
DOMINION MEDICAL MONTHLY 6

"One good fruit of the present Congress ie 'that our foreign
brethren, seeing our straits, xviii go home determined to resist to

the utmost ail attempts to put the physiological enquirer into

ehains, for we are assured ýthat experiment is the best weapon with

Which he can figlit against the powers of darkness of the mysteries
of life.'"

Sir James Paget thouglit it intoierable that he might pay a
rat-catcher 'to poison the vermin about his place, and not be per-
mitted. to use them for the good of mankind, or that he should
have to appeal to a Government officiai for leave to prick a mouse.

Dr. Lauder Brunton was engaged in England in experimeflting
wit'h the poison of venomous serpents, when restrictive legisiation
Was introduced and put an end to them. But the Governmeflt
that introduced the legislation supplied Dr. Weir Mitchell and
Dr. lleichert, who lived in a more reasonable country, with the

Snakes, and they succeeded in isolating the poison. This was
flecessary before discovering an antidote to a poison which. annually
carries off twenty thousand victime.

Mr. Horeley, in the British Medical Journal, proteste agaiflst the
diffieulty of obtaining a license, and Dr. Wyatt Jolinstoil observed
that the incubation period of disease should be lengthened, since
it usually developed before a license could be procured. Scientiflo
Men are averse to be lieensed like publicans or prostitutes. They
refuse to work in an atmosphere of distrust and suspicion, even

Upon1 subjeets not pnescribed by law, and objeet to, having their

labonatories searclied by detectives as if they were smugglers' dens.

Notwithstaniding the existence of a law which limited the number
Of pensons performing experiments to twenty-six in England, Scot-
land, and Ireland, 'and under which. the Goverument inspeetors con-

tilu.ally spoke of the cruelty pnacticed as " insignificant, " " inap-

1preciable, "4equal to that caused by vaccenation"; the opponents
«fVivisection were not satisfied. This was in the face of the report

Of the inspectors appointed by the Government. In 1878 they
* repcjrted that thene were not more than forty cases inl which "an

amjount of suffering worth notioing was inflicted." In 1879 the

1uiben was twenty-five, ten of which were on frogs, and in the
other fifteen the suffering was about equal to that caused by vac-

c-ination. In 1880 and the two following years the inspectors
* report that there were only ten cases in whieh any pain was

caused. The Irish inspectors reported that, "the expenlifents were

free £nom any appreciable suffering." Mn. Bush, in his report
for 1884, -admits that the "amount of direct or indirect actual suf-
fering as the-nesuit of physiological aud therapeutie experimen~ts
performed under the Act in England and ScotlaIid was wholly


