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Federal and provincial reaction to the May 20 Quebec referendumn

Fedeval Opposition leader Joe Clark said tliat the defeat of the "yes" optionf was a
vote for constitutional change. "Even some of the "yes" votes were for renewed
federaliani," he said. "The initiative is now very squarely with the Federal Goveru-
mrent.... For our part, we support the convening of a f irat ministers' conference now. My
feeling about Premier Lévesque's resppnse to the defeat was that the Parti Québécois
wifl take iminwçiate advantage of any faltering on the part of the Federal Govertnment
on this issue0."

Federal New Deniocratie Party leadler Edward Broadbent sald he was "absolutely
clelighted with the outcome of the referendum but added it was clear the vote called for
a change ini the stqftus quo. He sald talks on constitutional change should begin tis
summer and should include the federaI and provincial party leaders, 'rot just provUincal
premiers.

Ontaijo Premier William Davis issued a strong plea for imnnediate constitriticrnal talks
sain he refoenu "dües 'rot mark the end of a probboin but ratlwr the beginning of

a solution". "Although Quohiocers have made a welkonw decision to deny the Parti
Québécois government a mandate to negotiate sovereignty-association, tis l based on
the conviction that the rest of Canada does not support the status qu#o. ..,Now that the
momentuin for change lias been affirmed ini Quobec, we must throughout Canada carry
theo constltutional. reforro to a succosaful conclusion."

Alberta Premier Peter Lougheed summed up weatern political. reaction when 1w said
lie was pleased that Quebec had rejected sovereigflty-association., The premier ýemrpha-
sized that the referendum results represented 'rot only a vote for renewed federalism,
but an overwhelming vote for change within the framework of a Canadian state. "'The
rnatter is now i the Federai court," 1w sad.

Britishi Columbia Premier WIH Bennett said "the Canadian problero will bo the ability
of the ton provincial govornrents and the Goverunoent of Canada to ait down and
resolve 'rot only thosp Concens that led Quebec to a referendum but also theo concoris
of the other parts of the country that have been sa eloquently expressed by their
premiers. lt's going to be a difficult task but a task that la 'rat insurmountablo ... it's time
now for tihe Govemnment to get on wlth the job," ho aclded.

Saskatcea Premier A4tlanakeny called for an iimodiate first mniltena' meet-
ing to discuss constituional change. "I adopt the vlow that wliat Quebec bas clone la
to give federalism anothner chance. We moust therefore bo able to show that fedoralaro
can respond ini a short number of years," lie said.

Manitoba Premier Sterling Lyon said he was very happy that Quebec had voted "no"

Hle si etoght that the constitution could b. amended wlthin two vears folwino a

ail Canadians, to, seek together for
methods and mechanisms more effective
than those used until now and to b.
willing to make every effort required to
achieve succesa. For that purpose, 1 have
aslked theo Minuster of Justice to begin
imnwdiately a tour of theo provincial
capitals i orcler to obtain theo views of
the premiers on the beat way to follow
up onr their will to change. As for us, our
only pre-requisites for change are the two
which 1 outlined in Quebec as early as
January 1977.

- First, that Canada continue to ho a
real fedoration, a state whose constitution
establishes a federal Parliament with roal
powors applying to theo country as a
whole and provincial legilatures with
powers just as real applylng to theo terri-
tory of each province. Second, that a
charter of fundainental rights and free-
donma be entrenched ini the new constitu-
tion and that it extend ta theo collective
aspect of these rigints, auch as lannguage
riginta.

" ..What we wasnt la to give Canada a
new, modem and functional federal con-.
stitution wlniel will enablo our govern-
menta to botter nnoet theo needs and
aspirations of all Canadiana. Tis now
constitution could inckle, if theo people
sei wlsh, sovoral provisions i aur prosent
organic lawa, but, it wlhl also have to con-
tain new elements reflecting theo most ini-
novative proposais enoring from our

Premier John Buchmnan of Nova Scotia:
confidence~ i Canada, mnd now it la time
kederalisnn. "It's very important that a large
confidence i Canada,"' lie aaid.
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