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The existence of a positive Wassermann reaction of the blood
serum in the type of case just deseribed would be an indication
merely of the constitutional state, but would not throw any light
upon the condition of the central nervous system.

If, however, a positive Wassermann reaction was found in the
cerebro-spinal fluid as well, and if with this therc was associated a
lfil'ge increase in the lymphocyte count, a diagnosis of parasyphi-
litie disease, most likely general paralysis, might with confidence
be made.

There is also evidence that the reaction of the blood serum nay
be negative while that of the cerebro-spinal fluid may be positive
In these ecases. There are also cases in which the lymphoeyte count
is above the normal, but does not reach the high number found in
general paralysis. This latter type is usually associated with a
positive cerebro-spinal reaction. The significance of this type Is
lgss certain, but it probably points to a chronie inflammatory condi-
. tion of the central nervous system.

The proportion of cases of tabes dorsalis which show a positive
Wassermann reaction of the cerebro-spinal fluid varies from 5 or 10
per cent. according to Noune up to about 50 per cent. in Mott’s®
experience.

The examination, therefore, of the cerebro-spinal fluid by the
Wa‘ssermann test has come to be of immense practical value in the
differential diagnosis of funetional and organic nervous condilt‘iofr'ls
oceurring in syphilitic subjeets. Many cases occul, however, in
which such an examination is unnecessary; it should, in fact, be
reserved for cases in an early or equivocal stage, or for those 1n
which the physical signs are not sufficiently characteristic.

Lumbar puncture has also been adopted as & therapeutic means,
but its application for this purpose is limited and has been eon-
ﬁ.ned mainly to eerebro-spinal meningitis. The removal of a quan-
tity of fluid is an operation not unattended by danger, and in dis-
orders characterized by an inerease of the intracranial pressure,
such as cerehellar tumors, the risk would seem to be great. Removal
of some fluid, however, is often of advantage in the coma of a cere-
bral hemorrhage, and in hydrocephalus. Isumbar punecture 1§ also
used to assist the effects of operation upon meningitis secondary to
ear disease, when it acts as a temporary drainage for the removal
of inflammatory produets. lend

Serotherapy. The discases of the nervous system do nof e?)
themselves, so far as their study has yet gone, O tr eatlnelld‘cb» Y
Serums and vaccines. There are, however, two maladlesﬂeg. r;)
Spinal fever and acute poliomy‘elitis——whose symptoms 1ndicate



