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good enough for a scboi bouse. It is nat mnany 0

years ago that the saine feeling prevaiied here; butd

better buildings with brighter surroundings are h

gradually taking the Place of the "aild red scbool-

bouse " ' soinetin1es not even red or of any well- t

defined colour. A few of these, bowever, are stili

left for the histarian of education for tbe future ta

laok upon.

Noted Day. In (OctObe?.
Bv Miss E. RoBnNsON.

On tbe 4th of October, 1226, there died one of

the mast fanions men af the Middle Ages--ofle af

the noblest and mast attractive of thase baly peaple

who have won the title af saint. This was the great

St. Francisý of Assisi, the faunder of the order af

Franciscans. When St. Francis was yaung, be

ivas v-ery gay and fond af pleasure, but with a qnîck

intelligence and fine tastes. When he was about

twenty-flve, be had a bad illness, and this tnrned

hîs thoughts ta livinig for others instead of for bum-

self alone. -He began ta give away everything that

he had, and ta care for the poor and sick, especialiy

for lepers and others wbo lad ioathsome diseases

that nmade most people hold aloof- f rom theni. He'

wished ta live, as nearly as he could, the life tbat

aur Lord bad lived on eartb, and little by little he

won over other people ta imitate bu. He gathered

a band of disciples round bum, at flrst only seven or

eieh, and sent theni out, telling theni: "Preacb

peace and patience; tend tbe wounded : relieve the

distressed; reciairn the erring: bless theni wbich

[-ersecute von. and pray for themi tbat despitefuily

use you." Ten years after the band bad increased

ta five tbousand, and before the end of the century

the followers of St. Francis had spread thernselves

Over tbe whole of Christian Eur ope, and bad sent

niissionaries ta every part of tbe known world.

Their strictest rule was tbat of poverty: tbey were

tc possess nothing of their own. St. Francis bum-

self laboured in different countries as a missionary.

and everywhere be gained disciples. At last, worn

ont by toits and sufferings. he died in bis celi near

Assisi. As death drew near. be tried ta say the

i.$2nd psaim. and at the. words: " Bring my saul

c.nt of prison."~ he breatbed bis last. St. Francis

ivas filled wîtb the spirit of the words: " The Lard

is loving unto every man. and His mercy is aver al

His works.7 Not oniv did be love bis fellow-men.

ând show bis lave in deeds of mercy and kindness.

À

ut he was passionately fond of ail God's creatures.
He praised God for "the sun which shone above; for the

.ay and for the night; for his moiher the earth, and for

Lis sister the nloon; for the winds which blew ini his face;

or the pure precious water, and for the jocund fire; for

he flowers under bis feet, and for the stars above his

iead ;-saluting and blessing ail creatures, whether ani-

nate or inanimate, as bis brothers and sisters in the Lord.

In a well-knowfl book called the "Froietti," tbat

s, " The Little Flowersof St. Francis," many mar-

rellous stories are told of bum, some of thern too

ývonderful ta be believed, but ail bearing witness to

be beautiful deptbs of love in bis character, and ta

he influence for good that be 'exerted. The poet

Longfellow bas put into verse the farnous legend of

tbe saint's preachirig ta tbe birds in bis poem called

"The Sermon of St. Francis."

St. Denis, tbe patron saint of France, is commnem-

orated on tbe 9th of October. For hundreds of

vears tbis saint bas been believed by many people ta

be the. sarne as tbe Dionysius who is namned in the

i7th chapter of the. Acts, and wbo was converted

by tbe preacbing of St. Paul. And tbough it is

maintained that this belief is a mistake, tbe popular

stary wili be given bere. Dion~ysius was an Athen-

ian philosopher wbo, white aur Lord was on earth,

went t« Egpt ta study astrolagy. There he observ-

ed tbe tbree bours darkness wbicb overspread the

eartb at tbe tume of tbe crucifixion, and was mnuch

troubled, and meditated long and deeply. Wben

St. Paul preacbed at Atbens, Dionysius beard and

believed; be wa*s baptized and became a bishop, and

later was sent to preacb the gospel in France. An

aid narrative says:

St. Denis arrived at Paris. tbe capital of that country

an exceeding great and rich ci>'. full. of inhabitants and

well provided mitb ail the good things of this earth; the

skies were bright. anid the lands fertile, and it seemed to

Denis another Athens. So he resolved to fix bis residence

there. and to teacb these people who were learned and

haibpy and rich in ail thirigs but those-wbich concernied

their salvation. the way of truth and irighteousiness. There-

fore Denis preached to themi the igospel and converted

mnan>'. This displeased Satan. the enemny of the hinnan

race. i'ho stirred up enemnies against him.

Sa St. Denis was Persecuted; and when he refused

to worsbip tbe Roman gods. bis bead was struck off

with tbose of bis companions. Their bodies were

left ta be devoured bv wild beasts:- but the legend

says that St. Denis arase, and, carrving his bead i

bis hands, walked two miles, ta the site of the

A-ýbbev wbicb bears bis naine. It was the story of

this miracle wbicb called fortb the well-knawfl

wittv savingz: "La distance ne vaut rÏen: ce n'est que


