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se 4ar as our expits te Newfoun'dland are
conicerned.

With reference -to 'the taisde with New-
foundilaand, it is ndt ah indioated by any

means by thalt Une of traffic between

Sydney and Port aux Basques, because there
aire oither steamiship services earrying traffic

firom Canadia to Newfoundliand land oarrying
balck fish and other produdis. Fram Hali-
fax Ithere bas been and is now regular
service té Newfoundl:and ports, but since
the vessils of Catnada's Mercadtitle Marine
have been launched very coinsiderable
additions of fleet carrying capacity
have been made on tha% line and
are now supplying lthe service be-
tween Newfourndlaind ad the Cana-

diian ports. Fron ithis time eut a very

consid'erable addition will be made to Ithe
carrying fleet beltween Canada and New-
foundcand by ýthe services of dhe Mercantile
Marine vessels.

Mr. McKENZI'E: I wish to direct the

minister's attention to the fact that for a

good many years, I do not know how many,
the vote for the service between Port Aux

Basques, Newfoundland, and the terminus

of the Government railway at North Sydney
was $70,000, and this year it bas been cut

in two. I think it will appeal to the como-

mittee that under present conditions, with
coal costing three times what it used to

cost; when engineers, deck hands, and all

the contingencies that appertain to a

steamier are three times more expensive

than they were in former years, and whenî

the demands upon the service are heavier

than ever they were before, calling for a

greater degree of efficiency than in the past;
it is soniewhat difficult to understand bow

the Government expects to get for $35,000
the service which was rendered before for

double that amount. One would imagine
that the Government would be only too glad
to get along without any increase in the

subsidy, and it is rather inexplicable how

they can hope to accomplish with $35,000
what formerly $70,000 was just sufficient
to provide. I have brought this matter to

the attention of the minister on several

occasions and I was wondering whether

there would be a substantial item in the

Supplementary Estimates that would in-

crease this amount that is provided here.

If there is an item in the Supplementary
Estimates-

Sir GEORGE FOSTER: There is not.

Mr. McKiENZIE: I did not notice any

item. I do fear that this service will be-

[Sir George Foster.]

come demoralized, and the Read Newfound-
land Company cannot possibly on this small
subsidy give the service which they used to
give. As regards the statement that the
company are selling their boats, I do not
profess to have any knowledge in the

matter, but my information is that these
steamers were commandeered as a war

measure. They were taken froin the com-

pany. Any steamers required for the Rus-

sian 'Government were obtained through
the agency of the Imperial Government,
who took ôver these vessels from the Read

Newfoundland Company, paying for themi,

of course, and passed them over to the

Russian Government. The minister is per-
fectly aware that during the war it was

extremely difficult to get steamers built.
The Read Newfoundland Company are very
enterprising. They have very great difficul-

ties to contend with, but Sir Robert Read,

the founder of the company, and his sons

are men of great energy and industry. They
have to contend with weather conditions in

Newfoudland, snow, ice, etc., and it is ex-
ceedingly difficult for them to carry on

business. The trade on the island has its
disadvantages; there are large tracts of un-

settled land, dreary wastes and barren soil,

and the people have to battle with the snow
all winter without many breaks by way of

cities or towns that render difficulties of this
kind less formidable. This is the condition
with which they have to grapple, and there
is the further fact that their steamers were
taken over. They have never got back to a

pre-war basis and i do not think they have
succeeded in getting new steamers built.

They have some fairly good steamers. The
tyle is a very good boat but possibly it is

the only first-class steamer they have. The
people of Newfoundland have nothing else
by way of transportation facilitýies than the
Read Newfoundland Company. For good or

for ill, it is the best they have, and while

-one might contend that there is no obliga-
tion on us ro look after conditions in New-
founcland, we must bear in mind that those
conditions exist and that it is well that
they should be improved in view of the

fact that we have established a large trade
with that Dominion. The National railways

connections are through the agency of the

Read Newfoundland Company. I think we

should hesitate before striking such a blow

at this subsidy as will be likely to demor-

alize the trade conditions that have arisen

between ourselves and Newfoundland

through the agency of the Read New-

foundland Company during the last


