THE WEEK.

soamm.

Vol. I.. No. 30.

Toronto, Thursday, June 26th, 1884.

$3.00 per Annum,
Single Copies, 7 cents.

CONTENTS OF CURRENT NUMBER.

Topros OF, THE WEER....c...vveurirteuneieceteseeminss s ress ot siiarssossoastassashssass s seesssssssossssasasnestssasssares

CoNTRInUTED ARTICLES—

Current ¥vents and Opinions
Here and There ......... p ............
%;ancul Edueation and 3tudy ..
i 6 Presbyterian Assembly and Party Politics..
ittle Dressed-up DollS.....orveercreeceernarervesininnes
dgar Faweett .........
Tba Churches ....

A Bystander. 466

................. W.F. C. 471
.Margaret Meredith. 471
C. G D. Roberts. 471
Asterisk. 472

GO REBPONDENCE .. .......covv.oveeeeeeessseessseseesereeesseserebss sesesassssesssasa sttt costeressnsasp s rissesssesssss 473
LareRATURE —

THO VICATAZE GAEO.... . ceevierrersiseireeeerreecnsarsessesaessreestcesessssinssnasensiesssssssssens H. K. Cockin. 474
A Recollection . ........ .. E. Collins. 474

Carlyle’s First Loves.—L......coveone Louisa Murray. 474

THE Scrar-Boox

THE Prrioproars

"LITERARY GOSSIP ..ooooveecoee e erorseseree e ST PR TSOPPPPP PRSI

CHESS COLUMN..orv. oo eeeeeerrrenr e it

| The Week,

AN INDEPENDENT JOURNAL OF LITERATURE, POLITICS, AND CRITICISM.

in a’?ﬁg};‘g:—-One year, $3.00; eight months, $2.00; four months, $1.00. Subscriptions payable

On Bubscribers in Great Britain and Ireland supplied, postage prepaid, on terma following:—

pa,e %33-1‘. 129. sbz.; half-year, 6s. stg. Remittances by P. O. order or draft should be made

yz le and addressed to the Publisher.

per l_DVERTISEMENTS, unexceptional in character and limited in number, will be taken at 84

Por 12110 per annum; $2.50 per line for six months; $1.50 per line for three months; 20 cents
Ane per insertion for a shorter period.

gra hll advertisaments will be set up in such style as to insure THE WEEK'S tasteful typo-

ﬁisep ical appearance, and enhance the value of the advertising in its columns, No adver-
ment charged less than FIve tines. Address—T. R. CLOUGHER, Business Manager, 5Jordan

reet,
Toronto. o. BLACKETT ROBINSON, Publisher.

— T

TOPICS OF THE WEEK.

Berore the issue of our next number the Provincial Capital will be
37?:féte and the town will be beset with throngs of sight-seers come to,
‘fltness the Semi-Centennial celebration of Toronto’s incorporation as a
City. What amount of enthusiasm the citizens themselves will manifest
Temaing to be seen, though a whole week’s delirium, in the summer
Solstice, is, we fear, likely to be too much of a tax on the not over-
_ emotional nature of a Toronto populace. Civic rhetoric, no doubt,
f)Wever, will be effective to keep up excitement ; while the glory of muni-
¢lpal pageantry may be trusted at least to lure the small boy into the
atrfeets. Semi-Centennial demonstrations, we cannot help thinking, are
& little absurd, as are those domestic wesknesses, which modern society
enco}ll‘ages,-—the wooden, the tin, and the china wedding. They suggest
the idea of a premature explosion of feeling, akin to the defect in the
Mechanism of a fire-lock, which has a tendency to go off at half-cock.
S‘g‘ld we have whispered into the ears of our city fathers to postpone theil
g and Magoggery ” for another decade, they and the citizens would
fosn 1?9 in a position to make high holiday over the centenary of the
in 11ndmg of t'he towh—a more notable and interesting event. But the city
l'a.thow committed to the affair, and “loyalty to the chief magistrate,” or
er, ex-magistrate, calls for the due exercise of civic emotion and a
ifec.(;ming o'lispla.y of civic pride. The demonstration may not be regretted
&n(; 00n‘tr1butes in any degree to the fostering of a healthy public spirit
the inculcation of national pride in the breast of youth,

IN the commemoration of the settlement of the U. E. Loyalists in
eitl.l&da., Toronto, however, has legitimate excuse for the manifestation of
. I¢ fervour ; and, no doubt, this feature in the celebration will receive its

'Eed of honour. The War of Independence over, Sir Guy Carleton and
0: t’}‘)ed-coms set sail for old Albion, and Washington returned to his efxtates
that le Potomac, what scenes heaven was the witness of in the incoming of
gilve oyal band of Britons among the solitudes of Upper Canada, only t}{e

Oatr't()ngued orator is competent to say. With the beaching of their

) :Oon the pebbly shores of the lake, the country began its national as
thege :Yn began its industrial and social life. To send memory back to
On} imes iy to rain dew on the patriot soul and stir it to the depths,

&s{)a hundred years, and lo, what a change! But fifty, and how much
\th::n a‘cfomplished! Could the city be re-peopled with its old townsmen
of the aimlllal‘ characters of its muddy streets—how little they would know
the Bp aeff! The Strachans, the Robinsons, the Sherwoods, the Allans,

aldwins, the Boultons,—with those thorns in their flesh, the

s

Gourleys, the Mackenzies, and their turbulent following—were they to
re-appear, how wistfully would each of them look for the old market-
place, the lounging-steps of the old fashioned Court-house, the spectral
corridors of Russell Abbey,—and rub his eyes at the wonder that haa
arisen in their stead! The seine drawn up on the beach of old York, the
island a desolate marsh, the town full of pit-holes, with its open creeks
eating their way through the streets, the dear old Meeting-house, with the
hour-glass at the preacher’s side,—things now wholly of the vanished past,
and all but faded from the memory. Is it said “happy the people whose
city has no traditions ?” Reverse the aphorism, say the old men, and we

will give it assent. .

