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6. Affirms  the importance of a supportive international economic climate 
conducive to sustained economic growth and development in all countries for the 
protection and sound management of the environment; 

7. Reaffirms that, in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations and 
the applicable principles of international law, States have the sovereign right to 
exploit their own resources pursuant to their environmental policies, and also 
reaffirms their responsibility to ensure that activities within their jurisdiction 
or control do not cause damage to the environment of other States or of areas 
beyond the.limits of national jurisdiction and to play their due role in preserving 
and protecting the global and regional environment in accordance with their 
capacities and specific responsibilities; 

8. Affirms  the responsibility of States, in accordance with national 
legislation and applicable international law, for the damage to the environment and 
natural resources caused by activities within their jurisdiction or control through 
transboundary interference; 

9. Notes  that the largest part of the current emission of pollutants into 
the environment, including toxic and hazardous wastes, originates in developed 
countries, and therefore recognizes that those countries have the main 
responsibility for combating such pollution; 

10. Stresses  that large industrial enterprises, including transnational 
corporations, are frequently the repositories of scarce technical skills for the 
preservation and enhancement of the environment, that they conduct activities in 
sectors that have an impact on the environment and, to that extent, have specific 
responsibilities and that, in this context, efforts need to be encouraged and 
mobilized to protect and enhance the environment in all countries; 

11. Reaffirms that the serious external indebtedness of developing countries 
and other countries with serious debt-servicing problems has to be addressed in an 
efficient and urgent manner in order to enable those countries to contribute fully 
and in accordance with their capacities and responsibilities to global efforts to 
protect and enhance the environment; 

12. Affirms that, in the light of the foregoing, the following environmentdl 
issues, which are not listed in any particular order of priority, are among those 
of major concern in maintaining the quality of the Earth's environment and 
especially in achieving environmentally sound and sustainable development in all 
countries: 

(a) Protection of the atmosphere by combating climate change, depletion of 
the ozone layer and transboundary air pollution; 

(b) Protection of the quality and supply of freshwater resources; 

(c) Protection of the oceans and all kinds of seas, including enclosed and 
semi-enclosed seas, and coastal areas and the protection, rational use and 
development of their living resources; 

. . . 


