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machinery in motion to campel the- cam-
panies to disclose the information.

I do flot think this discussion la par-
ticularly pertinent. to the item under con-
aideration, and as this aubjeet, the Flavelle
report, is to be braught before the House
in another form, I do no-t see any necessity
for continuing this debate to-night, espe-
~cially as the matter is naw under judicial
investigation. Whenever the Government
take any step that la in the interest of the
publie, hion, gentlemen opposite always get
up and criticise it, or else their papers give
them the credit. That is one of the beauties
of a streng opposition. But as 1 have
pointed out, this subject is really flot perti-
nent to the item, and as it will corne hefore
the Hanse later on in another form, I do
not see why we should continue this debate.

Mr. CAR VELL:- We are ail very much
oblig-ed to my hon. friend from North Sim-
cef (Mr. Ourrie) for the lecture which. he
has just delivered to us on what we. ought
and ought not ta do on this aide of the
House. As a member of this House, I sup-
pose hie has the ri-ght ta lecture us if hie
wants to, but so f ar as a few of us here are
concerned at ail e 'vents, notwithstanding
his lecture, we are gaing to carry ont what
we consider ta be our duty ta the public,
and .we are -not very mnucli interested
whether we should discuas this subject upon
this item or net. I made fia attack on the
Governuient or on -the William Davieom-
pany. I tried ta state the case :as fairly as it
could be 6tated. I atated thýat- MT. O'Connor
had made ane report, -and th-at the William
Davies company were spending an enormous
sum of money in placing another report
before the public. If the statements con-
tained in the advertisements of the Davies
,company are correct, th.ey ai\e making a
profit of a little lesa than one -cent a pound.
As a business manl, I say that that is not
at ail an unreasonable profit. It may
amount ta a large sumn of money in the
case of that flrm, because they are doing a
very big business. But if they are making
five cents a pound on a food necessity of
the people, I 'say thet thýat la au unreason-
able profit, and I would like to see the
matter settled onice for ,all, sa thai the
public will know the truth. I abject ta the
chairman of the commissian, because I do
flot think the people will get justice. I
'hoeSe my position is se plain that even the
hon. member for North Simce will under-
stand it.

Mr. CURRIE: My hon. frlend changes
has position so often that it is hard te fol-
low him.

Mr. McKENZIE: Whether it la proper ta
disôusa this aubject on-this item or not, we
have been discussing it, and natwithstand-
ing the injunction of my hon. friend fram
North Simcoe I think we might as
well go on with it. We very often.
depart from the _proper rules . of
procedure in this House *until the
hion. member fdr Simcoe corrects us,
and then aur sins, af course, are.on aur
awn handa because h.e pointa out the exact
lin. of procedure, the evidenoe and the
whole business. H. is at once the judge,
the jury, the evidence and the court of
appeal. I am very glad that, althjough the
Prime Miniater (Sir Robert Borden) la not
here, and not many membera 'of the Gov-
ernment, we stili have the Minister of Fin-
ance (Sir Thomas White) with us. He la
a lawyer and has a great deal of knowledge
as ta how matters of this kînd ahould be
conducted. I wiah. ta keep closely ta t.his
O'Connor report, because it is important
ta the people I represent. I represent
thousands of people who are non-producera
-able, capable workingmen, who must, fe-ed
their families, -and feed thein well if they
can, and it is important ta them te know
whether the O'Cornnor report la correct or
not. If the report is correct, then some
&teps should be taken to implement it in
such a way as ta fbenefit the penplc who. have
ta buy the gooda which theec coinpanieýs
are selling at such exorbitant prices. I
caýme from the saine province se Mr. O'Con-
nor. He has. heen a lawyer of standing in
the province of Nova Scotia for the laaIt
twenty-flve y-ears. He is well known to the
Premier, and by reason of the knowledge
the right hion. gentleman had of him, Mr.
O'Connor has been breught here and given
a position of prominence and responsibility
under the Government. Hie was appointed
te make a certain investigation. I did
not see the termis of reference, but I1 take
it for granted that if the business of the
Govern.ment is done in a bu;sineselike way
the matters which Mr. O'Connor had to
investigate were properly ta'bulated and auib-
mitted ta him. The Government would
.say ta hlm: "'Here are certain matters ta
be investigated; get the evîdence and re-
port upon it." I should be surprised in-
deed if Mr. O'Connor wore -given carte
blanche ta investigate anything that hap-
pened ta oceur ta his mmnd, for if that la
the way the Government doea business,
surely there will never 1>e an end(ta t.he
reports they receive. I take it fMr granted,
however, that certain questions bçvere sub-
mitted ta Mr. O'Connor, and that upon,-


