
SCOUTING GÂMES FOR THE PLAYGROUJND

use of the subject the conclusion secms
obvions that not one of the snggested
Purposes had been accomplished by the
forty weeks' work.

~A second illustration of waste is
causedl through the se1oection of pro-
blems and the vocabu]ary of the text
books. Tu Grade 111. 80 per cent. did
flot know the meaning of dealer, 90 per
cent. the meaning of merchant; in
Grade TV. 80 per cent. did not k'now
the meaning of mason, and 95 pcr cent.
the mneaning of cô*ntractor, etc. The
confusion is illustrated by the follow-
1flg sentences composcd by children:
"A carpenter carpets floors; a contrac-
tor contracts; the broker breaks rocks:
the broker gets broke; the merchant
do0eS no bard work, etc."

The childrcn takzing an irnaginary
trip through a farm were ignorant of
8ueh ternis as poultry, pasture, loading
grain, acres, shipping oats, dairy, crops,,
bill, and a trip tbrongh a groccry store
showed less ignorance. Tt was clearly
deiionstrated that failure in'arithmetic

18 due very frequently to lack of ability
to read-tbat1 is to understand tcrms
or Pieture the conditions of the pro-
blein

To sum, np in the words of the writcr:
8onlietimes the subjeet matter of

Wbole pages may be foreign to the
Children %s experience. For instance,
0f1e of the first pages of a fourth grade
book deals with "the avcrage incoine of
Physicians teslr ftepei'tbet ,aar of t ridt,"the sa]ary of the Governor of
Illinlois'"h'olc oceo e

YokCity,' ''the greatest depth of the
Pacifie Ocean,'' and the distance of the
nlloon and the sun from the eartb. An-
Other Page in1 a fifth grade reader in-
'ludes ''registered votes,'' ''apple blos-
8011S that did flot develop, " "a poultry
rer, lufyarmers' erops,'' ''unseason-

Cdlniber''1 'sugar beets," ''beef tal-

low,'' ''experimental farming,'' and a
''dealcr's profits."

In addition, some of flic problems
even thongh tbey may be about things
or situations that are familiar to chil-
(Iren, are yet stated iii xords that chul-
dren do not use and consequcntly (Io
not understand. Thus one book, in ask-
ing questions about a children's garden,
uses al] of these phrases on one page,
"crectangular plot,'' 'grow on shares,''
"icultivate part of an acre,'' "'possible
to average a crop,'' ''rost scientifle
way.' 'restitis of more nearly perfect
conditions'' and ''scven-eighths of that
figure. "

Moreover, many of the text book
J)roblemis are founded on the answer
and arc consequently -%orked backward
froin that answer.

Tt secmis reasonable frorn al] this to
conelude that tcxt-book problems may
be a source of real waste in the teach-
ing of arithmyetic. To summnarize: The
investigation here recordcd has shown,
after a careful study of numeroUS text-
books, that inany prob]ems involve con-
ditions that are (1uitc untrue to life;
thait manv of the words used were un-
familiar or even quite unknown to the
one hundred children tested; and final-
]y that forty-five expericnced teachers
frorn varions sehool systems have found
the subject mnatter and the vocabularieS
of the varions texts wbich they have
used quite nnsuited to the capacities of
their pupils.

Surely if we really, do not believe in
transfer of training we are not going
to aski cbildren. to solve those problems
whosc conditions are not truc to life;
for if wc give thcrn such problems con-
taining unfamiliar situations or words
we are going to prevent the very thing
for whicb wc are working-clear habits
of thinking by which to inease their

power to make intelligent use of num-
bers.i

SCOUTJNG GAMES FOR THE PLAYGROUND

tWhjle Most scouting gaines are in-
t(ed naturally, to bc played lu open

eoutrY, there are yct inany suitable
for the playgroîind whiclî would pro-

videC a welcomc change fromi plays
grown too famniliar.

The scout's staff and handkerchief
play a proniinent part in bis gaines, but


