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Se&cretary of State for External Affairs to the United ,States Minister

to Canada

DEPARTMENT 0F EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

O'TTAWA, March 18, 1942.

have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your Note of Mardi 17, 1942,
26, in which you referred to the recommendation approved by the Per-
it Joint Board on Defence, as a resûlt of which the two Sections of the

proposed Vo their respective Governients:-
"the construction of a higiway along the route that follows the general
line of airports, Fort St. John-Fort Nelson--ý-Watson ]Lake-White-
hoeBoundayBig Delta, the respective termini con'necting with
existing roads in Canada and Alaska."

As announced on March 6, 1942, Vhe Canadian Governinent has
red this recommendation and has accepted the offer of tie United States
nment Vo undertake the building and wartitne maintenance of the hlgh-
7iici will connect the airports already constructed by Canada.

It is uuderstood thiat Vhe United States Government will
(a) Carry out Vhe necessary surveys for which preliminary arrange-

Inents h~ave already been miade, and construct a Pioneer Road by the use
Of United States Engineer troops for surveys and initial construction.

(b) Arrange for the highway's completion under contracts made by
the United States Public Roads Administration and awarded with a view
t9 insuring the execution of ail contracts in the siortest possible time
Without regard to whetier tie contractors are Canadian or Anierican.

(c) Maintain the highway until the temmination of the present war
and for six montis Vhereafter unless Vhe Government of Canada prefers
to assume responisibiliVy at an earlier date for Vie maintenance of so muci
Of it as lies in Canada.

(d) Agree that at tie conclusion of the war tiat part of Vhe highway
hihlies in Canadat shail herome in aIl resu)ects an inteLral1 uart of the
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