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decided that a man shall be deprived of heretofore had, will deplore from the bot-
everything except the right to vote. let it be; tom of his heart. No person regrets it more
so announced. But do not let us have one deeply than I do. I feel there Is no injury
declaration of principle fro.n one Minister that this Government is inflicting upon this
and another from another Minister, and then country greater or more serious than their
have all these declarations treated as idle endeavour to strike down all independence
wind and scores of dismissals made of hon- of character in the civil service and to
est, industrious, efficient public servants terrorize the members of that service by
without cause assigned, without explanation giving them the impression that they must
of any kind. Why, Sir, I know several carry out the views of this Government or
cases of dismissals in which the parties have be driven out of office.
asked the Goverument : Is there any charge Mr. WOOD (Hamilton). I would not have
against me? Have I done anything wrong? attempted to say a word but for the state-Have you any ground of complaint? And nient of the hon. gentleman (Sir Charlesthe answer was: No. there is no charge Tupper) w-ho bas just sat down. that thewhatever against you. And when these present Government bave dismissed. withinparties have asked : As I am not allowed the short space of time that they have occu-to serve the country and am not in employ- pied the Treasury benches, more officersment, will you give me a recommendation, than were disnissed by the Conîservativewill you allow the officials under whom 1 party in the eighteen years during which
have served to say whether I have perform- they were in power. I take exception toed my duty in an bonourable and straight- that statement. When the Conservativesforward manner ? And this bas been re- came into power in 1878. they swept out offused. So. Sir, it would appear that the' the service every officer they could possiblypolicy of this Government is not only to dismiss. I am orly going to detain the Housedrive men out of office. to deprive men who for a single moment to state one fact
are honestly and faithfully serving the coun-, The hon. leader of the Opposition. whîen hetry of the positions they hold. but to starve was in the Government in 1872, introducedieni. if possible, by preventing them from, a law l reference to weigbts and measurës
getting employment elsewhere. There bas inspection. They were driven from powerbeen an amount of cruelty. an amount of before they had time to put this law In
imjustice, an amount of unfairiess in deal- opëration., When bhe Government of the
ing with the public oticials of this country lon. Alexander Mackenzie came Into powerduring the short regime of the present Gov- that Government had the opportunity ofernment. that. when it is summed up before putting the law in operation and making thethis House-as I hope it will be, for i shall appointments i the weghbts and measures
move a resolution that a list, of the em- inspection service. When the Conservativesployees, discharged. elther without cause came back to power in 1878. the hon. gentle-assigned. shall be laid upon the Table-will !man who now leads the Opposition forgotstartle this House and this country. Assum- ail the good points of the measure he had
ing the sincerity of the statements-and I introduced and thought it was not a goodam not questioning it-made by my hon. measure for the country, and he repealed it
friend from Lamibton (Mr. Lister). I think holus bolus. He could nlot sec bis way tonobody will be more astonished than he when dlismiss the men Individually. but lie re-this long list of officers who bave been ruth- pealed the law and thuîs drove every nmanlessly driven from office without cause or rea- wbo had been in the Weigbts and Mea suresson. except simply that some person else Inspection Department out of office at one
wished to occupy their place, Is submitted to sw-eep. The hon. gentleman himîseif wasthis Hlouse. But Ibis policy of dismissals on thien thec person to introduce a new WVeightsone side fromi office is a policy that can- aind Measures Act, and undler that they a p-not be maintained. It is utterly impossible pointed their own men in almost -eery in-
thaI it can be mnaintained by one party and stance ail over bb country. making up bbc
onot by another. The first duty that wll be weights and measures service mnuch as it is
forced upon whoever may succeed these to-day. But they did not stop even v-ih tiis
hon. gentlemen is to remove from office-and Iwholesile sweep. There was a gentlemanI say it here i Thefi face of the bouse and occupying a highi commercial sition in
of the country-every man who has taken Hamilton w-ho had been appointed colector

the position of a mari imnproperiy driven out of customs at Niagara Falls, Hie occu-of the public service. And I can oniy say, pied that position for a very shgrt tine. No-
so far as the officiais are concerned, the body could find fault wlth hlm : a nan
principle propounded and laid down by competent in every way to discbarge the
gentlemen opposite will bave to be applied duties of collector of customs. He w-as
'oo the ofblais f iis country in the sae summarily dismissed from office: no co-
way that they ave applied it. The course plaint against hlm, but simply that h was
they pursue will be forced upon their suc- a Reformer and always had been, and thatcessors. and a condition wll be brought was enoughev brlng down upon hlm the
about that every man who wants ob seeb th e ngeac bbof ct Governmnent. The ion.
clvil service of this country preserve the leader f the Opposition woud have us be-
high and inepnd d oent character bh Ilt as ilieve that he is the guardian of the civil ser-

Sir CHARLES TUPPER.


