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. THE ISLAND,

Dear Gnrussrer,—I am a bachelor, fond of
good eating and drinking, end partial to exercise,
when the heat of the weawier is moderate. Swim-
ing Iam very find of. Ilove to plunge into the
goa; to sport about amongst the waves; to dive, to
flont ; in abort to do every thing that is possible to
do when in the water. When I first came to Cana-
da, that is to Toronto, I felt like a fish out of water.
Ibad no sea to plunge into—no mountains to climb
—~no scenery to sdmire. But as I came out bere
with other objects than swimming, or roaving
abroad in search of the beautiful, X soon rcconciled
myself to my lot. Ilearned to see benulics in flat
plains, and found a pleasing substitute for th¢
strong 8alt waves of the sea, in the mild waters of
Lake Ontarjo.
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I b i ger on the Fire Fiy
bound for the Island. Last year we bad nothing
to complain of. The enstern part of tbe Island was
et spart for those fond of aquatic recreation ; the
western part of it was for the most part mozopoliz-
ed by pedesirians, male and female, or to apeak
more affectedly, ladies and gentlemen. The eastern
portion of the Island is completely washed away—
s0d now there is no place in which one can enjoy
& gwim, without ronning the rick of being caught
in the act by half-a-dozen young ladies—I will calj
them ladies this time.

Now, Sir, it is not a very pleasant thing for & mo-
dest yonog gentleman like me to be placed in the
awkward sitaation I havo alluded to; and it is far
more unpleasant slill to be obliged to give up a
pleasant and o healthy exercise. _ Therefore I com,
before the public to kuow what I am todo. To
swim, or not to swim! That is the question. And
for my port,—I say by all means, swim! Sink or
swim is my motte. But st the same time I would
not be churlish. ;T would divide the Island fairly
botween pedestrians and swimmers. If the pedes-
trians take the esst—ibat is the swimmers, we wil
take the left. Ifthey take the west we will be con.
¢ont with (he east. But they, ngr we, should not oc-

cupy the whole Island.

Before I cloge, T may a3 well tell you ag idea I
bave on the subject of rquatics, and that ia, thst
gome place should be set apart for our females to
wash themeelvesin.  You thiak [ epeak queerly on
the sabject, Mr. Bditor; but it's the truth, They
must be as fond of the water as we are-—~of course
they must. Every one who has visited a watering
place on the sea-side knows that. And what a
curious sight it is to eee,from a distance, s I bave
soen, a conple of thousand women  dippiog,” as
they call it,3n_the salt cea) bobbiog around, avd
ducking up and down, like 80 many ids out

coutrary Society.” A portion of the beautiful Hum-
ber Bay would just be the place for them.

Tlowever, I must return from the Humber Bay (o
the Island, nnd conclude by reguesting that a parti-
tion of the Island be made as soon as possible, so
that those who go over to cnjoy a swim may be
enabled to do so without any fear of haviog their
aervous gystem deranged, say on the eastera porlion
of the Island, while those who merely want to soilf
in the fresh air may do it at their leisure, say on the
west portion of the Island. Hopirg that my re-
warks will meet with your approbation,

I heve the honour to remain,
Your obedicnt servant,
Diox Doox.

DRESS C0ATS,

In & recent critique in the Leader, the ctitic pro-
fesses bimself shocked that the g present
at the Opera did not wear éress coats; and sug-
geets that in fature they should do so out of respoct
to the ladies present. Wequite agree with the sug-
gestion. It is really very provokiog to see the Val-
dalism tbat reigns in the boxes on many occasions;
Not only do the gentlemen not wear dress coats,
but itis next to a miracle that they wear conts at
all. Tbey seem to bold in contompt the establish-
ed custom of pitting down, and discover n decided
leaning towards 4 reclining position,—their bead at
one of the seat, their feet at the other. Sometimes
the position is varied, the gentleman preforring to
haog his feet over the back of the next geat. Sowme
occentric gentlemen prefer sitting on the back of
one seat and resting their fect on the back of the
next. '

