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Regimental and Other News.

A meeting was held in Hamilton last Friday afternoon of gentlemen
interested in the formation of a cavalry troop. Mr. %V. A. Kerr was
elected chair *man, and Charles Vosper secretary. The chairman stated
that hie had received over forty naines of those wiliîng to join the troop,
and that the city and county nmembers of Parliament had f)romlised to use
their influence to have it equipped by the Dominion Government. A
coinnuttee coniposed of W. R. Priy, D. J. Peace and J. C. Vosper was
apl.ointed to enquire into #,he cost of uniforni, which, it was decided.
sbould consist of scarlet with w~hite (sr buff facings.

The portraits of the Charlot tetown teami victorious in the recent
inter-city telegraphie rifle match, appear in the last issue of the Dominion
J!/isft-aied.

Lt. -Col. Lewis, Brigade Major, 'vas in Ottawa last week to transfer
the commnand of No. 1 CO. 43rd from Capt. Rogers to Lieut. O'Grady.
He is looking remarkably well-growing, youinger in appearance, bis
friends toid him. In Ottawa Col. Lewis was the guest of Capt. D. C. F.
Bliss,.of the Field ]3attery.

Capt. S. Maynard Rogers bas been appointed adjutant of the 43rd
Battalion, Ottawa and Carleton Rifles, vice Evans, now with D Co.Infantry School Corps. Lieut. J. W. de C. O'Grady wvill be captain of
No. i Co., vice Rogers.

A bowling team of eight mnembers of the Victoria Rifles, Montreal,
on Saturday last met an-d defeated. at Ottawva, a tearn of the 0. A. A. C,
The latter w~ill visit MNontreal for a retuirn match.

lieut. Streatfeild, wl'ho wvill sbortly succeed Capt. H. E. \\Vise as
Aide-de-Camip to Lieut.-General Sir Fred Nliddleton, bas been vers' ill
with typboid féver at the I3elfast barrack-s, but is now convalescent.
The Unie~i &ivices Gazell says in this connectiori :I We are glad *to
learn froni l3elfast, that in cotinection w~ith the outbreak of typhoid fever
at the Victoria Barracks and \Villowbank Camp, Lieut. Streatfeild,
Giordon Highilanders, iyho wvas suffering fromi this disease at the former,
and 1,ieut. (3rant-Duff, Black Watch, at the latter place, are now conval-
escent. The Royal Engineers are stili workîng at the drains, 'vhich are
in a defective state."

Tlhe band of the Governor General's F"oot Guards, Ottawa, is
sbowing marked improvemient under the charge of Bandrnaster Carter,
whbo has lately resumed this position. At the St. Andrew's Society concert
last week the band .selections at the opening and du ring the intermission
were found to be cxceedingly well appreciated fecatures of the pro-
gramme.__________

Stanley's Right-Hand Man.

Lieur. Hooper, of the Montreal Field Battery, was a classmnate of
Lieut. Stairs, whio has proved himiseil such an invaluable assistant to
Stanley i Africa. Mr. 1-ooper bas thc following to say about the Hall.
gonian:

Il When Mr. Stairs w-as at college bie a was general favourite
favourite amtong the cadets. He was wEll up wben hie joined, having
bad a college eduication in Nova Scotia; hie always showed up well in
examinations, and finally graduated with bonours in 1882. There *S
no doubt bie "'as a clever fellow, and w-e always tbotight a mianly and
plucky one as wèill. WVas hie the sort of man 1 sbould expect to turn
out an adventurous exp)lorer ? Yes; if I had given tbe nmatter any
thought whcn we were cadets together, I should have expected that
Stairs would mnake a reputation for Iiimself by bis skill and pluck.
His was just the character to make an explorer out of. He was
a taîl, strong built lad in our cadet days, always up to a lark,
and very fond of athletic sports. Stairs quite excelled on the football
field, aifl mariy MNontrealers must recail his .steady play in the matches
played here between the cadets and the Montreal, McGill and Britannia
tearns. After graduating Stairs w~ent out to New Zealand to take a good
position on the engineerin g staff of a railway under bis uncle, %%ho is
alsoan engineer. There bie biad cliirge of d. è*onstructiôn,,of a, une
tbrougb the busb, and was greatly praised for.; bis encrgy. %jen the
Imperial authorities offered a numnber of commissions tQ grad.uates ot
the Royal Military Coliege in 1885 Stairs accepted a comm1ission in the
Royal Engineers and was stationed for about a year at Cbatham, when
hie joined the expedition under Stanley. TIhe- -circurnstances under
whiçh Stairs .joined Stanliey were dcidedly honourable tu hlm.. Stan-
ley,. .haying obtained permission fro"fm . the, arwiy authorities to. take a
royal engineerofficer with hirn to take charge of, the atropomical and
other scientif5ç..departnients of. the éxpedition called fer volunteers

- .anong the officers in the corps of engineers,. r iunderstand -tbat. about-a hundred engineer officers, some of tliem. with long.s.servce. and :most
of thein with great influence, volunteered*f Stanlty, after inquiring into

the physique, characters and abilities of the applicants, chose Stairs, tw.
his intense delight. I can understand pretty weIl why anybody with
Starîley's keen perception ivould select Stairs. Then, of course, the
fact of bis early training in Canada and bis* experience in the New Zea.
land bush would be very niuch in his favour. Ohe yes, ail of us whô
were classmates of Stairs have followed hlm in bis wanderings as far 'as
wve could through. the papers, and needless wo say we have felt proud.of
the praise sbowered on old XViII bv Stanley.

