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C. Canada and the 
Official Commonwealth: 

Canada places great value on 
the unique style and content of 
Commonwealth consultation. 
The most important Common-
wealth forum is the biennial 
meeting of Heads of Govern-
ment, where the atmosphere is 
informal and the agenda de-
signed to encourage frank and 
personal discussion of world 
problems— political,economic 
and social — as well as to con-
sider a selected range of Com-
monwealth functional pro-
grams of cooperation. These 
meetings have rightly been 
described as unique in their 
family atmosphere. There are 
no blocs, votes or vetoes and 
the objective is a better under-
standing of each other's point 
of view, including issues on 
which they may differ. Where 
differences persist, it is hoped 
that it will be on a basis of 
friendship and better mutual 
understanding. When a deci-
sion is reached on common 
policy for an important issue, it 
is achieved by consensus. 
There have been some notable 
successes, the latest being 
agreement at Lusaka on how 
the Commonwealth could as-
sist in solving the Zimbabwe/ 

Rhodesia problem to the satis-
faction of the world community 
and all parties concerned. 

The Prime Minister of Singa-
pore, Lee Kuan Yew, described 
as follows the Commonwealth 
consultation process: 

"This is one forum 
where we can speak frank-
ly and generate less ran-
cour. We have the same 
backgrounds ... use the 
same terms of reference. 
We inherited basic institu-
tions and concepts of gov-
ernment in society. We 
understand each other 
better than any other 
group does. We use the 
same diction and con-
cepts. It does not mean 
that we all stay put. We 
are all evolving and dis-
covering our own persona-
lities. We have all been 
brought up in similar insti-
tutions, with ideas and 
ideals which make it 
possible for us to speak 
with an informality and 
intimacy which is not pos-
sible elsewhere". 


