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window up. Men pray for others, and feel it is rigbit-men pray for thcm-
selves, and feel they rnust :they pray for faith, and gentieness, and love and
truth-they pray everywhere uI)of desert plains, upon the Nvild, unJ)e01 led
ivastes of the earth-in crowâcd thiorouighifres-in gorgeons tenîples-in humi-
ble cottages-in the rnansiplns of the great and the noble-the Péople pray-
and the great human heart throbs responsive to the Master's voice that rings
ont over all tUe want and woe and tearful agony of the world, "lAsk and it
shall bc given you-seek and ye shall find-knock and the door shall Uc
oi)ened unto yoi."

If xvc Christians are righlt in asserting that no laNw, no decrees can corne
betwccn God and ourselves-that prayer is possible, is rocasonable, and is
grandly helpful; thcn the question cornes, what is prayer il What do we mean
by it ? I said just now that prayer is religion in motion. That is a broad and
general definition, but wc mnust have something more specific. Nowv prayer, I
take it is, subjective, and it is objective-that is to say-it embraces the man
praying and thc (iod addressed.

Some rnen seem to think that prayer is a mlere sentiment and nothing
more. But that is not su at ai]. It is not a mere sentimnut,. a state of ini, a
condition of beart, a passive tbing. It is a %vork ; it is anl cffort;- anl effort that
calîs into play ail the deepest, higbest, truest forces of tbe soul. Wbcn a, mîan
sinks clown upon blis knoces at night, because lie is accustomed to do it, and
utters a few sentences lie has got accustorncd to unter, confesses sins of which
lie is not conscios-or, if lie is conscious of them, feels noc burning shamle iii
consequence-asks for virtues that lie lias no thought of seeking, ancd would
hiardly bouse them ini bis heart if they camne in answver to bis eall but tbinks
only of tUe wvork lie bias donc to-day, and the cares that ivili corne to rnlorrow,
that man doesn't pray. 1'rayer is not simp~ly the tlirowving of ourself into a
certain attitude tbat bespeaks humiliion ; prayer is not the saying of wvords
merely ; it is an exertion ; a great conscious effort of the wbôle man. It is anl
effort of the uincerstanding. A mîan inust //,lnk if lie would pray. Hie sîeaks
tc) the Being whor bie cails (od, tUe Alcnigbty, the Aill-wise, tbe lk'erîîal. Wh'at
do those w'ords mean ? WVbat do tbey mean to tbe mani wbo itters tbein il If
thcy are sîrnply phrases, worcls 111)01 wor(s ancd notbing more, the effort is not
great. It is as easy tI) say Goîl, as hiil-Arnigbty, as inotntaiîî. Blut wh'bcî
the words are but the dress of great conceptions, great icîcas, great thouglbts,
tien the mnan will bc almost over%%vbeiinecl îvith tbe treniendus importance of
the lworcs lic is tusing. 'lo think of (iod, tbc nmystery of lus being, tUe
Alrnightiness of I lis powver, the inrnensity of I is liresence, besetting uis aIl
bechind and beforc, and laying I lis baud upon uis, is surcly thinking of tbe
higliest kind, is surely the mnost royal effort of tbe undcerstandiuig.

And then, to pray is to p>ut tbe affections, tbe ernotional part of man, into
activity. ']'cie prayer is not boni of fealr, it is the outcoilue of)the love principie
as it bivcs ailni ovCs il) tbe lbart. 'l'be bumnan love gocs ont and conmes into
contact with tbe love of ivhich is divine. Tb'le divine Ueauty is tbe object Of
highcst adrirtioni-thie divine polver cails forth loving aîve ancl worship-the
divine will-so strong, and yet su beniefîcent, brings the hurnan licart to feel
oUed icuce, and tUe feeling rushes îp tu the i ps, break ing ou t i n the cry, Il not
mny will, l)ut '[bine Uc do>nc." AndI su prayer is tlîe highcst effort ani exercise
of the cînotioîs-it touches every fibre-it sweeps across every tiglitened string,
and calîs forth aIl the music of the souil.

