifi engine for coi}nng money.

In this way, as fjon as rlie inferior and fubaltern

robbers of their country were grown rich enough to

be worih plundering, the Guillotine transferred their

wealth to the Statt;, and furnifhed the fecurity wanted

for new emiffions of aOignats : this fanguinary con-

trivance had the defired clTedt on the infatuated mul-
titude, who imagined that ihcir value would not alter,

at lealt in the interior of the Republic, as long as

they could find any demagogues to load with riches

one day, and to plunder on the next. It was by

this terrible round of confifcaiions, dilapidations of

public wealth, executions, and emifTions of new pa-

per, that the credit of the afilgnats was fupported for

more than a year, and ihe Republic was adually

enabled to provifion her fourteen armies at a cheaper

rate, though with paper money, than the Allies could

their forces with fptcie. To produce this political

miracle, coft Robefpierre nothing more than a decla-

ration that half the property of France was to change

its owners by violent means. .

However, thofe who v^eie thus enriched, not find-

ing themleivfs at all more fccure tiian thofe who were

fuffered to retain their property, began of courfc to

unite v/ith ihi^ia for the deliruflion ot a tyrant equally

dangerous to boili; alnofl a year elapicd before the
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