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."»((() t'ci't, l)iit (til the castt'i'ii sidr of the hiiy no fossils liavi' yet liccii

(let('('t«'«l iit such lii;;li Icvt'ls, owiiiy pcrliiips to the Hiiiircity tht'ic of

marine deposits and to the fact thai luit litth' search has yet been made
for them. In tlie sandy deposits aiiionn' the hills ahoiit L'O miles south

of Cape W'o'stenholine I saw alamdain'c of Sa.iicdrd nijiosu and Trlliiid

(irinihnidird, \vi!h sniallei' iiumltcis (d' a few other siiecies, at heif^hts

varying; from the sea level up to aiM)Mt -()() feet; and last summer I

found l)i'ackish water varieties of a numl»er of the commoner species of

oiir northern marine sliells up to T(» feel above the sea in the clay banks

aloufj the lower jxtrtion of the Noddawai b'iver.

Around the head of dames l!ay and up its western side the encroach-

ment of the (»utei' lines of tlie foiest upon the wide alluvial Hats which

extend all alonj^' these shores aiid are constantly ludadcninj;' lowaid

the sea is ^'ood evidence that a rising' of the land is now li'oiiiy on. The
existiii};' condition in this pait of the bay is well described by Mr, A. P.

Low in speaUinj; (d' A^^oomski Island. On jtafi'e -I. .1. (leol. Survey

lJe])()rt for l.SST, he says:

"The island (dosely rescnddes the adjoininf? mainland in jihysical

character, beinj;' veiy low and swampy. The slioic line above lii>ih-

water mark is nuide up of muddy Hats covered in part with j^rasscsand
sedges, followed farther inland by thick jirowtlis of small wilhtws. these
in turn j;ivinji' jdact^ to small Idack spruce ami tanniiaidc as slightly

higher ;;round is reached. The line of these trees is often over - miles

inland from liijj;h-water mark, itself a loiij; distance from the sea at low
water."

No livinj;' mo'.lusks are to be fourid in .lanns I'.ay. except ]»erhaps in

the northern i)art. owiuj;' prol)ably to the muddy ami brackish nature

of the water, but abundance of the (U'ad sludls of a considerable num-
ber of kinds are washed out of the clays lbrnnn}>' the present shores.

Some of these belonj;' to moderately deei)\vater species and are well

preserved, retaininji' tiie epidermis. This, of course, sliows a recent

elevation of tlie sea bottom.

Kichinond (Julf, on the eastern side, is separated from the main bay

by a hij;h bar of stratified rocks, which strike with its length and dip

westward or toward the open .sea. This bar is cut through by several

^aps, all veseinblin;;' <tne another, exiicpt in their heij^hts above the sea,

and all bearin<f evidenc(^ of their havinjr been Mellworn channels of

eomnmnication at more or less remote times accordinj;' to the j;;reater

or less elevation of their beds above the sea. Only one narrow passajie

now remains open or low enough to admit the water, but two others

a^'e as yet only slightly raised above the tides.

Some of the aboiiyi- I geogi-aphical names around the head of James
Bay are significant of considerable (dianges in the topography since

these shores became inhabited by the natives who still occu])y them.

The large peninsula between Hannah and Hu])ert bays is called

Ministik-oo-watum, which means wooded islaml with a cove or hole in

it, uiinistik being the Cree for a wooded island and watum for a cove(w


