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The Address

some $350 million to prepare the infrastructure to mine the 
property. I am advised that by July of this year the mine will be 
in full production. There have been many other discoveries, but 
that world class discovery alone will more than pay tenfold for 
anything that the flow-through shares may have cost the trea­
sury over the time the program was in existence up to 1990.

Hon. Lloyd Francis, who for 30 years won the seat of Ottawa 
West every second election and eventually served as its Speaker 
before his retirement.

As we begin a new Parliament I think back to five years ago 
when I walked in here for the first time and the first time 1 stood 
in the House to speak. In fact the first time I walked into these 
buildings, because these buildings are an important symbol for 
the nation, I had a tremendous sense of being part of a long 
history, of owing to many generations of Canadians who have 
sat in these seats before us the wonderful country that we enjoy 
and of owing another debt as well, that is a debt to the 
generations yet to come. When other parliamentarians sit in 
these seats decades and generations from now hopefully they too 
will have reasons to be proud of the country we in the 35th 
Parliament have helped to leave for them.

• (1505)

It is my hope that, if not in the next budget, some future 
budget will include the réintroduction of that program with 
modifications so that abuses can be eliminated.

We have a lot of work to do in the mining sector. The people in 
mining have been working very hard. They have told us what the 
problems are. It is now up to the government to address those 
problems and to implement the policies in our mining statement 
on October 15, 1993.

I want mention something about the forestry sector because it 
is another part of the basic economy of Timmins—Chapleau. It 
contributes largely to the Canadian economy. I am advised that 
in the last three or four years the pulp and paper industry people 
have suffered great losses, some $2 billion to $4 billion. They 
certainly have my support, and I am sure many people will 
support them, in their efforts to delay the implementation of 
effluent discharge reductions that were to take effect in 1995 by 
two years.

I know my time is up and that I will have many more 
occasions to speak. I will address those matters later.

[Translation]

• (1510)

It is traditional in one’s first speech in the House to speak of 
one’s constituency and to relate it to the country. I suppose what 
is most important to me in this Parliament is that I represent a 
constituency in the national capital region. That is a fact about 
my community I have been proud of as long as I have lived here, 
and that is my entire life. We have a very special sense of 
responsibility in this region to the nation.

I have perhaps not felt it as poignantly as I have until last 
week when I sat in Parliament opposite an Official Opposition 
with a declared, avowed and loudly expressed purpose of 
changing dramatically the nature of this country, of removing 
from the country I have known and loved for 50 years a province 
that is essential to what this great country is all about.Mrs. Marlene Catterall (Parliamentary Secretary to Pres­

ident of the Treasury Board): Madam Speaker, this is the first 
opportunity I have had in this House to congratulate you and 
your fellow speakers on your great success and to wish you good 
luck in the difficult task awaiting you.

[English]

Let me take this opportunity, in my first time speaking in this 
35th Parliament, to say thank you to those who have helped me 
be here today to speak on behalf of the people of Ottawa West 
and, just as important, to speak on their behalf in terms of what 
is good for our country.

I want to say a particular thanks to my family who has for 
many years put up with a mother in politics. It certainly affects 
one’s family life. It certainly makes it difficult, but it has helped 
me learn over the years as well how self-sufficient children can 
be when they are left in a bit of benign neglect.

Above all I thank the voters of Ottawa West who have again 
placed their confidence in me to come here to play an important 
role on their behalf in the future of our country. It is a good time 
as well to pay tribute to. a former colleague in the House, the

I feel a special responsibility in Parliament to say that I am 
here to represent my constituents of Ottawa West. I am here as a 
member from the national capital region. I am here to speak for 
my country. That means I am also here to speak for its people.

It is important that we talk about dollars because they are the 
way we achieve the things we wish to achieve, but as we talk 
about dollars we must not forget that a country is really about 
people. I think of my own constituents and the messages I heard 
from them during the election campaign.

I represent a very mixed constituency. I represent many very 
poor people. I represent many quite wealthy people. I represent 
many unemployed people. I represent many women trying to 
raise children on welfare. I represent many public service 
employees, although not as many as most people in the Chamber 
think. They are only one out of five jobs in this region whereas 
two out of three of them are scattered across the country. 
Members will find them in each of their own ridings working 
hard to serve their constituents as well. Nonetheless they are an 
important component of my constituency.