And then, prayer is also an exertion of tUe wl/. Yon caniiot pray, unless
you ii to pray. Men talk of xvandcring tbuugbîts in tUe sane(tua.ry, of distrac-
tion of mind ; thcy say they arc w~orldly, andi womlclly tîcouglts will coule. No
vionclcr that they do corne. 'Fbcre is no effort, made to keep thern back. '[bey
have nu such distractions duiriig Icours of business-at least, I have not heard
of it--and tbecy have nu snicb distractions during thc hours they have to devote
to plocasu~re. 'Ihere are no uigly black carcs rising up to tornent thein %wben
they have met genial conmpanions, but there arc wheni they enter their closet to
pray, there are when thcy enter Uic bouse of rnan's wvurship. '[bat is no miystery.
XVhcn they go to business thcey lit forth aIl the strengtli of will they bave; tltey
wilI liear of nothing cisc, will talk of nothing eIsc, will think of nothing cIsc
until the day's work is donc. And they doc~ the day's work, not yawning over it.
If men would pray, thecy must. wl to dlo it just as rnnch ; they nmust shut tUe
door and draw tîce bouts ; thcy intist corne to the sanctuary, ilot to wait for an
inspiration, ucut hoping to bc initurestecl, not to yielcl theinscîves to any
influence tUe l)reachccr nîay have, or to find tUe Spirit of thc place ; they inust
luring a spirit iîîto tUe place ; tbicy niust corne to worsliip God as expressly as
they go to work in the week. 'ihere înuist Uc thc saine stemu andl resolite w~ill,
the sainîe concentration of thouglit and purpose. su yu will sec, I hope, that
lurayer is uiot beneatlî the carc and concern of practical men ; is îîot a mere
sentiment fit ouily for the weak and the dreainy; but is the highest exCI cisc of
tUe bigliest faculties ; is tUe grandest exertion of which the soul is capable.
'l'lie lofticr the thouglht, thc fîîîcr the ernotion, the stronger the xvili, and tUe
tîtier tic lurayer will lue, and tue firmer the grasp of faith and love uponi Him
wbo is tUe oluject of aIl prayer.

But wbere it luegins it does not end. It embraces God, the living, loving,
personai God. 'Ihat cry of tUe cxilcd forsaken Psalmist was significant. It
was tUe cry of hutranity-" my soul thirstctb for God, even for tUe living God."
A living God alone can bc the object of truc prayer. Not tUe god of tUe
heathen, carvcd from wood or stune ; not tUe god of the mere philosopher, an
abstraction, an essence, a systern; and not tue god of science, fcttered by His
own laws, and a prisonier in the womld He lias made, but God as tUe patriarchs
and prophets knew Hirn, personal, purescrit, a King, a Friend, God as jesus
Christ revcalcd Him, that clothes the lily with beauty and fecds the ravens
when thcy cry, that notes the fail of a sparrow, that succours and saves men,
is thc universal Father of universal man, not giving a stone to tUe starving, or a
serpent to those who ask for a fisli, but knowing bow, and being always willing,
to give good things to tbosc wbo ask him.

Prayer is petition ; it is the cry for bread ; it us the cry for the graces and
virtues of the spirit ; it is the soul, conscious of its weakness, of its imperfec-
tions, crying out to have the infinite strength to, lean on, and the infinite peace
in the hcart. But it is flot always petition-at its highest, perhaps, it is flot
petition at all-it is the converse, communion between the Son and His Father
-between the quickened soul and the quickening spirit. .The child, always

conscions of its wants, is always makîng petition, but tUe man wbo bas learlit
to love God greatly, wUo bas got to feel tbat religion is more than a mere
escaping of bell and getting inito heaven, is more than mere forgiveness and
inward peace, is in truth great principle, great character, great manhood, longs
most of ail for communion with God. He wants to talk witb tUe Father of bis
spirit ; Uc wants to receive God's tbouglits into bis mi. 'lUle bond of union
is sealed, but tUe soul requires more;- it Imist have fellowship. And that is
lirayer. In prayer you cry to the great giver of good ; yon stretcbi ont your
hands empty, but irnploring. Von do more: You talk witb tUe King of kings
and Lord of lords; yoil lold communion with highest Ucaven. What can yOn
seek loftier than that ? Yon can forget yonr wrath, and all the cares it ljrings.
Voni can forget yonr poverty and tUe cold of it. Von can lift your manbood to
its highest, and feel the lieart bUn with truest rapture as the Lord talks with
you by tUe way. _______________

CORRESPONDENCE.

It is distinctly to be borne in mind tbat we do flot by inserting letters convey any Opinion
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i Canada.

No notice whatever will be taken of anonymous letters, nor can we unclertake to returi
those that are rcjected.

NATIONAL DEBT.

7e the Edilor- (f thie CANAIAN Si'ECTArOR :

