
C=E OIL ;?.L:  .anaeian crude oil nro-
duction in totalled 61 103,223 barrels, 
an increase of 98.3 per ,::ent over the 10 51 
output of 27,615,460  barrels. estern Canada 
accounted for about 99 per cent of the total, 
with Alberta yieldinï 5r,,915,723 barrels or 
96 per cent of the total nroduction.Al2erta; 
Saskatchewen, Manitoba, and Northwest Ter-
ritories all showed substantially increased 
nroduction over 19 51,  the repartment of Mines: 
and Technical Surveys hos reportee. 

hnst of the drilling was again done in 
Alberta but discoveries in Saskatchewan and 
A:anitoba resulted in a notable increase in 
drilling in ehese Provinces over that done in 
1951. About 2,223 wells were drilled in West-
ern  Canada in 1952, an increase of 852 over 
the previous year.  Of these 1,643 are in Al-
,Jerta, 496 in Saskatchewan, 70 in Manitoba, 
and 14 in British Columbia. The Alberta comp-
letions (totalling about 6,631,529 feet of 
drilling) resulted in 944 oil wells, 155 gas 
wells and potential gas wells, and 544 dry 
holes.  More than 175 oil and gas discoveries 
and indicated discoveries were made in Western 
Canada, of whidh at least 130 are in Alberta. 

153  DRILLING RIGS 

The number of active drilling rigs reaéhed 
a record of 253 at the peak of the 1952 sea-
son. About 60 per cent of ehese were.on field 
or extension locations and the  remainder on 
exploratory wells. About 209 rigs were active 
in Alberta, 31 in Saskatchewan, 6 in Manitoba, 
and 7 in British Columbia. Geophysical acti-
vity was  the  highest on record during October 
when about 179 crews were in the field at an 
estimated costof$3,000,000 a moneh. Of ehese, 
127 were in Alberta, 46 in Saskatchewan, 5 
in manitoba, and one in the Norehwest Terri-
tories, Seismic surveys constituted nearly 
'10 per cent of the  geophysical activity. 

Further  expansion of transportation, re-
finery, and storage facilities has increased 
the outlets for western Canada crude oil. 
This in turn has permitted a corresponding 
increase in production, particularly in Al-
berta where production potential is higher 
than required to satisfy currently available 
markets.. 

* * * * 

10 PER CENT MORE AUTOS:  Almost 10 per cent 
more motor vehicles were registered in Canada 
during 19 52, the total increasing by 283,577 
to 3,1!,5,r7 from  272,420 in 1°51, accord-
ing to preliminary figures released by the 
tominion Bureau of Statistics. Registrations 
were up in all provinces,  the  increases ranging 
from 7.2 per cent in Ontario to 17.8 per cent 
in Mewfoundland. 

1.etistrations increased faster than popu-
lation in all parts Of the country, the aver-
age population per motor vehicle declining to 
‘," from 4.9 in the rreceding year.  

(C.YUIL.Aroust 7, 19 5. ) 

, 800 RCN'S IN FAR EAST:'(..anaciian oestroyers, 
now on stondby duty with the signin::, of the 
Korean armistice, on July 30, rounded  out a 
full • three years of duty in the Korean war 
theatre as members of the United  Nations naval 
forces. 

More than 800 officers  and men of the Royal 
Cànadian Navy are on duty in the Far East, as 
members ofeheships' companies of  the  destroy-
ers Iroquois. Athabaskan and Huron. One of 
these, HMCS Athabaskan, was among the ebree 
original destroyers to sail from Canada for 
Korean waters on July 5, 1950, just 10 dayr 
after  the  outbreak of the  Korean war. 

In the three years that three :anadian 
destroyers, in rotation, have been en con-
tinuous operational duty in the Far ast, 
they have covered landings and withdrawals, 
bombarded Cnmmunistshorepositions and troorE, 
screened aircraft carriers, destroyed enemy 
mines and aided and protected UN-held Corth 

, Korean islands. More often than not their 
duties have taken ehem into hazardous,• poorly-
Charted waters and within range of enemy Shore 
batteries. 

• 	In apite of ehis, and although the Canadian 
ships poured scores of thousands of rounds of 
ahells on the enemy and were frequently' under 
fire themselves, just one enemy shell found 
its mark and gave the Royal Canadian Navy its 
only battle casualties of the Xnrean war --
one  officer and two men killed and seven men 
wounded. The ship was HMCS Iroquois and the 
casualties occurred on October 2, 1952. 

* * * * 

25TH BRIGADE IN KOREA:  Korea, July 30 -- 
Following the.signing of the Korea truce at 
which he was the sole Canadian representative, 
Brig. J.V. Allard, Officer Commanding 25t'.1 
Canadian Iniantry Brigade Group, was informed 
that his Brigade would he given the task anè 
honour of guarding the whole of the Common-
wealth Divisional Sector. 

In speaking to his senior officers, he 
passed the following message to all ranks of 
the Brigade. "I think this is a great compli-
ment to us and I seize the  opportunity e:'at 
has been offered. Our units will wiihdraw from 
their present positions and spread out over 
the Wider front, while.the other two Lrigades 
drop'behind us. Ours  will be a very respons-
ible job and I know we will do it well." 

Brig. Allard went on to imnress on his 
officers  the  great responsibility in assurin.,:-  
that the truce wes not violated by accieent. 
"Every precaution will be taken," he .  saie, 

* * * * 

STUDENT VISITORS:  A group of students and 
directing staff, totalling• seventeen, of 
Britain's Imperial Defence (nllege, arrived 
in Ottawa on August 3 and began a month-long 
tour of Canada and the United States, Pktional 
Defence Headquarters has announced. 
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