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YEWS OF THE WEEK.
Tue Prince Albert arnived at St. Johns, N.I.,
on the 1st inst. Her newsis of little importance.
Matters in Syria are unchanged ; and France is
preparing tor a powerful intervention, and had
given notice to that effect to other Governments,
in order to lave a concert of action. Russia,
it 15 reported, had expressed a desire to aet in
barmouy with France and England.

By a telegram received in London on the 24th
ult., it is stated that Garibaldi announces his in-
tention of aunexing Sicily to Sardinia.

Hong Kong dutes of the Tth June, mention
that hostilities were about to commence.

The Prinee of Wales arrived at Halifax at
pine o’clock on Mondsy morning. and was warm-
ly received. He teaves on Thursday moruing,
Zad August.

Muen Avo asouT NoTuing. — A lively
controversy has been waged by the Kingston
press as to the comparative Inyalty of Catholies
and Protestants, Tt originated with a letter in
the Britzsh Whig. whevein the writer, over the
signature Catholicus, quoted, and held up to
cesurc, the romments of a eertain Aiderman
Linua, a untorious Grangeman of Kingston, upon
a motion 1w the Cily Council for appropriating a
su.o ol Fever huadred and fifty pounds for 1he
receplion of the Vrince of Wales. "This motion
the Oramze Alderinan opposed in the following
terms £ —

# Seven hundred and ffiy pounda to see one maa!
Why, air, it is astonishiog that the tim? of day hss
some that we bave to worship idols. (Leoud laughter)
And he ia only seventeen years of ago! What will
be he when be is twenty-five sears of age und so
mwuch more aman? Why, when he comes to that
zge he wnay he nrebel.  (Loud explosions.) Ask
seven hundred nod fifty pounds to see a single man !
Why, wuz there gver beard of such idolatry !” &e.
(Reneated lunghier and aensation.)

# Who now are the distoyal 7 exclaimed Ca-
tholiries 3 and in a letter addressed to the Brit-
1sh Whig, iie administered a not namerited cas-
tigation o those who assune that logalty is the
especial attribute of Protestants, and of Crange-
men pur excellence, and that Catholies are ne-
cessarily disloyal  subjuets.  Hereupon the
Oranmemen rushed to the rescue, and favor us
with iong disputations upon loyalty in general,
and Orange loyuity in particolar.

Tofortunately —if the end of controversy isa
thing to be desired — unfortunately the champions
of Orangeisin do not define what they mean by
the tesm * loyalty ;” but we think that, without
auy smputation on the loyalty of Catholics, 1t
tmay be admitied that, in Ireland, the Protestant
minvrity have always been more faithful adher-
ents to the exnting political order, and more in
favor of the «* Act of Settlement,” than have been
the Catholie majority. So also, without admit-
ting anything derogatory to the teachings of
Christamiy m general, it may be conceded that,
in Tukey, the Moslem population of Turkey
nave been more loyal subjects to the Sublime
Porte, han have been its Christian subjects.—
The present pohtical order, both in Ireland and
i Twkey was forced upon the Irish Catholic
pation, and the Greek Chrislians respectively,
by foruigners, aud at the point of the bayonet;
that they are not warmly attached to that order,
whicn has buen to them a sonrce of innumerable
sufferings, is one of the most natural things in the
world.

On the oiher hand, nothing more natural than
that the ahies Protestant garrison establisled by
foreign bayonetsin Jreland, should be, for the most
jart, well satisfied with ar order of things which
places the majority at their mercy, and which
bas counferred upon thew the landed estates of
the old Tnsh Cathole gentry. If loyal, they
are as little entitled to cvedit {or their loyalty, as
Irish Catholies, or Greek Christians, are to be
blamed for their aversion, the oue to their alien
Catholic, the others to their alien Moslem, mas-
ters. The loyalty of the Orangeman is based
upon identically the same priociple as the loyalty
of Sicilian sbirs 1o the Neapolitan Bourbons ;
it proceeds from the sume grovelling motives, and,
as a priacipie of action, is entitled to oo higher
respaci from honest and intelhgent persons.

