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poets Theccritus and Virgil. This la the
diflerence- between the newer generation
of Canadian poets and the older. Between
Fréchette and Crémazie;, Mair and Heavy-
sege. IL l possibiy the difference between
nature-inspired and book-inspired poetry.
The zig-zig extremes of literature have all
the methodie caprice of a typhoid fever
chart. The Elizabethans were foliowed by
Pope and Dryden.

B3ut Mr. Scott, iîowî'ver firmn may bp tho
hoid of tho fin de sicle iiterary malinerismas
upon hlm, is not a poet of manners or of
form, but of feeling.

IL is feeling, however, controlicd by art.
H-e doea not remind one of Browning, as
Mrs. S. Frances Harrison occasionally docs,
for of Wordsworthî, as Sangster doca ; but
seems to bave feit rather the influence of
the Pre-Raphaelitc achool, wltom hie some-
times resembies, tbough without any like
extravagances of expression. These not al-
together safe influences have evideutly been
counteracted in good time by the purer
canons of poetry, whiclt Keats caught front
the Elizabethans, sud fromt Milton's bucolic
verse, of whicli 1 have already hinted. The
resuit on the whoie is a ger.erai poeticai style
wbich bas ail the purity and control of
Matthew Arnold, with a iittle lesa strength
and considerabiy more sweetness.

Add to titis an individuaiity which be-
longs to Mr. Scott, and to no one else lu the
worid, and one may sit down content that
he lias, in generai ternis, described the
standpoint of the poet to the reader, unfa-
iniliar xvith his work ; if a sense of havinog
been guiity of an intolerabie rudenesa does
not prevent hii froin feeling coutented.
For mny own part, tbough to generai readers
there la no mtore facile wîsy of conveying a
clear idea of a poet tiraut by sucli references
as these to writers known to ail, it always
seems a rather lîcartless proceediug to resort
to, and if space were forthtcoming to
make very eiaborate extracts fromt the beau-
tif ui book before me, it would be more c-or-
teous, and cert'siîly tuoro just, to fantiliarize
the r,ýader with the writt'r's uudouiîted
genius, ln thte way h suggest, than hy the
way of references, which 1 have foiiowed.

Pouusibiy the time may yet comte when
critical writing îniiy be unnecessary aud ob-
soiete, like the bired mourners at the f uner-
ai, anti tite reader wiii insiat upon going
direct to the pages of the poet, without the
meddiesome intervention of oue wbo, lu
nine cases out of ten, la lesa capable of
judging than they ara themsalves.

A few lines chosen at randomt wiil giva
at once a clear idea of Mlr. Scott's style,
and as poetry after ail is a vast tesselation
of phrases, 1 bardiy think singla uines ba-
neath the dignity of particular notice-aven
though you, O Codrus, do raise your eya-
browsj at me ! IL was for the phrases sud
word coutpounds that Keats read Chapman.

s.

A ruse lceîf anîd a silver be,
Fr.îii sonîîe g,î'.'s garticu bluxvîi afar,
Goî di th le g<l dceii traniilli3

Il.

Yo.u kîîiiwv tlie joy tif cuîîiîîg iii ne,
After ionig lea"ues tii Franice and' Sptain
'Ih fe'.' thle clear Cit aîli iii fia îut

Atiti tii Gultî f w ater itcave a gatut.

iii.

Floinîg yuur delicate freight
Otît of tule lilae trcc,
Wind, yîîu must waveril gossaîtuer sal
To ferry aý.ceîir .5 liglît.

IV.

The oats hsîig tarnisied iu rte golden fildfs.
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Dowîî to St. Irénéîie l
Ir seeîîîed ais if thie stars andf tlrîxvcrs
Sbould ail go tîtere xvitlî tue.

xVI.
Thenlioielis tiie ljfrtîîîd lîtl oif 1 langi.rt seas.
Sîvayi tIti liglît itiarîsi glasses mlore atnd

Ixiiirîisy dtiiie,
ijasti deep01 ti burjeti crii tus( ,i lut i ilu(e,

[lits madie titi' fragile îîxxcidreiîcled xvitl
dcxv

A lier o)f typais x'itdxitii dreaiîiy tire.