WE give below the concluding and summarizing portion of Goldwin
Smith’s Brighton Lecture on the Conduct of England towards Treland,
which some of the angry partisans of Mr. Blake are describing, ovidently
without having seen it, and on the faith of an Irish-American version of its
contentsag “ denunciatory,” intended to inflame English hatred of Ireland,
and composed for the purpose of “stirring up or aggravating mutual
hatred —as if anything could be more calculated to stir up and aggravate
ill feeling of all kinds than the calumnious and almost delirious pictures
of English conduct and sentiment towards Ireland which Irish nationalists
are in the habit of drawing. It is further suggested on the same trust-
worthy authority that the “diabolical” object of the Lecture was to “harden
the English heart against the wise remedial legislation which Mr. Glad-
stone was then preparing,” though tho Land Act had been passed five
months hefore the lecture was delivered and is repeatedly mentioned by
the lecturer who expresses his conviction that “the same hands which have
given disestablishment and the Land Act are ready to give any feasible
angd rational measure of Home Rule.”

_Be not weary of well-doing. Remember, in half a contury of popular govern-
memt, how much has been effected, what a mountain of abuses, restrictions, monopo-
lies, wrongs, and absurdities has been cleared away. In face of what difficulties has
this been achieved ! what prophecies of ruin have all along been uttered by reaction or
timidity, and how one after another have those prophecies been belied! In the case of
England and Scotland, the fruits of a Liberal policy are visible in a wealthier, a
happier, & better, a more united, and & mere loyal people. In the case of Ireland they
are not yet 8o cloarly visible ; yet they are there. The Ireland of 1882, though not
what we should, wish her to be, is a very different Ireland from that of the last century,
or of the first quarter of the present. Catholic exclusion, the penal code, the State
Chureh of the minority are gono; in their place reign elective government, religious
liberty, equality before the law, A system of public eduoation, founded on perfect
toleration of all oreeds, and inferior perhaps to none in excellence, has beon
established. The Land Law has been reformed, and again reformed on principles
of exveptional liberality to the tenant. Wealth has increased, notwithstanding
all the hindrances put in the way of its growth, by turbulence ; the deposits
both in the savings’ banks and in the ordinary banks bear witness to the fact, Paupe-
rism has greatly declined. Outrage, on the average, has deelined also, though we
happen just now to be in a crisis of it. Under the happy influence of equal justice,
religious rancour has notably abated ; the change has been most remarkable in thig
respect since I first saw Ireland. Influential classes, which injustice in former days
put on the gide of revolution, are now at heart ranged on the side of order and the
Union, though social terrorism may prevent, them from giving it their open support.
The garrison of Ascendency, political, ecclesiastical, and territorial, has step by step
been disbanded ; an operation fraught with danger, beeaunse those who are deprived of
privilege are always prone in their wrath to swell the raenks of disaffection, which yet
has been accomplished with success, If the results of politioal, religious, and educa-
tional reform seem disappointing, it is, as I have said before, because the main question
is not the franchise, or the Church, or the public school, but the land. With that
question & Liberal Parliament and a Liberal Government are now struggling ; while its
inherent difficulties are increaged by Tory reaction on the one side and by Fenian revo.
lution on the other, Of all the tasks imposed by the acoumulated erress and wrongs
of ages, this was the most arduous and the most perilous. Yet hope begins to dawn
upon the effort. Only lot the nation stand firmly against Tory and Fenian alike, and
againgt both united, if they mean to conspire, in support of the leaders whom it
has ohosen, and to whose hands it has commitied this momentous work. If
geparation even now were to take place, what has been done would not have
been done in vain. Ireland would go forth an honour to England, not a scandal
and a reproach, as she would have been if their oconneotion had been severed
sixty years ago.. If any one doubts it, I challenge him once more to compare
the state of Ireland with that of any other Roman Catholic country in the
world, But of separation let there be no thought ; none at least till Parliament
bas done its utmost with the Land Question and failed. Tiet us hope, as it is reasonable
to hope, that where so much has been accomplished, the last and erowning enterprise
will not misearry. Bettle the Land Question, and that which alone lends strength to
politioal discontent, to conspiracy, to disunion, will be gone. Passion will not subside
in an hour, but it will subside, and good feeling will take its place, Tlie day may
come when there will be no more talk of England and Sootland governing Ireland well
or ill, because Ireland, in partnership with England and Scotland, will be governing
herself, and contributing her share to the common greatness and the common progress;
when the Union will be ratified not only by necessity, but by free conviction and good
will ; when the march of wealth and prosperity will no more be arrested by discord, but
the resources of the Island will be developed in peace, and the villas of opulence per-
haps will stud the lovely shores, where now the assassin prowls and property cannot
gleop secure ; when the long series of Liberal triumphs will be crowned by the sight of
an Ireland no longer distracted, and disaffected, and reproachful, no longer brooding
over the wrongs and sufferings of the past, but resting peacefully, happily, and in
unforced union at her consort’s side. The life of & nation is long, and though by us
this consummation may not be witnessed, it may he witnessed by our children,



