
DOLL r. n
6poken to in the pr<;sence of her elders. All this

was a dismal repression to Dolly, for she was

by nature a lively, excitable little thing, bursting

with ques'ions that she longed to ask, and with

comments and remarks that she burned to make,

and so she esoaped gladly to the kitchen where

Nabby, the one hired girl, who was much in

the same situation ot repressed communicative-

ness, encouraged her conversational powers.

On the whole, although it never distinctly

occurred to Dolly to murmur at her lot in life

yet at times she sighed over the dreadful insig-

nificance of being only a little girl in a great

family of grown up people. For even Dolly's

brothers nearest her own age were studying in

the academy and spouting scraps of superior

Latin at her to make her stare and wonder at

their learning. They were tearing, noisy, tem-

pestuous boys, good natured enough and willing

to pet her at intervals, but prompt to suggest

that it was "time for Dolly to go to bed** when
her questions or her gambols interfered with

their evening pleasures.

Dolly was a robust, healthy little creature,

never ailing in any way, and consequently re-

ceived none of the petting which a more delicate

child might have claimed, and the general course

of her experience impressed her with the mournful

conviction that she was always liable to be in the