Somte one now shall soon taunit me with
that bon mnot of Heirocles at the expeuse of
the poor simpleton (Seholasticos) who was
of a mind to seli bis bouse, and finding it
impossible to carry the bouse about with
hlm, sud the samne difficuity lu inducing
people to go sud look at it whici real estate
brokprs have found lu modemn times, rook
a couvenient brick front the wall, as a saîi-
pie of the house's qualities, and tried to seil
the house on rte streugth of the brick. But
xitiîout the touch of a Burton thiere la
sontething risky lu the repetition of anec-
dotes ; and 1 wouid assure you lu brief tlîat
these bricks 1 cornte with are front the walls
of "The Magie II1ouse," and bow deiicately
tbey are pressed snd smoothed you have
iearned, and are sulent.

1 hqýve ofren thougbt that a very dainty
antbology might be made lu the selecrion of
Caniadian sonnets. Sangater sud lcavy-
sege have exprcssed tbemselves lu thîls ides!
flormn. It wss bis book of sonnets which
Fréchtette sent home to Paris to lie crown-
Pd there. L'împnîan bas written aL number
of sonnets so chaste andi pure that 1 bardiy
thîink tbey have ever been surpassed. Mr.
Scott lias donc littie lu the sonnet,1 but
where he lias chiosen that formi he lias not
îtsarred it. Here la a train cf tbougitt, as
one îîiight call lt-a broîvu study cf tise

Lt îî iuld i)e sxioct, tii tîiiilý, xihen ve aie tili,
(If aII tii'. baisai it iltys tiî;'t caille tii ass
'[lat liu-e lic i ui, t'i he iries frtii tlie grus,

'Fhere chiari î i thie lices xit iii i ii iiid suitiko

Anid sî iiead the îîîchîîî utts î iheut îiglî,Its ivore
cîîld,

Or' pulcd the bluiii tu uiot li t ihe tutuîlorîushi,
An îîi unrkcd thle rilig-iuig i if tii o ali uy

Whiile ail tue wost xvas bri keui. hturîtiug ginld.

And su 1 l)iui' xviti rhiues tiese uiomuorios-
As girls press uarsies lin the poets leaves,

Auid fiuîd thîcun aftcrwards ivitît sweet sutrprise
Or treasure j)etais uiiugled xvitlt îirftmO,

Loosiliîg tirent iii flic 'ays xî'leî Apuîil guiexes-
A sublîte suutinier lin the raihty roml.

Here la a lyric note. Thue morning bas3
broken sfter the sunumer fitorm.

A iii! now in the iîoruiuig early,
Tîte ciiiuds au-e saiiug »iy

Clcarly, tîli ! s ecat'ly,
'Tli distant, nm ittai us lie.

'Thie xind is îcery îîîilî and. 51
'[']le cloitis tibey lits xii!

Tlî'.y par andi paît andliiux i gi),
'fraei ciitî tigeither sil.

''Fis x-cîy su-cet t , bu ah sýe
Oni tiiuii tIsai 's s', fai r,

Fîtr ut i ig so t lu stt r (i-i st i-ie
lIn tue uuîcoiisct us air,-

Thiese extracts, pî-rhsps ciiuiîs,,ily chosen,
will at heast suggest thp sunsitine of J une
sud tbe melhowneîs of the harvest, which la
shed ail tbrougb the poems. Sometimes the
writer speaka wlth baif-xad badina ge, seume-
times. wlth regret, but generaliy the note
is (ha note of the hope wbich is June'im.

The place whicb wili perbapa becoma a
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part of one's life is a threnody 'iaCU
try Churchyard ") somewhat in the style O

ILycidas " or IlThanatopsiS or1 d by
tions of Immortality." IL if] pervadd5 ,
the saine optimisai and fuil of theS eltiîo
orouit music'. It wjîî not suifer yi
in the samne breath with these 0th8r noble

The OP"
and perf et utterances of poeSy. 1 'îll
ing lines are to the following eifeCt.
not venture to select any partiCuiar Pa

sage.