N, if the question had been slated by the
Kingston opponeuts of Oatholicus in these its
true termns, we should have found oecasion to
conlest their conclusions. We would at ouce
have suid to them— Yes! it is perfectly true
that, neithier the Catholics of Poland, nor the
Catholics of Ireland, are, or have any cause to
be, ardent io their loyalty te Russia, or to Eng-
Jand.” But when, not content with this, they
assume that disloyalty is a characteristic feature
of Catholicity, we must take the liberty of re-
calling to thew memories a few fucts which would
seem to indicate that the reproach is one to
which Protestauts at all times, and in all coun-
tries, have Leen especially obnoxious; whilst, on
the other hand, obedience to lawfully constituted

authorities has_ been the prominent. characteristic’
of Non-Catholic Governments. . :

The “ Great Rebellion,” far instance, (one o
the most notable events in the History of Great
Britamn,) was the work of Protestants exclusively
the “ traitorous, heady and high-minded men”
—as the Prayer Book of the Church of Eng-
land calls them— cruel men, sons of Belial”
—ivere sound Protestants to a man; wiilst the
Catholics of England {reely shed their blood on
many a hard-fought field for a Prince from svhomn
they had received no favors, and whose family
were notoriously ungrateful for services rendered.

Turn to France again in the latter end of the
steceeding century, and the same phenonenon
preseats stsell,  We find that the must farthivl
to their religion amangst Cathelics, were always
the most loya! to their Prince ; whilst, on the
atlier band, it was the Non-Catholic section of the
community, or the ultra-Protestant party i
Trance by swhom the King was hrought to the
scaffold, and the blood of so many hundreds of
thousands of victims was shed. The fact that
the first fury of the Jacobin Jemagogues ‘i al-
ways directed against the priest, is a convincing
proof of the latter's luyalty, and of the tenden-
ey of the prineiples which hus religion inculcates.
Read the history of the War in La Vendee, would
we say to the impugners of Catholic loyalty.

And in Ireland even—where the Catholic
Chureh, her Pastors, and her people, have ever
beea the vicims of Bntish injustice and Pro-
testant intolerance—vwe find that same principle of
loyalty at work, and greatly suppressing, or mo-
difying the natural tendencies of the oppressed
and persecuted to take up arms against their per-
secutors.  We have before our-eyes the Letters
of John Milchell, lately published in the Dublin
Irishman, wherein that Protestant loyalist pro-
fesses to give a history of the events of 47 aud
%48, Wihat is the constant complaint of this
Protestant writer against the Catholic Bishops
and Clergy of Ireland? Why this: thal, asa
body, they discountenanced ail rebellon, and
exhorted their people to peace. And in ’98, it
is most false to pretend that the Irish Hierarchy
—whatever may have been the case with indivi-
dual priests—garve any encouragement to the in-
surrection, or to Freoch inrasicn.

The leaders of that rebellion, the chiel actors
therein, were Protestants. Bagenal Ilarvey,
Generalissimo of the Forces, the Sheers, Wolf
"T'one, the chiefs of the Directory were all Pro-
testants ; thongh of the rank and fyle, the wa-
jority were Catholics. DBut this was so, because
the uprising of Ireland in *98 was parlly a na-
tional movement against a foreign Government,
and the great majority of the Insh were Catho-
lies. It is most unjust bowever for Orange
writers to cite the cruel massacre of Scullabogue,
without also mentioning the fact—admitted even
by the Orangeman Sir Jonah Barringtan, that
that deed of blood was in retaliation of a still
more hideous criine perpetrated a short time pre-
viously by the Orangemen; who, in the Court
House at Ennis, deliberately and in cold blood,
burned *“ abave eighty” ol their wounded oppo-
nents to death. [See Personal Memouvs.]—

atrocities of either party ; but in justice to the
Irish rebels it must be admitted that the eruelties
of which they were undoubtedly guilty, were pro-
voked by, and in retaliation ot, the nameless atro-
cities of their Orange enemies.

Bet a truce to these disputes about  loyalty”
which are as endless, and as unprofitable as con-
troversies about ¢ Race.” The truth is that
both Catholics and Protestants bave taken up
arms against their respective governments; but
that since the XVI century, Catholics have gen-
erally, indeed almost always, been Conservatives,
or anti-Jacobins, and on the sile of authority ;
whilst non-Catholics, whether of the Puritan or
Oliver Cromwell stamp, or of the Danton, and
Robespierre stripe, have generally been the
partisans of rebellion, and the armed champions
of Demagogueisin. It is thus, because it is from
interest, not on priaciple, that the Protestants
are ever loyal; and because the obligation
which they assert as binding on Irish Papists mw
bebalf of a Protestant government, they will not
adinit as binding upon the Catholic subjects of a
Catholic government. The most ultra-Conser-
vatives when their own interests are menaced,
they are the most noisy applauders of ultra-de-
magogueism; or radicalism, when their neighbors’
rights are in question ; and whilst subscribing to
the support of rebellion i Italy, they have the
impertinence to boast of their loyalty at home.
How can Catholics condescend even to vindicate
their loyalty with these double-faced hypocrites
—mwth these lineal descendants of * Praise-God-
Barebones” and his canting crew !