Siia,-Given a sufficiently long and strung lever, together witb a fulcrumpi
and douUtless sortie ingenioils individual would find a way of inoving tUe world
out of its presenit position, destroying tUe balance of botU centripetal and
centrifuigal force, tluus cnding tue chapter of life; and so, if it Uc allowed tO
Mr. Thos. Darling to star. on tlîe prernises that Uce dues, hc will doubtless Uc
able to prove that National I)ebts are a curse instead of a Ulessing to a couintry.,
Says your contributor : "'rbe evils necessarily resulting from National Debt
aplucar to lue l)owerlcss to mestrain Mînisters from resorting to boans, aithongb
the xvelfarec of the nation clearly indicates tUe expediency of an Opposite course."
Now~, nothing whatever iii tUe whole of tbe contribution proves convuicingly
that first of ail there is anl cvii in borroxving, although Mm. Darling dues to a
certain e\cent shew ttc inod/as operandi at present inuse for Canada is at
fault. I''le practice ah une hirnie," in short, says Mm. Darling, Il was to amass
rnuney and huard it up, s0 that if anly unforeseen circnmrshances aruse mneiy
slîuuld lue forthcornîng to meet sucli einergcYncy." Is your contributor speakling
according to chuapter and versei and if suo, will Uc give unle soiitamy instance in
liistcury wben nations have not baci tu caîl îuretty roundiy on the peuple for
money uinder exceptional circunmstances il For what mattcrs it whcther you
eall til enough for 1, 2 or 3 ycars ail at once-as is tUe case in modern times-
or corne cwn cvery year for tUe amjounit. 'l'le oniy difference is, that in tUe
last case additional hardsbip) is necessarîiy entaiîed, and iith nus)ra]cousae
luenefit wliatever. Take a simpule case as an illustration. UeUy os
and invests aIl tlîe capital at comnand, and after living ini sucli bouse for a
twelvenionth certain reulairs of consideraUle exhent, and improvements also, necd
ho Uecldonc. 'l'lic owner's inecume is not large enough ont of une year to alloV
of a decluction suffucient ho mneet thîis unforeseen expense, and is Uc, therefure,
according tu Mm. D)arling, not to trench un lus future incume for tbe benefit
of bis preseuît and future accommodation ? May Uce not rightfully enouigh
divide such cxpense, say into five, and spread tUe arnount over that nuriber of
years ? A nîational delut is exactly tUe saine sort of thing. A yunlig nlationi
like Canada necds uuuening up luy means of railivays, canals aiid roads. It
would Uc utterly impossible for the inhabitants to supply tUe monley as a lae
for the carryig on and cumpletion of tUe necessîties of trade and civilizatiofi;
yet is tUe country to stay behiind ini an undevcloped state wben tUe rnionc n
l)e obtaincd at easy interest and payable by a sinking fnndi If such %vere tO
Uc tue case, it would Uc a poor look ont for tUe I)ominion ; for flot onîy would

.UepU epoouur, but tUe door by whicb sUe can Uc dclivered froin SnCci oetus effectually sbut. If I recollect riglitly it was no less an authority tban john
Bright, M.P. for Manchester, wlho once stated that nu country was well Off t'Il
it Iîad a good national delut to act as a sheet anchur.

Refermitig to the luresent raising Of £3,00,000. It bas been obtaiflcd at
a low rate of interest, cornparativeuy speaking. Supîuosing Guvemnflintheiadeterminced to raise it iii the country by îuutting on a tax 'of so Iflluhli edollar on A il is subjects, %vhat ilîdescribabue misery îvould Uc caused I'i
little mioney a farinier inay have put Uy for buying tUe ]and adjoinig ort ofstockiuîg ]lis already-owncd faruîî, w-ould Uc swallowed up, an-d at a CO nabout five times more than that at ivhicb it cao at present Uc borrocd ' s~i ce
tUe much larger interest that tue farmer could carn would Uc lust tO "'In and
su indirectly lost to tue cunutry. 'l'le argument tlîat as nncli Of tue boan
as convenientîy puossible shouid lue taken up in the country is goud and Sound,
and to carry this out I xvouid propuose that tUe Govermnent in future shnl dias is donc ini France, viz., issue bonds of small amount, say $io, and S0 Putt
in tUe powver of evcryonc to bold some stake, lîuwcver srnall, in lus country-

Another fallacy Mr. Darling bias fallen into is that tUe present labýotirers 1
tUe country can Uc sustained by tUe prescrit produets. Su far, good ; don ches
they can. But Uow are they to obtain the whîerewitlîal to purchaese c
products? 'I'ere arc thoîusands ont of cmploy-men wbo bave been used tO
lietter things thian day labor-yet many and most of tlîem arc 50 drive"i aS to
Uc glad to earn bread Uonestly anyway, and if flot Uonestly-w y, disiOne t'y *
for une cannot expect a man to agrcc with tUe magistrate wbo s aid, upofi the
prisoner at the bar excusing bis tbeft on thc plea that Uc must live, "I reallY
don't sec the nccessity for tlîat." TUe introduction, therefore, of capital 1rto
the country acts beneficialuy in every way, provided moderate rates of intere5t
be paid for such advances, for, firstly, it creates a dcmand for labour to exPelid
such money; secondiy, the labourers create a demand for tUe produetS Of tUe
countr.y through their labour; and tbirdly, the country generally becoliies 'r
prosperous by the dispersion throngh different anîd multitudinous courses of the
sucb acquired wealth. I must apologise for trespassing so molucl o O oU
valuable space, but trust the importance of the subject will prove a sufficle-ut
excuse. CANADIENSIS5
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