
SECTION I ARMS CONTROL AND DI SARMAMENT

1. NUCLEAR AND SPACE ARMS TALKS (NST): STRATEGIC ARMS REDUCTION TALKS

Background

On 8 January 1985 the United States and the Soviet Union agreed to begin 

negotiations "concerning space and nuclear arms, both strategic and 

intermediate-range, with all the questions considered and resolved in 

their interrelationship." Known as the Nuclear and Space Arms Talks 
(NST), the discussions have been divided into three distinct 

negotiations, involving: strategic nuclear arms, intermediate-range 
nuclear arms, and defence and space weapons.

No official name has been selected for the group dealing with strategic 
nuclear arms, though it is often referred to by the name of the earlier 

Strategic Arms Reduction Talks (START). START, which ended without 

agreement in December 1983, was preceded by the Strategic Arms Limitation 
Talks (SALT) I (1969-72) and II (1972-79). Each of these negotiations 

dealt with intercontinental, strategic nuclear weapons. Strategic 

weapons are generally defined as those weapons capable of reaching the 
territory of one superpower from that of the other (specified in SALT II 
as those with a range in excess of 5500 km).

When the new START negotiations began on 27 March 1985, the opening 

positions of both sides demonstrated little change from those taken in 
the previous talks. By the end of the first round of the new 
negotiations (23 April 1985), the Soviet Union had suggested a freeze on


