
might ensue to the inhabitants of Caiiiada, and to the British 
trade and influence with the Indians, he literally burst into 
tears, and acknowledged his complete ignorance of such 
posts being in our possession, and of the country given away 
being an object in any respect worthy of notice. Unfortu
nately, it was too late to retrieve the error, and deeply did 
British interests and influence suffer in consequence. But its 
mischievous effects were not solely confined to British 
subjects : they fell also upon a body of men, whose interests 
the British negociator had no authority or right to com
promise. The ceded country was inhabited by numerous 
tribes and nations of Indians, who were independent both of us 
and of the Americans. They were the real proprietors of the 
land, and we had no right to transfer to others what did not 
belong to ourselWfc This injustice was greatly aggravated by 
the consideration, that those aboriginal nations had been our 
faithful allies during the whole of the contest, and yet no 
stipulation was made in their favour.

Immediately after the treaty of 1783, the American go-' 
vernnlent shamefully evaded or infringed the stipulations 
respecting the loyalists, and British debts, in consequence 
of which the before-mentioned upper posts were • retained 
as a pledge till the due performance of those articles.— 
Many years after, when appearances indicated that these posts 
would be surrendered to America, the merchants of Montreal, 
who were principally concerned in the Indian trade, preferred 
representations, in which the impolicy of the cession was ex
posed, and every effort made to proture a new line of bound-' 
ary or demarcation, compatible with the security of Canada, 
and the protection of the Indians, but without effect, as, by 
Mr. Jay’s treaty of 1794, the said posts were agreed to be de
livered up on or before the 1st of June, 1796 ; and the Ônly 
provision obtained respecting the Indians, was a right of trade 
from Canada with them, on the same footing as the Americans, 
and which had been suggested in those representations as an


