SCOUTING GAMES FOR THE PLAYGROUND

use _of the subjeet the eonclusion seems
obvious that not one of the suggested
?urposes had been accomplished by the
orty weeks’ work. ’

A second illustration of waste is
ﬁiliélsed through the selection of pro-
Oomks and the vocabulary of the text
noy ks In Grade I_TT. 80 per cent. did
coct now the meaning of dealer, 90 per
G'rra(.i the meaning of merchant; in
e ¢ IV. 80 per cent. did not know

¢ meaning of mason, and 95 per cent.
eonﬁrlne_aanu.lg.of contractor, ete. The
i Sion is illustrated by the follow-
8 sentences composed by children:
or eearpenter carpets floors; a contrac-

i ﬁn.tlr{'aets; the broker breaks rocks;
dou roker gets broke; the merchant

8 no hard work, ete.”’

tri’ﬁhfh children taking an imaginary
Such 1 rough a farm were ignorant of
grain érms as poultry, pasture, loading
n a,nzacres, shipping oats, dairy, erops,

. 07Wed ]a trip through a grocery store
A t.ess ignorance. Tt was clearly

iS dus strated that failure in arithmetic
o gery frequently to lack of ability

ead—that is to understand terms

or pj iyt
blerfl).leture the conditions of the pro-

T .
0 sum up in the words of the writer:

w Soollénetlmes the subject matter of
childre bages may be foreign to the
one of ltlhs experience. For instance,
00k dea]e ﬁr.s_t pages of a fourth grade
Physieis s ,VYl:c‘h the average income of
dent > ‘fl:},l the salary of the presi-
Hlin(’)iq ,,vae salary of the Governor of
ork C’lt ”t‘}‘le police force of New
acifie Oy, ,t’he greatest depth of the
Moon anéiea,n, and the distance of the
othep the sun from the earth. An-
eludesg?ge In a fifth grade reader in-
Soms 1 registered votes,”” ‘‘apple blos-
raigey ”af‘dld not develop,’’ ‘‘a poultry
ed lamp f’armers’ erops,”’ ‘‘unseason-
mber,”” “sugar beets,’’ ‘‘beef tal-
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low,”” ‘‘experimental farming,’’ and a
““dealer’s profits.”’

In addition, some of the problems
even though they may be about things
or situations that are familiar to chil-
dren, are yet stated in words that chil-
dren do mot use and consequently do
not understand. Thus one book, in ask-
ing questions about a children’s garden,
uses all of these phrases on one page,
«‘pectangular plot,”” ‘‘grow on ghares,”’
¢toultivate part of an acre,”’ ““possible
to average a crop.”’ ‘‘most scientific
way.”’ “results of more nearly perfect
conditions”’ and “‘seven-eighths of that
figure.”’

Moreover, many of the text book
problems are founded on the answer
and are consequently worked backward
from that answer.

Tt seems reasonable from all this to
conelude that text-book problems may
be a source of real waste in the teach-
ing of arithmetic. To summarize: The

ation here recorded has shown,

investig
us text-

after a careful study of numero
books, that many problems involve con-
ditions that are quite untrue to life;
that many of the words used were un-
familiar or even quite unknown to the
one hundred children tested; and final-
ly that forty-five experienced teachers
from various school systems have found
the subject matter and the vocabularies
of the various texts which they have
used quite unsuited to the capacities of
their pupils.

Surely if we really. do not believe in
transfer of training we are not going
to ask children to solve those problems
whose conditions are not true to life;
for if we give them such problems con-
taining unfamiliar situations or words
we are going to prevent the very thing
for which we are working—clear habits
of thinking by which to increase their
power to make intelligent use of num-

bers. '

SCOUTING GAMES FOR

'W .
ten d?&lenn;mt secouting games are in-
eollntrgr ihurally, to be played in open
for thy ere are yet many suitable
Playground which would pro-

THE PLAYGROUND
vide a welecome change from plays

grown too familiar.
The scout’s staff .
play a prominent part in his games,

and handkerchief
but




