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Mr, Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemenz The privilego you have given
‘me of addressing this meeting is one which I greatly appreciate,

" “For some time past all those who have had even a casual interest
in the problems of public health have been aware of the cutstanding work
teiny done by the Health league of Canada in promoting public interest in
the value of health, of having it and how to keep it. A rreat deal has
been acccemplished; but e ach new season seems tctring somethings new to
sontend with, ' o S o S

' For many years =< ceénturies would be & more exa:t word -~ the trond
in the organization of society has been toward larger and larger units of
operation, After many bitter blunders, we are learrins to think mcre in-
tensely in terms of an international relation., The orpsanization of the United
Nations is an expression of that conception., Under the aegis of the United
Hatione several specialized agencies are in process of development, Destined
tc be one of the most significant among these is, I believe, the World
Henlth Organization, ' o - o

The original susrestion for such anarm of the United Nations was
advanced by the Brazilian and Chinese representatives at the San Francisco
-cnference in the early summer of 1945, The Canadian delegation supported
the proposal, sarins that Corada recornized the pressing need for a review
of the existing institutions erd for h¢ * ~tablishment of effective and
co-crdinated international mechinery in tin f£ield of pubiic henl’] o
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Asta result of this rescmmendaticn the Economic and Sceis® Ccuncil
¢f the Uniteéd Nations set up a technical preperatory coemmittee of 13 peraura
toc lay plané for an iaternaticsal health conferenc:, Cevada's deputy minister
¢f national’health was choser "y the Ezoncmic apd Scoial Council as one of
the members!of this group, The committee met in Paris during l'arch and Apr
and subsequently reported ius proposals to & mceting of the Escnomic and So
Csunsil in New York City. The Council authorized the convocation of an invere
national health confererce which was held shortly after, in June and July.,
The torrid heat of Newx York City at that seascn of the ycar proved *c be a
truelling test of the general stamina and physical fitness of the delepates!
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