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Ys, Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemenz The privilej;e you have given
~r.ie of addressing this :neetinr, is one which I rreatly appreciate .

'
'For sore time past all those who have had even a casual interest

in the problems of public health have been aware of the outstar.dinE work
hein- done by the Health Learue of Canada in promotinZ public interest in
the valt:e of health, of 'avinr it and how to keep it . A ire2t deal has
been accomplished ;, but c acl: nev~'r season seems tc b rin- gomethinr new t o
contend with .

For many ÿears '-- centuries vrou7.d be a more exact word -- the tr-1n~:
in the crranizat .ion of society has been toward larger and larger units of
operation . After many bitter blùr.ders, we are learr'.i .:~- to think more in-
tensely in terns of an international relation . The orranizatian of the United
Nations is an expression of that conception . Under the aegis of the United
Nations several specialized arencies are in process of development . Destined
co be one of the most si .- :cifiçant arY?.ong these is, I believe, the. Iflorld
HetLlth Orge:nization ,

The ori r ir,al su r-`osti on for such an a. rm of the United Nations wao
advanced by the 3razilian and Chinese reprecentatives at the San Francisco
:cnrerence in the early sur mer of 1945 . The Canadian dele ration supported
the proposal, sa-- th~.t ^ -no.da recorr.izecl the pressing need for a revie`r
cf the •existin6 institutions an : rc•p° :'-A -±t,.b•1i=hnen* of effective and
co` crdinate"tl international machinery ~r< t ._, fiel <:' 11C_ t' - -o

IJ
gsf a result of ° this reccmamendation the Economic and Scci~?' Cc: a :.c il

cf the tir:~itéd Nations set 1,T a t~:chnical preparatory cer.-~ittes of i ; per ~~ . .s
to lay plani for an illterfa1 _- .~.al health c c,nferenc -. . C: -c-ada's dt-puty minister
of na;,~ icnal'health ~ras chosèr '-y the Econcr iic ard Seoi~al Council as one of
the Ync:mhers ~ of this group . ~':,e c.ommittee *~et in Paris duri ng: t .'arch and April
aa-:3 subsequently reported .it r: proposals to a Meeting of the Econo,nic and Soo- - '
û~.trci1 in New York City . The Council authorized t he convocation of an in -uer-
national health conference which was held shortly af`ter, in June and July .
The torrid heat of Ne-rr York City at that season of the yoar proved to be a
truelli.ne test of tr,.a general staMina and physical fitness of the deïerates :
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