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A CASE 0F PERITYPHLITIC ABSCESS.

By FRirDi PAR KER, MI.D., BRUCE MINES.

At noon, on AuguLst 3rd last, 1 'vas called to sec a gentleman.
from Duluth, who hiad been suddenly seized, at his hotel, with
severe abdominal pain and vorniting. There wvas a history of a
similar attack tcn years agro, fromn which lie made an uneventful
recovery, and lias cnjoyed good hiezalth ever since. Upon entcrinob
his room, judgingc from the appearance and history of the case, 1
at once became suspicious of appendicitis, but coulIc find no tender-
ness wvhatever over the region or vicinity of appendix ; there wvas,
however, a great de-al of tenderness iii deep palpation in the right
hypochondriac and epigastric regions. Pain w~as intense; puise,
94; temperature, 102. I-istory of constipation ; bowveis hiad not
been moved for over two days ; persistent vox2 itîng.

I concluded that the case wvas one of acute fecai obstruction,
althoughi I couid locate no fecal tumor. 1 emptied the large bowvel
at once by two or three copious injections of wvarrm water, rémoving
an immense quantity of hiard scybala, wvhich gave great relief to
patient, rendering the administration of an opiate unnecessary,
although previous to this lie suffered greatly.

I then applied hot fomentations to abdomen, and administered
mild aperients.

The patient wvas very comfortable during that afternoon, and
sIcpt mostiy ail nio'ht. Was also easy ail foliowîing day (4th),
aithough there wvas consicierabie soreness in palpation ail over the
righit side of abdomen. Temperature was 99 ; pulse, 65 to 75;
tongue sliitIv furred, but înoist; no vomiting after giving
injections.

During the n ighit of the 5th lie wvas again seized wvith a renewved
attack of pain, which required 3/4 grain moi-ph. suiph. hv\pod. to
relieve;- but on morning of 6th his bowels moved freely tvo or
three times again, passing an immense quantity of liard scybala ;
in fact, the quantity of fecal matter passed durinic; the nextwor
thiree days is aimost beyond comprehcension. After bis bowvels
became thus unloaded, lie seemed to be getting aiong fairiy wei ;-
suffered littie or nothing; slept weii ; Pulse, 75 to 85 ; temperature