We trust, we pray, that the day may never
come when the value ot Drotestant professions
of loyalty shall be put to a test in Canada ; but
should that day come without pretending to the
gift of prophecy, we think we may venture to
assert that it will be from the ranks of the ex-
treme Protestant parly, from amongst the most
rabid opponents of Popery, that the cry for dis-
solution of the Imperial tie, and for anuexation to
the United States,will proceed. We do not recog-
nise, we would scorn to admit, the cxistence of
any semblance even of spiritual or ecclesiastical
authority in Queen or  any layman; but m
things lemporal, we may boast that Victoria has
no more loyal subjects than are to be found
amongst the Papists of Caoada: loyal, because
their loyalty is founded upon principle and 1s a
direct corollary from the spirttual teachings of
their Church. = Citizens of the Umted States,
Cathohcs are prominent for their loyalty to the

Queen Victoria they pray God to bless her, to
give her the victory over her enemies, and to
grant her a loag, happy and peaceful reign ; and
if in any country or under auy circumstauces,
nominal Catholics are to be scen on the side of
eemagogueism or Jacobinism it will invariably
be found that they are men notorious for tbeir
disregard of their religious dutics, and their con-
tempt for the authority of thewr Spiritual Mo-
ther. In short the tenets or dogmas of Popery

are incompatible with Jacobinical political prin-
ciples,

of Papists, whether. the subjects of Catlidlic, or |

God forbid that we should seek to palliate the i

Constitution uader which they hve; subjects of |

" BXAMINATION 'AT- THS - OHRISTIAN '
V7 BROTHERS SOHOOLS." ' [
" The regilar semi-anidal examination of the
pupils of the Christian Schools, took place dur-
ing the course of last, and this week. = Circum-
stances prevented us from being present at all
the examinations, in the various schools; but we
hiad the pleasure and satisfaction of assisting at
those held at S(. Lawrence, Quebec Suburbs,
and the Colleze. 'J'he examinations were held
in large class-rooms which were crowded to ex-
cess by, the parents” and relatives of the boys,
and friends of the Brothers ; muny of the Rer.
Sufpician Fatliers were also presest, by wham
the examinations were oceasionally condueted.
We would suggest that, m {nture, spacions halls |
be provided for the exmninaticus, in erder to ac-
commodate the hundieds that bad to return home
for wunt of ceuls.

"I'o speak of cach examination at each school,
wounld require more time and space than we can
at present afford ; we will then confine ourselves
to the subjects ol study for the more advanced
pupils.

The programmes contained examinalions in
Gramuar, History, Arvithinetic (mental and writ-
ten), Bonk-keeping (by double-entry), Algebra,
Geometry, Trigonometry, Mensuration (superfices
and solids), the elements of Astronomy and Music,
interspersed with amusing dialogues, the different
characters being well represented ; select pieces
of elocution, and musie, which served to relieve
the tedium aud dryness of often pralouged exawi-
nations, and to add pleasure and variety to the
scene. The exercises began at half-past oue,
and continued until near six o’clock, P.M. ; and
during all that time the adwiring audience re-
mained to witness the progress of the pupils and
to cheer them on, by well-merited plandits, m
their intellectual warfare.

The results of the examinations swere very sa-
tisfactory, the pupils showing themselves well ac-
quainted with the various branches in which they
were esamined,. 'We were particularly struck
with the rapidity with which nearly all the boys
solved difficult problems in arithmetie, and that,
too, mentally, Scarcely had the problems been
proposed, when all haads were up, tudicating that
they bad the answers. Tius wonderful profi-
ciency of the scholars, secined to be doubted by
some of the auditors, and heace they questioned
and tested, and the results were stili more satis-
factory. The esaminations of the Classes in
book-keeping claim particular attention. The
pupils were asked very useful and intricate ques-
trons ; how to journalize and post dificult entries ;
and how to elose the most important accounts in
the ledger, to all these carrect answers were
given, erincing a good kacwledge and excellent
traiuing in that very useful art. The answering
in written arithmetic, algebra, geometry, mensu-
ration, and trigonometry, showed a very careful
preparation and study, the pupils solving difficult
problems without hesitation ; the problems were
not elementary, but of a nature to test the capa-
citv of evey more advanced students. The boys
of Griffintawn will long recollect the gentleman
that examined in Algebra, as, in our estimation,
he was too severe, or anxious to put them down,
but they proved themselves a match for him.

