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make it imperative that immediate action the action taken by the Government was
should be taken for the purpose of carrying proper. I am inclined to think that if the
out the principle of the greater good to the 1 Governmeat had called for public tenders
greater number, for the purpose of pro- on the samte basis that they have arranged
moting the interests of the whole country, for this contract, there being no money
then I say that the Government should not payment. there would be few tenderers in-
hesitate to take such action. We know deed. I am sure that the business men
perfectly well that some of the best things of this country will recognize that the
that are accomplished in business are ac- Government would have had very little
complished by men who have pluck and chance of receiving tenders and of pro-
boldness in their natures, and the same thing viding for the immediate construction
applies to the government of a country. A of this railway on such a basis,
gevernment that is bold and plucky in doing ! What would have been the effect of the
what they think Is best will satisfy the peo- Goveritment advertising for public tenders
ple of the country better than a governnent 1 for the construction of this railway on
destitute of courage, and which is afraid to he basis that no mnoney shculd be paid.
aet promptly. I agree also, that in the but that it should be paid for in mineral
case of any large contract, it is a most lands? It would look very much as
important thing that we should advertise if the Government of Canada themse!ves
for tenders. That, I think, is fair and had no faith in that country, because they
right. It is a sound principle, and theI were tiot disposed to put any of their own
question which this House has to consider money into the work. Therefore, I laim
is, whether the Government was justified that such a course would have heen
under the present circumstances in letting fraugigt with great risk and danger. More
a contract without calling for tenders, and than that ; had the Government failed to
doing that without consulting Parliament. otnin a satisfactory tender for the build-
We will have to corne to a conclusion onDing of the railway on that basis, It would
these questions in accordance with the facts have been ten times more diffieult for them
and in accordance with what we think to afterwards to negotiate a contract for its
be best in the interests of the country at construction than if such a course had lot
large. There is one thing in connection .heen prsued. The arranging of a cou-
with the letting of that contract which 1 tract on such a basis, with no money pay-think is unprecedented. There nay be ment. had to be a matter of negotiation,
some members of this House who know to fr.om the necessides of the case; aud there-
the coDtrary, but I am not aware of tenders fore, I believe that the action of the Gov-
ever having been asked for the construction ernmet in enJdeavouring to ascertain h.
of any railway or any great work, on the negotiailon whether a satisfactory arrange-
basis that n- >money was to be paid for that ment could be arrivedi at for the construe-
work. There are few contractors indeed tion of the raliway will meet wlth the ap-who would feel nelined to tender on any proval of the people of this country. Ilarge work with the understanding that maintain that the circumstances of thethey were to be paid in something that it ase' called1 for immediate action. We could
was difficult to attach a monetary value to. not afford te lose one year's trade of thatI therefore say that this extraordinary and country, which certalnly would have been
unprecedented circumstance had to be taken Cost ir the GoverInuet had gone about
Into consideratlon. It may perhaps be the matter in the usual way, by calling forsaid that the Goverament should have given public ·tenders: and for such a loss thea liberal cash bonus for the construction of' people of this country would have beldthat road, and should have retained the i lie Government responsible. I know thatland, but I believe the principle laid down when you look at the nunber of millionsby the Government in this respect will be of acres of land given to the contractorssupported by the country at large. That for the building of the railway, the figuresprinciple ls, that that great and inaccessible look large.region which l fit for nothing else than
mining, should itself be responsible for the Some hon. MEMBERS. Oh, oh.cost, required to develop it. After ail. we Mr. BERTRAM. But when you look at
mustremember that the building of a rail- the niap, and see the quantity of land grant-road into that country is not like building >d, compared with the size of the wholethrough agricultural lands, where for years iountry, it doe ot look so large after
there would be permanent sources of reve- ail. Moreover. what does that grant ofnue to sueh a road. We may bulld this landtoacmanymean? InMyrallway into the KIondike and something udgto a coman mean adIn
may happen whlch would render it to be 0f of ugnuehto theamineraldvelo entdi
less value afterwards. It is therefore a o e country at large. We knopwthat th
most important thing that that country heoupanytobe a ble toget anythat tal
itself ehould be miade to páy the expenses company, t e ab llt retqating tt aell
of building a railroad through it. Thalt t; orf thelansil reure to develop,
being the case, -I believe the great amass of 'empny, ifthemy llh-to oter
the people of thie country will agree, that e any th a I om y 1.hate thee-

Mr. BERTRAM.