Lieut. Stairs was born in Halifax in 1863, and is therefore just
tîventy-six years of age.

F. W. Bullockc, of Halifax, received a private letter last week from
Lieut. Stairs. The letter, wvbich is dated from Usambiro mission station,
Victoria Nyanza, August 3otb last, contains sonme interesting details of
Lieut. Stairs' experiences. H-e had just received the intelligence of bis
father's death (romt Halifax. Following are extracts from the conm-
munication :-*

11I wrote you last (rom Yambuya. Our starvation periods, flghting,
fevers and othet trials wotild occupy pages. You rnust read Stanley's
letters to the Englisb papers. Directly on leaving Yambuya somie had.
bad fever. Tl'en we got into countries without food and Jost men at a
terrible rate. Natives shot a greac many. When, on Decemiber 16,
1887, 've reacbed Albert Nyanza we bad 170 Out Of 414 men that Icft
Yambuya. '%'e could not then connect withi Emin and bad to retuirn
i20 miles west of Albert Nyanza. Here we bult a strong fort and I
started back to a place 228 miles down the river to bring up our sick.
Meantime, Stanley and two of our officers went east to the lake and con-
nected with the l)asba. l'len our return miarch to Yamnbuya commenced
April 1 2 ; the united expedition left Kavallis, on the Albvrt, fGr tbe
Indian oceaîî. Our numibers were then 1, 175. Now, on rcaching lere,
Uisalala, we have about 670. We bave nmade niany important geograph-
ical discoveries, one of the inost important being Mount Ruangori,
wbich for ail these 3,000 years bas been uîîdiscovered. The verv source
of the Nile is fromn its snow-capped peaks. It is a wonderful sight. I
wvent Up 10)700 féet, but wvas stopped by ravines 2,000 teet deep. An-
chori and the Albert Edward Nyanza are newv places to Europeans at
least beyond the niere rintes. There in Karagive we found the Urigi
to be a larg e lake, instead of the petty tbing laid down on our inaps.
After a bard marcb of four months we reacbed bere (Ursalala) and founid
MrF. McKay and Mr. Dreaks, of the Cliurcb Missionary Society. We
have been here three days, and (rom these kind-hearted people received
a niost bearty wvclcomce and rejoiced again in a cul) of tea withi meat and
biscuit. WVe fortunatcly found that cloth and beads for us had corne up
fromn the coast, enough to buy our wvay out to the coast. Evcrything bas
been stopped on its way inland by the Arabs, miaking affairs assumle
a very critical aspect for missionaries and attaclied wbites living inland.
From here to tbe coast, shouid wve have open roads, is a four and a haîf
montbs' niarch for this caravan. If the Arabs, however, oppose our
progress, no one can say how long it will take. 0f our trials, sufiering,
etc., 1 bàve said very littie, but so far our expedition bas been an
immense success, in spite of sneers âcen in some of the English lapers.
I hope we will emerge triumphantly to the coast. T1he pasha we bave;
ail Casati, the Italian, beside Egyptian and '1urkisb officers, soldiers,
nmen, womnen and children and convicts. We bave no news froni the
coast here for over one and a hiaîf years, and we are ail in uncertainty.
If piuck and determination cati carry us through we shali reacb the
coast."

'l'riais are about to be made in différent Austraîi cavalry regimients
to decide how the 8-miillirnetre Mannlicher carbine is wo be carried by
troopers, and bow the saddle accoutrements are to be arranged. It is
proposed that the carbine shail bang in a leather case to the riglit of the
saddlie. .The new cavalry knapsatk, wvhich bas two cartridge pouches
outside it, is to hang tý the left side of the saddie, and the trool)er will
have two other l)ouches, holding ten cartridges eacli, sluing across bis
body. Every trooper is to carry fifty rounds of ammunition

Le Proe'res Ifilutaire says that during the last Belgian manoeuvres,
Gen. van der Smissen had* ordcred sorte photographers to be stationed
at various points on the manoeuvre field. At the end of the operations
hie had the proofs brought to him, and could tber.eiy ascertain that fre-
quently bis instructions had been ' neglected. Thus at the passage of a
ford bie could sce that many soldiers, instead of fistening their car'tridgc
potiches to their rifles, as the instructions prescribe, leit themi where
they were, whereby they got wet. He also observed t'hat no ropes were
stretched across the stream- ta mark.the ford, and to enable the soldiers
to -hold fast on, in case. the 'current .proved too strong. A good n-any
other 'hings the general is said to.have.found out; -and so, the photog-
raphers will probahly become la bête noire of'. the Belgian Thomas
Atkins.
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