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Prayers.

STATEMENT BY MR. SPEAKER

M r. Speaker: Y esterday the  honourable  M em ber fo r Kam loops (M r. 
Fulton) com plained of non-com pliance w ith  an  order of th e  House. His w ords 
can be found a t page 6179 of yeste rday ’s official rep o rt of debates. On Ju n e  
23 he asked a question which, u n d er th e  provisions of standing  o rd er 44, 
w as passed by th e  House a t th e  request of th e  M inister as an  order fo r re tu rn . 
He took p a rticu la r objection to  th e  rep ly  given to  p a r t  3 of his question, 
th e  said rep ly  read ing  as follows:

Yes, in  29 cases by seven d ifferent tru s t  com panies. The nam es of 
th e  com panies and th e  num ber of appeals by each m ay not be d is
closed by  reason of section 54 of the  D om inion Succession D uty  Act.

The honourable  M em ber contended th a t section 54 of the  D om inion Suc
cession D uty  A ct had  no application  w hatsoever to th e  situation  and did  no t in 
any  w ay  preclude an  answ er being given as requested . I t  does no t come 
w ith in  m y province to  decide w hether section 54 of the  D om inion Succession 
D uty  A ct p reven ts th e  M inister from  answ ering  the  question  o therw ise th an  
he did. I t  is a debatab le m a tte r and stand ing  o rder 10 says th a t  “Mr. S peaker 
shall no t tak e  p a r t in  any debate”. C itation  116 of Beauchesne, th ird  edition, 
also states:

The S peaker w ill not give a decision upon a constitu tional question 
n o r decide a question of law , though th e  sam e m ay be raised  on a  po in t 
of o rder or privilege.


