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These wer^^ the leading incidents of Montero's

campaign in the Crow country. The united

parties now celebrated the 4th of July, in rough

hunters' style, with hearty conviviality ; after

which Captain Bonneville made his final arrange-

ments. Leavini; Montero with a briijade of

trappers to open another campaign, he put him-

self at the head of the residue of his men, and

Bet off on liis return to civiHzed life. AVe shall

not detail his journey along the course of the

Nebraska, and so, from point to point of the

wilderness, until he and his band reached tho

frontier settlements on the 22d of August.

Here, according to his own account, his caval-

cade might have been taken for a procession of

tatterdemalion savages ; for the men were ragged

almost to nakedness, and had contracted a wild-

ness of aspect during three yoars of wandering

m the wilderness. A few hours in a populous

town, however, produced a magical metamor-

phosis. Hats of the most ample brim and long-

est nap ; coats with buttons that shone like mir-

rors, and pantaloons of the most ample plenitude,

took place of the well-worn trapper's equipments

;

and the happy wearers might be seen strolling

about hi all directions, scattering their silver like

sailors just from a cruise.

The worthy captain, however, seems by no

means to have shared the excitement of his men,

on finding himself once more in the thronged

resorts of civilized life, but, on the contrary, to

have looked back to the wilderness with regret.

" Though the prospect," says he, " of once more


