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ever, of this neglect and change of fas*hi6n 1I stili venture to maintain
that the sword, as it is the oldest, is still the queen and noblest of
%weapons. Sad it is that we, the British, 'are the only nation in the world
iwho have learnt to undervalue and despise this tinme-honored weapon.
Ail miodern experience has. proved that there are moments in rnany
actions when hand-to-hand fighting niay ensue, and woe to the arniy or
the soldiers who trust àlone to the bullet. In night attacks, as at Tel-el-
I.ebir, and such mnanoeuvres as were inaugurated lately by Sir Evelyn
Wood at Coichester, in the assauit of entrenched positions, vedette and
outpost duties, and above ail in Arab and Eastern warfare, where the
swvord stili hoids its own as the weapon of honor, the art of fence wilI
-tili maintain its value. But beyond this, the soldier should be taught
that a good swordsman at close quarters has immense advantages over
lis. adversaries, however he may be outnumibered. Modern discipline
and miusketry training tend to make the soidier an excellent and reliabie
mnachine, and to give him a sort of imipersonai and impassible courage
Nvhich helps him in pitched battles and strategic mnovements under fire.
Butt there are chances, especially in savage warfare, where more than this
is rcquired, and where the soldier miust becomne a unit and assert his
courage individually. nhe cool inipassibility which wins prizes at Wimi-
lledon, where ail emotion and enthusiasm niust he suppressed and the
coni)etitor becormes a statute, is too often at fatult in the mielec or the
skirmiish. 'l'le bayonet wvon Inkermian, and a;serted itself splendidly at
the Alima; while 1 venture to believe that the said weapon and the sword
colfllined, wvith a da-sh to close quarters, wotild have cleared the Majuha
Hill of the Boer mnarksmien, wfio« were ailowed to shoot our nien down
fromi safe covert, like rabbits in a cul-de-sac. Miiitary courage is of two
ordlers, and its actual shape derives fro n p)articulae training, Firearmis
and their enipioymient in modern batties have deveioped collective at
the expense of individual bravcry, and as the sword went out of fashion,
the hiabit of seîf-reliance, personal activity, rapidity of mnovemient, physi-
cal strength, dexterity, and certainty in eye, hand, and foot, hecamle
-radually subordi nated to that i)iacid, niechanicai, miotioniess, imiper-
sonal, and collective. valor which is so valuable on the chessboard of
strategic and even tactical warfare, until soie niiscalculation or surprise
is miade, and the trained rilenian finds imiisclf faice-to-fatce with a more
Ibrawvny antagonist tha.n hirnself, Nvho " goes for hinm " with spear or tul-
war. The couirage en-ienderecl and trained l)y the rifle is comntenîflative,
<>edieiit, passive, and uncinotionai; that tauiglt by the sivord gave the
sol(lier seîf-reliance, the feeling of iersonal responsibilit>-, the hiabit of
resouirce, the consciouisness of power, and, sentimnittal ly we miay add,
the sense of mianhood, of dignity, and of lionor. Thesc are qualities
which should be attributes of the truc soldier.

'l'lie prescrit înfantry sw-ord cxercise is, an(d lias been for ),cars, so
riliciousiy defective, tI-at it excites the just contcnipt of an)' English
<>ticr trained in a foreigni school. 't'lie Flrench divide fenciîîg into two
1îart ;, namdýcy l1ci,: 'qee, ou l'escI-iu;,e pointe, and escr-ine ait sablre
wil /'escr-ine côn/rýe pointe, or, as we tinderstand it, the use of the sniall
sword or rapier for thrustinig oniy, and that of the I)roa(lsor(i and sab)re
1-0r cut andl thrust. Ail truc swordsmcen, and to them I1 appeal, will
knov that the one branch of this noble art is the comipleniemit of the
other, andc that the mian who lias "carte and tierce" at lis finigers' ends
wvIlI lie the best miat with the heavier wcapon. F"or thesc rcasons 1
trust tht the féw officers in our Arni) -and I would naine Colonel
Hon. Paul Methuen and Caîtain Alfred Huittoni as brighit examiples-
who have endeavored to revive tis aliiost lost art, w-lu continue to use
their influence and example towards inaking fencing poptilar ini the
service. 'l'lic days of the sword are flot numil)ere(l. No iatter to wliat
precision rrearmns eati e inîproved, soidiers of ail1 nations niust sortie-
tinies necet face-to-face and hand-to-hand. At El '[eh, Famai, and cisc-
where, neither rifle, Gatling, nor revolv-er couid keep our squares intact;
and, on miore tlian onc occasion, the Arab with several I)tllICts ini bis
bodly succee(ied in spearing our il-traine(I infantry, îwhile in thlese band-
to-hand encouniters, our dismnotntcd cavalry Nwould have been giad
indlecd to feel tie trusty blade at their sicle. 0f .ail gynînastic. exerrises,
lcncing is the niost uiseful to the hand, foot, intis-le, and cye of the
501(ier. ILt us then (-ultivate this noble art ini our arn»-.

