
m

y

A ^ 1

The last three decades have seen 
dramatic reductions in global poverty, 
but not everyone has benefited 
equally. Hundreds of millions of 
people, especially women and girls, 
are still poor, have unequal access to 
resources and opportunities, and face 
major risks of violent conflict, climate 
and environmental hazards, and/or 
economic and political insecurity. By 
eliminating barriers to equality and 
helping to create better opportunities, 
women and girls can be powerful 
agents of change and improve their 
own lives and those of their families, 
communities and countries. This is a 
powerful way to reduce poverty for 
everyone.

Canada’s Feminist International Assistance Policy 
recognizes that supporting gender equality and the 
empowerment of women and girls is the best way 
to build a more peaceful, more inclusive and more 
prosperous world. To do this, it supports targeted 
investments, partnerships, innovation and advocacy 
efforts with the greatest potential to close gender gaps 
and improve everyone’s chance for success. But it 
also works across other action areas that reflect the 
multi-dimensional nature of poverty, in support of 
the Sustainable Development Goals. Working in this 
way leads to better development results and benefits 
everyone, including men and boys.

Canada’s feminist international assistance will
help protect and promote the human rights of all 
vulnerable and marginalized groups and increase their 
participation in equal decision making. This will help 
women and girls achieve more equitable access to and 
control over the resources they need to secure ongoing 
economic and social equality.

Committing to a feminist approach to international 
assistance represents a significant shift in how 
work. A feminist approach is much more than 
focusing on women and girls; rather, it is the most 
effective way to address the root causes of poverty.

v.anada is part of a global community. This is why 
invest in international assistance: helping to eradicate 
poverty and vulnerability around the world enhances 
our own
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safety and prosperity.
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