Honolulu, T.H.
jul 1927

LR IS

Dr. James

Chairman, R

Dear My,

In accordance with the request that you
made in the last meeting of Research Committee, 1 sghould
iike tco atiempt to set out, in a very brief way, the scheme
for the better coordination of the work of umiversities
along the lines of communieation between northwegtern Iurope
and south China, across Canada and the United States.

It so happens that in that great track of
world movements of goods and persons there lie the
ingtitutions which belong tov a2ll the nations chielly coun-

cerned in the politiecal and economic problems of those veglons,
particularly of ‘China. Begimning in Burepe, there is in Parils

the finest centre for the study of the cultural aspects of
the Chinese civilization, and at the other end of the same
track we have a Fremch outpost iz the French School of the
Far Bast at Hanoi, where a splendid library is kept and
where scholars reside for considerable periods, cellecting
material and rendering it availdable to the world. I am
informed that this school is at present suffering from lack
of funds, and it is probably alse suffering from lack of
coordination with other institutions in China, but as it
has had at one time or another several professors of the
College deé France upon its staff, it ie guite clear that
its work is of the very highest standard.

Between these W0 extremes we have London
and the other Inglish undiversities where Chinese is studied.
Crossing the Atlantic we have MeGill University, where the
Gest Library makes & vucleus for Chinese studies; and in the
United States you have certain insgtitutions and faeilitie
with which you are more familiar than I, including, especially
for anthropology, Hawaii,

Continuing on that traek we come %To the
very carefully speeclalized institutions in Japan, the
University of Tokyo, I believe, being responsible for
Chinese studies and naving what is left of the Morrison
collection as well as Sir Charles Bliot's colleetion of
Oriental books.