A nuniner of F-rench Canatdiai resitlcnts or New' Vork have joined in a sublscrip)-
t1l ionnd lrescntte(l10 bricl I uniofll, the conimandcr of thec M dis in Rils rcbe.l -
lion with -t handsoîîmc goldl medal %'vbich COSt $100. It is coiliposefi of bar andi pin,
uipon whichi is cngraved a rising suifi, cnieiatic of the advance of the race for which
Louis Riel offered his life. *Suspended froin this bar i>y a rîbbon of the tricolor of
France is the niedil, a heav circlc of gobi, engraved with a figure of a Nîctis pro.
tecting fallen liblerty. Surrounding the figures is the inscription, - latria et jsii.-
There are thrce bars of gold ujponthie ribhon bl ei1rihÉ the naies of the threc batîles in
which IDumont took prt-Lac (les canards, CoVIee (les Poissons and Bittîhe. U pon
the reverse is the in.icription in French, " 1 Iý- è a Gabriel l)umont par des F-rancais
dle New V*ork."

After the prcsentation a concert and a numnber of addresses wcre given. Th c
Gardles Lafayettes andi the Grenadiers Rochamnibeau, who numnber miany Canadians. in
hc ranks, werc present.

Queries and Replies.

Q. Cany ou inform rnie heher rifle reginients are entitled te drums; aise whether
the Queen'sO w Rifles have theru, and if they are taken and used on paradle in con-
nection witb their bugles? RtFLENIAN.

A. Rifle corps are neot, strictly speaking, entitled to drumis, but only bugles. The
Q.O. R. use six or eight drums in their bugie band whenever it appears in public, the
drumîs being a great assistance in giving the time, which bugles alone could flot (Iose
Weil.

The following are chosen froni the reký1ies sent in in answer to Snap Cap's ques-
tion in our last issue; frontî which flank should you hegin to examine arms ? W'e may
say that none of our correspondents favor the right flank.

." 35TH " says-Tn reply to qîîery in your issue Of 4tb inst., I have never seen it
shated "by authorihy" at which flank the oficer should commence ho examine the
harrels of the rifles, but 1 think it shoulfi be froni the left, hecause, when the rear rankz
mani cones to the orïer lie is aille to "resunie bis distance" withouît incommoding the
mari on bis left, which hie would (o froni the other flank.

"w.."says:-Sec. ii, Rifle Exercises, reads- "On the ivord 'examine' the rear
rank will take a pace of ten inches te the righfront; on the word 'arnms' both ranks
wilI cone te the ready." The section concludes "the soldier when the oficer passes
the file nearest to im iill close the breech by easing springs as directecl in the third
motion of the present, order ams, resumne his distance' (if a ,-ear rank 1mai:) andI
standl at ease."

To enable the rear rani, nen ho resumne their places the officer miust commence the
examining of ams from the lefi flank for the following reison:-lt enables each rear rank
man, after bis rifle has lîcen examined, te stel) into bis proper position witbouî inter-
fering wiîh any other mnan, but if 1», mistake the oficer commences at the right flank
the right hand mîan of the rear rank will find impiilo.qsille te restiue bis lplace without
comning in contact with the man on his left, thlus inconvenii-ncing themn both. These
reasons should be apparent to any one who has ever trîed ho sec which is the proper
way, and if they are neot sufficiently clear then let "Snap Cap" ojr any other person try
te inspect ly conmencing froîn the rigbit flank, anîd he will hav-e ocular demionstration
as toe vhich is correct.