OFf course this is sll a matter of taste, So alse
is the beastly habit of chowing tobaceo, and quid-
ding the Joathsome compound over the floor; and
8150 Lhe vulgar habit of reading vewapapers duriog
the performances. But it is a taste that we thiok
more honoured in the breach than in the observ-
ance. The secret of this unbealtby state of thinge
is that the theatre is not patrouized as it ought to
be by the aggregate of our respectable citizens.
And we slmost despair of seeing them come forward
to do 80, until the thestre is reoovated. If wehad
o now theatre,~-at least, if the boxes in tho present
one wote wade comfortable,—there is no doubttbat
o more agroeable atate of things would cxist. The
ladies would be present,—for the dear creatures
dearly love to 6ce and to be ccen; and there would
be no occasion for any one to complain of the uo-
gallantry of the goatlemen in venturing iato their
presence in ought but the most unexceptionable
dress coats.

‘Whils sayiog all this, let no one think we that go
in snobbishly for dress coats. Freize is the sluff we

on o jollification. Ab1 Mr. Editor, it is that sort
of exercise that makes the fine, heallhy, fearless
mothers. Why should we not have something of
tbe same sort here. We cannot bave the sea; but
our femnles can bave ag much freah water as they
like. That is, they should be able to have. For
Hen.ven knows there is enough of water. Why
wor't the Jadies getjtogether and form a club, to
boe called the ¢ Matual Dippiog fand Fresh Water
Bithing notwithstanding-what-goy-fool-saye-to-the.

hang our faith on. But the right coat jn the right
placo is a maxim that must bo adbered 10. The
critic who made the suggestion in the first place, ng
doubt had in his mind the enstom which obtains in
the large cities outside Cunadn. He would bave vs
agdimilate our siyle to that which is observable in
the large theatres of the Old Country. There can
bo 1o good orjection why we should not. However
there is thia to say in of the dresp-cont

style not prevailing universally ; and tbat is, that
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- whereas in large theatresthere ato the dress boxes
and the undress boxes, besides two galleries and &
pit, here we buve only one row of boxes, icto which
the dross and tho uadress must squeezo themselver.
[tianot every gentlempawho goes to tho theatre that
will worrit himselfinto o dress coat, especially when
the glass is ninety in the shude, and ¢f course be is
right. A gentleman is a geutlcmen no matter how
heis dressed. But in these remarks wo eapecially
aim at o class of men,—we beg pardon, gentlemen,
—who frequent the boxes, who, we are sure, will
at once recognize their portraits without us being
wore specific.  Some people may soeer at the dress
coat suggestion, but overy right-minded porson must
adamit that if]it ia au error of judgment it is one on
the right eide.
——el s,

COMPLIMERTARY PIC.NIO.

We understand it is the intention of the members
of the Toronto Field Battery to give Lieut. Gharles
E. Holiwell a complimentary Pic-nic, previous to
his departure for Quebec. Licut. Holiwell has
been a very energetic Officer of the active Militia
Force, and bis brothers in arms take this method of
showing somo tangible proof of their esteem and
respect for himself and their apprecintion of bis
services in connection with the corps, Deservedly
popular as he is- with the members of the Battery,
Lie is equally esteemed ‘and respected by all who
have bad the pl e of hig acquaiatance, our-
selvea being amoung the number, and will leave To-
robio with the best wishes of a large pumber of
friends for his future welfare. It is scarcely neces-
eary to add, that the pic-nic will be numerously at-
tended, and that the viauds and music will be
everylbing that can be desired. The ladies, of
courso, will boe well ropresented, to do honor to tbeir
fuvourile Count, aud on Thursday; 11tl inst., bright
Sunnyside will resound with mirth and gladness,
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Is it & jolte ?

‘ Extraordinary as the feat was, however, a till
more astonishing ono is yet to be peyformed It
wag actually dto the bl ¢ the
close of the pcrformunce this eveniog, that o Blon-
din would cross againon the 17th instsot ; that
he would walk across tbe rope, and then \vuh a
whealbarrow, coil up the rope on which he walke
and wheel it to the other side of the river,”’—Spec-
tator,

A rewnrd of five sbillings is hereby of-
fered to any ono who will undertake to decide
whetler the aboveis a jokeor not? The Spectator ia
famous for stupid jokes, which inclines to the bo-
lief that on this occasion a joke is meant. If 8o, we
advige the p¢rpetrator to make another and then
bang bimself. The Speclator has now perpetrated
its most stupid.
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