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Peoce&Security is published quar­
terly to let Canadians know what 
the Institute is doing and to provide 
a forum for the full range of Cana­
dian viewpoints of these issues. 
Opinions expressed in each article 
are the sole responsibility of the 
author and do not necessarily repre­
sent those of the Institute and its 
Board of Directors. Your letters are 
welcome.

resolutions concerned: withdrawal, 
restoration of the status quo ante, 
including the restoration of what 
was internationally recognized as 
the legitimate regime in Kuwait.

We cannot waiver on those con­
ditions.... By the same token, it is 
not a legitimate objective of the 
international community to elimi­
nate Saddam Hussein and his 
regime. We cannot choose Iraq’s 
rulers any more than he can 
choose Kuwait’s.

... I do not believe full-scale war 
is inevitable. There should still be 
at least an even chance that it can 
be avoided. However, we cannot 
ignore the proven track record of 
Saddam Hussein and the uncon­
cerned resort to large-scale war­
fare.... [T]he international 
community is forced to conclude 
that a credible threat of over­
whelming attack on himself may 
be essential to ensure the com­
pelling of his compliance with 
international law ..

Ernie Regehr, Project Plough­
shares: “There is a moral obligation, 
we increasingly hear, to be prepared 
to go to war, whether under formal 
UN authority or not, in order... to 
uphold international law. The rea­
soning is familiar,... If Saddam 
Hussein does not pull out of Kuwait, 
the failure to resort to direct mili­

tary action would set an unaccept­
able precedent. It would show that 
one can flagrantly violate interna­
tional law and get away with it....

I want to argue that this is fun­
damentally wrong ... direct mili­
tary action against Iraq, as distinct 
from monitoring and enforcement 
of sanctions, will exact unaccept­
able human, political, and material 
costs. In addition, it will undermine 
the very principle that its proponents 
claim they most want to defend: 
respect for international law.”

Gwynne Dyer, Military analyst 
and historian: “Saddam Hussein’s 
great virtue, in a sense, is his 
undoubted wickedness....

The great majority of interna­
tional conflicts have incredibly 
tangled pasts and there is always 
some wrong on both sides. This 
case, almost uniquely, is a nice open 
and shut case, and handled well it 
is a great opportunity, but of course 
it has enormous risks. If this pre­
cedent is successfully pursued and 
established, particularly if it can 
be done without war, a year from 
now we will almost miraculously 
find ourselves at least half way 
toward a workable international 
security system based on United 
Nations principles.... But we have 
to get through this one first.”

- Michael Bryans
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Our cover story this issue by 
Janice Gross Stein, deals with the 
gravest issue of war and peace that 
has faced Canada and the rest of 
the world in a long time. The House 
of Commons Committee on Exter­
nal Affairs and International Trade 
has been holding hearings on the 
Gulf crisis, and on 8 November 
heard testimony from three Cana­
dians. The brief excerpts presented 
below from these committee wit­
nesses illustrate the broad range 
and quality of the debate.

Bernard Wood. CUPS Chief 
Executive Officer: “What are the 
international community’s legiti­
mate goals? They are straight­
forwardly defined by the UN
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The Canadian Institute for In­
ternational Peace and Security 
was created by an act of the 
Parliament of Canada in 1984 
to increase know ledge and 
understanding of the issues re­
lating to international peace 
and security from a Canadian 
perspective. The Institute does 
not advocate policy positions, 
nor is it part of the govern­
ment decision-making appara­
tus. The Institute is a Crown 
Corporation. Members of its 
Board of Directors are ap­
pointed by the Government of 
Canada after consultation with 
all recognized parties in the 
House of Commons. These 
provisions help to ensure the 
independence of the Institute.
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