Q. Can yuîî? and if so, will you? kindly inform mne îby meains of a1 notice in the
GAzirm where the regulations for the militia of Canada can be purchased, and ah
what price.

J. T. Cox, Sergt. - Ma.jor,
Ist jersey Mîlitia,

l'le Arsenal, St. Peter's.

A. They arc epî ltin stock onIl y the 'Militia T earm ndanIcao le procurcd
omly from) theni. l'he price is 25 cents (say is. 1id.) b~ut the forinalities tw l'e gone.

t lrougb i i pîrchasing a col)> are very inconveumient. It is nlcccssary to tleptîsit the
mîont.y in the Bank~ of Nlontreal to the crc(lit of the kcic- nrl and to for-
warul flie deposit reccipm to the Adlutant-( eneral, 1)cparîmncuît of Nllitia and l)erence,
Ot.tawNNa, acconmpanîcdl îy a letter asking that a copy nma)- be f<rwarded.

1I moay atit for the information of the force that allIlflc red huoks cami be pro-
cured in the sainle way atf a sîight advance on flic Eiglislîies.E.

Mess Room Yarns.

f"That remimids me."
It wvas inIllh dilqae , oylenincer harracIks. A stjuad oif recrit-' were at

dîrill, aniongst whoni %%,as an I risliiin aniacd Dlierty, 6fi. iy2,in. inIi eight. At thit
liie Uhc sergeallt-nliaj<)r Nas NMr. .- g. omly ' ft. 4iîî. t )i this iay he w~as sen
a iro >ch ing thlecsq uaîI, 1<> k inîg s an>vai ont for soilflnIt. AH l ,> ia ted III)niti h tle
e.xception îof I ohcrty, and the sergt. -ma-,jor madie traight for hini, whien the follow-
ing dialogue ensued:

Sergt. -maijor: '"I leatîs up tlîat mati11!", (I )olîerty rais.ed lus hcatl slighlty.) ''Up
higher, sir!!' (Thliccadl was raisefi agaii.)

'l'ien (lie scîgi. -maijor, I y' standing on lus toc,,, managed wt reaclui )ler sclin
anîd 1 oked if higlier still, with tlîe reiiarl-

'" hafeîtter ! I on*t ]et nIle sec your head dows't agaiti. -

By this tiniie ail were interestcd at secitig I olhrty staring far away anI above the

sergt. .maijors head, w'bcn just then. a %voice front aht<ve us, ini a ricli brogue said-
'"Amîu1I w lie ahays like this, scrgt. -Ijor?*'
Sergt.-.iajiot: ''Ves, sir
l)oherty: '"flemu ['Il say good-bye ho yc sergt. -ma,.jor, foril'Il îivr sec yez again."

The Target.

Brandon-The third anial muatchecs of the Brandon rife a'tsociation svere
held lîcre on tlle 20111 uIt. The attîcodamce wvas gooti, but flic wcatler wvas îot favîîr-

all.Iurnmg the comlpetitioti the large percentage of drop shots w~as very moticeable
and i ay lic attributed to flic fict tlîat Quiîec aiunitinton %vas used, none other I<itîg
available.

200 yards, 7 sliots, Snider rifle-Iposition kn-elinig-prizes in kind.
Privame NCGregor....................... .il (. C..-.--t................................. 24

P.Iarker ......... ý ............... ... 30 ' l' 11iii .. .............................----1cm E.Clccnî lnit ........ 6 Scrgvatît 'I'rtheruîe ..................... 2

- M AI DN MAT(l11.

200 yardls, 7 sîtots, Snider rifle-position, an>-, witbheliad to target. Irizcs in kind.
Sergeant 'rcleic . .................... . l J. NI. Suiherlaîid....................... 21
G. ............................... 23 J. .....adl ......................... 19

'AR NI ATC 11.

500 yards, 7 shots, Snider rifles--position, any, with head to target. Prizes in kind.
Leiut. F. cicnienti-Smitlh---------------..2.3 l>nvate NMdrcgot .. . .......... ------------ 2t

J..PPatee son t ......... .................... 23 G-Casel1- ..--.-...... .................... 1
J. Parker----------------------------....22
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