T[his~ i.- the acre of unfat holuied l'est, 11(i
I'iese stulies, witli w '.ed anîd lichenî

Nt) active gÏrief, ' v)ilicîiïiîiletedî%l
But uîîly tiliïsled werk alîlîiîi'Ille,

Aid bali' f(ir juls heWs
And the lasi guold that suie(te tii' ilsti~ Iigi.

Lies girnicreol bore hGte'.wcc the iri rst

M i eni the au" 1 wi ii tIie ll"tý Sý1ý

lias tiirued tile, slud aldoi litt îch ,1îe

Pi t lie re oh-i Clhance is t'iloil f th 50i

(beenl icaf anîd gray, 1ý1s0i
[Theitiiil A ,SStitl t le tailiicd 001

An îîlG isîwni wcu,7{s are faîir li i!'
wîay.

Sweet fliv rs inay gatiter in t he fcr1*
îî epat icas, t lie ii,îîiigstars~ f ist~,rl
'l'lic bltîod -routs w it tici 1 r nil loi' liil

Li ke iiîaniet s iii t lie iuîieliei' st uittcl ;d

Andî tiat wblite tlîruîg, blti
NV]iicli sîalScs the tIlluigies %ýitti a s

Andu tells the'. rinii liis fi i-g tte" hso l""

Af ter the reuîîarks with xvijch 1 Pre&cill
titis paper, 1 silal] certftinly nt c 0 doe
thiat sucit a thing shouid be, snd yet 1 bei!
seemi strange that Mr. Duincan afpel
Scaitt, of Ottawa, a gentleman Who haf 11ve
ail his life in Canada, and wbo b8 f i ho

nwspirit of Catadian natiOflaitYlt8hoile,
lbe kuîown lu Engliand better titan a which,
lus iast book, "4 11wi Magie th~e, hes
takeni as a piece of bookiaking, 18 ta b
beautiful book i titink 1 ex'er t W8 P
iished iu Engiaud and rtc,,lvEd nt'ae
usutaI notjca there. In the IJ1e
Mr. Scott is well knuwnv and. el)p

appreciated. For ye'.rs I have bc e'ltf
bis poeinq anîd naïve prose papers isfor
Amieî'icau inagazines, without bia Ilèt
a moment thatteatoma reside

Canada and a native of Ontaro TIS
certainrd incidentally. Notiîp0rs
these remarks wiii serve the tri of Ui

ing others iu a siîîîilar manrier. the
The masis of the people do not r, n0

iibrary. But if Longfellow aud Tel'yd
are the poets of the ladies' ro0lin~,

Browning of the Literar de
Wordsworth of tîte field and hilîsia tbe
Locker of the drawing-rooin, Scott 1 th
laureate of the suminer, the POt holidol
hammock and beach, to be read lIn the
pleasurings, in the mounitainsi or byteg
or amid the lakes. On openiflg bis Pl
feel
As umie wlî< itîig iu plti' us city 110*it,'l Air'
Wiieroe iii uses tlick aljd si, orasiilY %t
Forith issuiîg uit a stimulers ni ru ti

A iiititig t he îîiasîîi v il lag'es and ari
Adil lleil, fî-uii ocdi jvn etcle

liglît, ý
''lie sm eil utf graiii, tir tudeid '" 0'ttk

Or eli3 , îlil itraj.ilsg eadl riîrR. S liît

If chtante ti-iti l Yiiilli-lke' tcift ,vl~îi
\Viat pleasiîîu seewieti, f 'r lieritO

We should refleet, that whatever tee' 10

the pride and vanity of ambitionls er 0
flot s0 big as the smallest star whlch w 00

scattered in disorcder and unregarid
tbe pavement of heaven.-Jee7nY


