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The existence of a positive Wasscrmnann retion of the blood

seruin in thc type of case just described would bc an indication

mercîy of the constitutional state, but would not throw any lighit

upon ,the condition of the central nervolis system.
If, bowever, a p)ositive Wasscrmnann reaction xvas found in the

cerobro-spinial fluid as wclI, and if witli tliis there n'as associatcd a

larg,,e increase in the lymphocyte count, a diagnosis of parasyphi-

litie discase, nîost likcly gencral paralysis. miglit witli confidence
be made.

There is also evidence that, the reaction. of the ýblood serum n ay

be nlegative xvhilc that of the ccrebro-spinal fluid may be positive

in these cases. Thiere arc also cases in which the lymiphocyte count

is above the normal, but docs not rcach the higli number found in

general paralysis. This latter type is usually assoeiated îvith a

Positive cerebrýo-spinal reaction. Tfhe significance ýof this type is

lcss certain, but it probablY points to a ch'ronie jnfflamfiatory condi-

tion of the central nervous system.
The proportion of cases of tabes dorsalis which show a positive

Wassermnann reaction of tlec cerebro-spinal fluid varies from 5 or 10

Per cent. aecording to Noune up to about 50 per cent. in Mott's 5

experience.
The examination, there fore, of the cerebro-Spinal fluid by the

'Wassermann test has corne to ýbe of immense practital value in the

differential diagnosis of functional and organie nervous conditions

oecurring in syphulitie subjeets. Many cases occur, however, inl

Whieh snch an examination is unneeessary; it sbou]d, in fact, be

I'eserved for cases in ail early or equivocal stage, or for those inl

Wb11ieh the physical signs are not sufficecnt]Y characteristie.

Lumbar puncture has aise been adopted as a tberaPeutic means,
but its applecation for tbis purpose is limitcd and lias 'been con'-

fined 1nainly te ecrebro-spinal jaeningitis. The remeval of a quaI'-

t'ity of fluid is an operation not unattcnded by danger, and in dis-

Orders characerized by an increase of the ýintracranXial pressure,

sueh ascecrebellar turnors, the riskç would secm to bc great. Remioval

of somne fluid, however, is oftcn of advantage in the eomia of a cere-

brail heniorrbagc, and in bydroeplus. Lumbar punetllre is, also

used to Êtssist the effects of operation upon meniflgitis seicoidary to

ear disease , when it acts as a temporary drainage for the renloval

0inflainr-natory produets.dontld
8e'collierapy. The discases of the nervous, systemdonted

themnselves, so far as their study bas yet gene, to, treatinelit by

serumns and vaccines. There are, beweveri two niaadies-erbrO

Spinial fever and acute poiemyelitiswmrhose symptOmns indicate


