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fu AN ADA must grow more wheat this year.- But
~,merely to repeat this noît-arguable fact <loes nut

bring one single additional acre under cultivation.
The desired end-more hetanobv-Iously Wi attained
only by one or both of two methods, either more w-heat
per acre or more acres under wet

The flrst, depending as it do-es uponi cause-s mostly
beyond human control, can be omiitted front thsdisc-
sion. The second is therefore the only logikal solution.
Either the mari who is growing wheat aIready muiist grow%
more, or else the mani who isn't growý-ing ilt iiisi ro
sorte now.

The Canadian fariner ini 1917 grewV ;-34 Million
bushels, whicbi was less than h.e grew in the two preced-
ing years but probably the. best lie could do iii the face
of natural obstacles. With both patriotic and pecutn*liry
motives to actuate him, practically evýery Canadian (arr,
wbo can grow wheat is doing Sc>. Limlted as lie is by
the. possession of only one pair 0f hands, lic lias probablyPI
reached the lihit of what h.e van growv unies, lie re-
linquishes sortie other branch of agriculture -- i which
case there would t-esult a storm of indignation at the
then-impossible prices of bacon, eggs,, milk, vegetables
and beef.

The number of wheat-,growers lias, of course, ini-
creased to scme extent. Sixty-one thouisand immfiigranits
entered Canada from the. United States hast vrear, amiongst
whom were a large anber o0f agriculturists-a larger
proportion, indeed, than in most previous years. In the
three prairie provinces, whither most of tliese immigrants
went, there was in consequence a large amount of new
land broken. There w-ill be a greait nyn more imimi-
grapts coming in thi- yepr, war or no %var, for whieat
prices are higli, prairie land is cheap, and a good cr-op
wll pay for the land in the first year.

PVobably, too, the back-to-the-4and publicity lias
borne some fruit. Probably a certain numIber of city
wvorkers, partly- in a desire t> help the cause, partly at-
tracted by th. profit of raising wheat at a fixed prive of
$2.21 per buslbel <witli a not-distant prospect of an in-
Crease), part1y to beat the higla cost of city, living, are
now growing- wheat. Let us hope sol, at any rater, if only

B-ut (een theni-
'lhli s is the daIN <if vnthn"Noiefrxape

tha:t Ulien Ille ;rtiIhl, Nliniisteýr wants 8oýo,ooo) more
mlcii, hie pasa splenidid tributel( to what hias hecen donle

tg) date, but Ilivlude -Ee hn-; anld gets hi,. men.
fin 1917, Caaahdnal 11 millin ac(res producîng

wbaneakrly fourteen of hchwr ini the prairie pro.
ine;but even the there are ,40million aicres Ii

C'anadal, \%ithoult goling to the robl of linluding theý
Yuikon and Ille N*or-l\th-esIt ertori(eS.

It wvould, o!l Iouse (b ridiculous to) ugct tlat
vryone o! iltheac should Ixu producing wheat.

MNilllio)ns -Ç themii arc alieady producing so)mething9 eise
inisenabesuch as, bacon or. hec!; other milli101ns arO

afl'orested, roc*ky, mnineral-bearlig, clay, 'swamp, alkali
or usuiable \'t unlssthre arc flot numiierous othler

iilions. sNtiIl remlainling thiat should bc producing wlicat,
Canlada1 wouild not bu iii tii. colonizattgin gameit--would(
nita 1w able to utilis sloganl o! -1,11 World's Future
Brezld Bakt"for _,34 million buishls, while tliey sotind
liket a bi)g qntyare but :i drop ]il the b ofe the

wldsnecdS.
The prairie prov-inces, for instance, have ani acreage

of 4ix0 million. 'llie esiate ia been miade, and as far
as 1 11;1w lisnye en iptetat zoo million acres
ar'e sulitable for ('tiva.:tltin.Th area aictually cliae
to aIl crops, according to thie incomlple-te data tlliat car'
bulx, t~ from goeaetstatistics, is about zc>
million tcre; tht 1, to say, abolit lo peýr ct.of the.
estimiatcd resouirces. Ini other wods 1a this, the mlost
stuFpendous, mioment in thle history or the wvorld, M0pt
cent, of thc best irh.t land in, Ill. British Emlpire,
capiable of produtcing eniough, food to feed for a year, at
the. mlost mlodecomuttin f roml 30x) tg) 40) million)t
peole, is lying idie.

Conscript it ? his (Iemagogic solution is chaira<teriaed
b)y a1 ce(rtali ineptîtiude whlen it ik remembe111xred thait while
there ar cultr in land the4 sameit as there alre specui-
lators in stocksý and in f(xod, tlie .majority of this land is
lield lither hy the goverram-ent, wlio wilreadily ieanly

no-tuocmile over eighiteen yeairs of age î6o- acres
oif il (r.., or by owneqrs who wvould rea-dily seIl it te any.
ene w.ho could pay the current market price. To scs


