
STK.WIi.ANES ACUOSS TIIK ATl.ANTH .

Tlir (lisiistiT wliicli belVll llu' lliiitJ'd Slates mail-stoaiiU'i

Ar(;tic on hvv pa.s.sayo IVoin Liverpool to New York, in tiio

mouth oi' October, l.S.Tt, in consiMinencc of her <'()n>in;;- in

collision with the rien«'h .steamer N'esta, in a thick lo;;,

forty or tifty miles to the eastward of Capo IJace, first

ui>palle<l tlu! public mind with its enormity and then

aroused it. ^len inquired of each other if science or in^^c

unity couhl notdeviso means or invent i)lans for i>reventin;;

the rocurreuce of Himilur .accidents, or, in (!asc of their re

eurronce, of providin<»" against the terrible loss of life wliicli

atteiuh'il the founderingof that noble ship. Of passcn;::ers

ami crew—nu-n, women, and cliihlren—then^ ]>erisIuMl, t»ti

that occasion, with her, t(» the number of about three hun

dred, owinjf, in a great meastire, to improper management

and to the (histardly comluct of a part of the otiicers and

crew.

Among tiie many benevolent persons who favored tin-

public with tlie results of their thoughts upon the subject,

some suggested measures renu'dial and .some ])rev«Mitivc.

Lifeboats and life-pro.servers, water-tight compartments,

station-bills for i)as.sengers and crew to " save shij* *' wert

anH)ng the remedial plans, and among tlmse for prevention

were log-signals, true compasses, rate of sailing, lookoul.

ami lanes, or a double track lor the steamers cro.ssing tlii>

part of the Atlantic, viz, a lane for them to go in and

an«>thei' for them to conu^ in. All or any of the.se plair-^

would, if adopted, tend njore or less to diminish or mitigate

the dangers of steam-navigation and the risk of life that

passengers incur at sea; but tho.se plans which tend to

pn-irnt accident, rather than tho.se that look to atlording

relief after the occurrence of accident, seemed to come
within tht^ .scope ami objects of this work ; and among these

the lam.\s were most inviting. It will be found that, b\ es

tablishing :i lane or strip of ocrean for the >tean\ers to go in


