
Origin and Outbreak of the War

^ Basuto chief, Mnshcsh, induced Sir Harry

Sinilh to reversi- the sciUeiuc of outlawry.

In J.inii.iry iH5j. th.it f'.ital dcMinni-nt, tlu-

l.unnus S.nid Kimt Cun\iiuii»n, w.l^ sinmd,

and the independencf of the Boers Ijcyond

thf \'.i.d Kivcr was rrco^nised. 'I'his

arranj^enunl was coiifirnitd hy Sir Harry

Smith's successor, Sir ( liorgi' CJatlu art,

and hy tlie home Government of Lord

Aherdeen.

'I'he State whose troojjs have been

lately dislinLiuislu-d by signal treachrry in

regard u> llays of truce marked its larly

history hy yross and systematic violation

of the clause in the Convention which laid

down that " No slaver* is or shall he |)er-

mitted or practised in lie country to the

north of the Vaal River hy the emigrant

farmers.' The .South Afric.m Republic,

.starting on its pcjlitical canter with a

population of about fifteen thousand Hoers,

or farmers, in a land well suited for most

kinds of tillage and for pastor.il life, showed

small capacity for self government. At

first there were four executive heads—one

for each of the leading fictions —and for

a time there were four se|)arate- republics.

This system caused a virtual anarchy, which

drew to the territory the rascals of .South

Africa, and gave the Transvaal a bad name

for cruel treatment of the natives. In

i860, the separate republics were united,

and, after a civil war between the factions,

peace was restored in 1864, under the

presidency of Mr. .M. W. Pretorius, with

Mr. Paul Kruger as commandant or military

chief.

There was no jiroperly organised system

of rule, and unsuccessful war witli natives

to the north from 1865 to 1868 left

the State Treasury destitute of funds, and

com[)elled the p;Uching uj) of a some-

what ignominious peace. In social and

political affairs, the conspicuous matters

were dense ignorance of books and of all

affoirs outside a narrow local circle, the

lack of bridges over rivers, and the want

of money in the Treasury for the erection

of public offices and for the [)ayment of

the paltry salaries of officials. The material

wealth of the country grew in flocks and

herds, and in the produce of a fcrtil" sod,

and rude abuiul.mce existed on th-' ,oer

firms. In 1876, under President Hiirgers,

war .irosi' with a powerful native chief

n.imed Sekukuni, ami an att.ick m.ide by

a Hoer c om.n.mdo, led by the I'resident

in person, sv.is re[)ulseil with loss. 'I'he

defeat was attributed by the orthodox to

the leadership of the agnostic ruler, a m.in

who had been formerly a minister, and had

aftciw.irds shown much ability in the (.-'a|)e

ColoiiN l.iw courts. A'' chii'f oliici.il of

the Transv.i.il he was a failure, and, in

presence of a successful native chieftain,

the State found itself penniless and wilhcnit

an army.

It was 111 this position of affairs that

I-ord Carn.irvon, Hritish Secretary for the

Colonies, decided ii|)()n annexation in the

general interests of South Africa. He acted
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