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own coarse grains to the corn standard,' and not been in the market at that prioe with no takers. In other
only the coarse grains, but also the products of words, this shows a shriakage of one-haif in price in @lxyears, and is a fair showing of the decrease of the valuesanimals that are fed upon coarse grains. Our ofland with us. Prices of farn produce are quoted by
prices would be brought down to the corn standard the Departnent of Agriculture as lower ths. ever before
of the United States as against the barley standard known."
of Canada, if we were brought down to a level with Then we have an officiai report made ta the New
the United States. Their prices would control our York State Legisiature in 1887 (Vol. 11, No. 24,
prices. They are the greatest agricultural coun- page 16), and what does it Bay?
try in the world to-day, there is hardly any limit to "It is au indisputable fact that the farning lands of
their production, and their prices would determine this state during fifteen years have depreciated at least

our rics, ad w coud nt hep orseles.Our20 per cent. and many agricultural localities are decreas-our prices, and we could not help ourselves Our Population."
prices are better than their prices and will continue
to be better, provided we continue to persist in A despatch ta the New York Tribune of the Sth
those methods which we have adopted in recent February says of the farmers in New Jersey :
years in order ta keep those prices up. "Many of the best and oldest of them say tey cannot

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell). Then the hou; gentwe- make both endsa meet, and that the utloek is nt
man is opposed te free trade in natural productso? encouraging."

Mr. COLBY. Most decidedly, from the farer'I an not going ta continue these quotations at

standpoint. I kuow whereof I speak. The hiou. auy length. The New York Time,8 states that the
gentleman has devoted many yeara ta the study of rar n t that State are mortgaged for over $700,.
philosophy ; I have deveted many years to the hew0 v and further shows that the greater portion
study of agriculture, and when I first came to this of the moey obtained o mortgages has not been
]Flouse I was one of the largest agriculturist in myexpeded in far improvements, but te enable the

his farers to live. w ell not gro into the question ofco2nty. farm mortgages at any cnsiderable length, but,problema from a farmers stadpoint and am suret e of the t
the farmers of this country will endorse me when in ermoa spes of the mets New her :au
I say that free trade between Canada a d the bsenoi Thesetated es are te mano
United States in ail agricultural products, would ? rncorats sted byan ho. gen anmg.
the worst possible thing that could happen to the s ot printo ontin those taion at
farmers of Canada a the present time. h arn account Of the discharges, but we fid that, iu
ready ta meet the hon. gentleman on any plat- the three prosperous agricultural States of rli7ois,
form p in Canada ta discus that question with 0 ichia and Indiana, themortgage debt amounted
him before the farmers. Now, what said of t he followng sums :-Illinois, $38 1,322,339;
Vermout is true of the State of New Hal shire. Michigan, $129,229,553, and Indiana, $10,855,884.
The Comassioner of the tal po ewoul These are reliable facts. The hon. gentleman
shie wrs puforbethi a t ula ae n ti t has spoken of the rural population of Otario,
thie peo pu ofth a worl r te cres ii aitbuy which he says is almost statiouary. I arn notfarmes of C af ale s the ity of th surpried at that. I would be surprised if t hadrawdh o e o hn e Tma foary pt the largely icresed duriug these years to whichino beter off tew Hanheyhe farmers. No, we refer. What has happened since this Gov-Vermou. strue of the tatoe New ia V sre. i erment came int power? New occupations

My ou.frind elihte hi sie o th Hosehave been found for men since that time. Ailjust ow by quoting from a Towship s paper, through this Canada of ours there are manufac-
the Richmond Guardizn. Now, I will quote from toie which givempo en lreubrsf
another paper. I ath sorry the hou. mein er for t e empays csalmot sta onare In mers of
Huutiugdon (Mr. Scriver) is not here. I will quote mn hrwad ntrutindhs ou ou eoulornouare
from a paper in that hon. gentleman's couuty, the aurphred au tha Ioulsnd e surpputiseo ard
Huntingdon Hmsiner. rNobody doubt the thorough en ageo the ic reasl r thee oas trd chn
Liberalism of that paper, and here is w Vrat it saysh: rifesn heitenai c ered ome this co v-ry

"jWe look acroa the ines, only a few miles distant from Nhh h istbee n cen eoe The thne gAlt
aere we write, and we see farmers, sklful, industrious res h as e p ent ageu noa
and shrewd men, with free acceis to that market f sixty how many have gone there. One of the former
millions we hear s uch about, and what d we find? members of this mouse is now Premier of Mani-
That they are not so prosperous as their brothers on the toba, and many young and older men, and manyCanadian aide; that their land, when of equal quality, . i h
sells for less, their taxes are higher and their profits large families have been deported from Ontario to
smaller. When Mr. Wiman goes to Malone or Champlain the North-West. Then look at the progress of
and satisfactorily explains why the farmers of Essex and our great cities. Look at Toronto, Hamilton, Lon-
Frankhln counties, with the market of sixty milliens open
to them, are worse off than those of Chateauguay and and see how the urban populationa
Hluntingdon to whom the market is all but ahut, we will have increased, and see the increase of population
place some faith in what he says." in the manufacturing towns. Of course that has
That is from the Huntingdon Gleaner, a very absorbed some of the agricultural population, but
deserving newspaper, and that is penned by a very we have not retrograded, and I was glad to hear the
intelligent writer. hon. gentleman admit that, notwithstanding all

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGITT. He is an equal this, Ontario has net diminished in population.
righter, is he not? This is not the case with any of the Eastern

Mr. COLBY. I think that ia au authority that States. Maine, New Hampshire, New York,
the hon. gentleman will not dispute. Then the and Michigan have decreased in population.
New York Post, which I believe is recognised as a So has Iowa, and even lu Illinois a -re-

paper of authority and standing, says : cent report of the commissioner stated -that mi-
" six yea.re ago, a farm of 150 aores sold for $12,O; it gration westward is going on from the best parts

wa sold aainabout two m enthe ago, bld i by the mort of that State. As to the exodus which is so much
gagee who held a $6,00 mortgage upon it, and has since talked about, there ws never a greater humbug

Mr. Courw.


