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Tom Brown’s School Dayu at Rugby.
It is not enough to say of “Tom Brown” that
it is the best school story in the English language.

It stands in a class by itself among school stories.

It gives an interesting picture of life at a real and
famous school, and a portrait under no disguise,
and generally admitted to be true to life, of a great
headmaster. But aside from this interest, it has
positive merits as a story; merits of constructlon,
of characterization, and of style. One of the aims
in studying it should be to find out what these
merits are.

A story of this length cannot, like a Shakspere
play, be read through in class, and I suppose the
method adopted by most teachers is to have certain
chapters read aloud in school, to assign others to
be read at home, and to set questions, suggestlons
and subjects for composition writing. As in the
study of “As You Like It” recommended in the
last REVIEW, the members of the class can be
grouped, and the questions, etc., adapted in diffi-
culty and kinds of interest, to each group. An
attempt should be made . to give all pupils some
grasp of the principles of the construction of a

story, so that they will be able to apply them in

their own reading. They should be led to find out
for themselves that what the author gives us is not
a mere string of more or less connected incidents,
each interesting in itself, but incidents carefully
selected and arranged to bring out the point he
wants to make i. e, Dr. Arnold’s influence on the
individual boy. Here are some points which will
repay study: " :

What proportion of the book is given to Tom’s rlifcr

before he goes to Rugby? What do we learn .about him

from these chapters? Are all the incidents in them of im-

portance to the story? Do any passages in them suggest
that Hughes was dwelling on the scenes and chancteﬂ
because of his own love for them, or mdulgmgan

favourite occupation of preaching? ~Get clearly in ‘mind all
the incidents of Rugby life, all Tom’s experiences, i order,
and all the people whe influence him-in any way, up to
the end of Part I. Note the effect upon him of each ind—
dent. .Is he getting better or worse, or standing still?

Part II begins with a definite statement that here is -
the turning point. - Notice the chapter’ headings. TIs it

usual for the turning point, or crisis, of a story to come
so near the middle? Does the interest fall off after this,
or does it keep up to the end? Are there any incidents
that might be left out? Note what Hughes says about
his reasons for putting in Ch, V., ‘The Fight” Is there

anyotherreamwhy MRM? Doeutthm
any light on Tom’s character M-‘oelitmﬁnwy,
difference in his life. Where doyﬁ phee@lbe limax of
Smneofthemouﬂiﬁngmrmﬁﬁm,"‘
be read aloud by the teacher, or by sorile very good
(if there be such a one) in the

to Rugby; The Football Match; '

House Hall; Hare and Hounds.
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