We have assisted at many examinations, and
we contess that those of which we are now writ-
ing were inferior to none, but superior to many
of them, in a great many respects. The Chris-
tian Schoels are not behind the spirit and intelh-
gence of the age, nor are they governed by
a mere system of routine, as cas be observed
by any one who attends at their examinations ;
but they are governed by a sufficienty well-tested
system which, we believe, in a free intellectual
conflict, would prove itsell superior to any other
school system, and that, without losing sight of
the spirit of religion, ov sacrificing that solidity
of acquirements which 1s the traditional feature
of Catholic education.

The great benefits arising {from Public Exami-
nations are now manifest and recognised by the
best educators; and hence the scliools whose
pupils can, at the terminatlion of the year, go be-
fore the public and submit to severe tests satis-
factorily, deserve the largest claim of public pa-
tronage. And, judging from the number of re-
spectable ladies and geutlemen that were present
at the exammation, ihe many Chnstian Scheols
now in the city,acd the four thousand five hun-
dred boys in daily attendance [according to our
informant,] we must evidently conclude that the
Schools of the Christian Brothers are held in
high estimation by our citizens, and that public
favor has been extended to them with a liberal
hand.

After the examinations, a few complumentary
remarks were uddressed to the pupils of St.
Lawrence and Quebec suburbs schools by the
Rev. Mr. O'Farrell, congratulating themn on
therr proficiency and success in their studies
during the year. He spoke of the satisfaction
such examinations afforded himsell and their dear
parents - of the merits of the School system of
the Clristian Brothers, who, he remarked, do
not only give the best secular instruction, but
impart an Education as much superior to mere
human learning, as heaven to earth—an Bduca-
tion that makes the sociable aml intelligent citi-
zen, the virtuons and humble man.

There is nothing perbaps that wore perfectly
proves the utter faseliood of the charges brought
by bigolry against the Papal Government than
the nature of the sccusations themselves.  That
there 1s any amount of abuse heaped upon the
devoted head of the Eloly Father in particular,
and Priesteraft in general, is true ; but scurrility is
a gift enjoyed alilte by DProtestant bigots, and
“ Bilmgsgate fishwives,” and passes current lor
authentic proofs amongst none but their own
peculiar fraternity. "That the T%mes has essay-
ed to produce some few instances of Priesteraft
and oppression as praafs of the - unutterable
tyranny®” of the DUapal rule, must be adinitted ;
but after the celchrated Gullenga affair, us
clamms of credibility are small erough.  Besides,
the India dodge became wm the wnd rather too
trapspareot even for Jobn Bull’s proverbial
blindness and gullabihity, and is rather too recent

an affair to be as yet quite lorgotten. At the
brenking out of the Indian muting—(*¢ the oy of

_but'Tndia, the Tonian Tslands, and. Treland were | and Papacy—the only accusation that

oppressed nationality® it-would be called,if aught _Itﬁer'cest- denunciations in small pica, of, priestcraﬁ
/ the

in question)—there were inthe Imperial Parlia- ! Editor could find to hurl “at ‘the Ari:hb'i:rol::’i
ment (wo very inconvenient parties—the Peace | devoted head, was that the Papal Government
party, and the anti-Red-tape-routine-and-circum- | had-a mongpoly of salt. Bless the poor, craz
locution-Office party. These were making 1t | man, we could find more tyranny and mo’nopolr
their business to pry rather too closely to suit | in his own dear spotless Republic in one minute
Ministers, into the various expenditures and mal- | than his crazy bead could comprehend after 5
practices of the imbecile Horse Guards and Ad- l month of study. )
miralty-boards, and had aroused John Bull by ! :

their revelations to such a pitch of exertions,
that he had absolutely tied a knot upon his purse- |
strings, and buttoned up his fob, and declared:
with a strong expression—(Jobn, when roused,’

SaceRrpoS.

——, R

DR. RYERSON’S DARK AGES,

r .
Turn we now 10 the seculsr fcarnivg of (he

is_ peculiarly prone to stiong ezprossions)—
“That he’d sec themn somewhere first, before

they should have enother farthing.” ‘This was|

rather an inconventent mood to find the Purse-
holder in, when he was wanted to # came dawn
with the dust,? as his fast sons call it.  India
was about to be lost—by 'ngland’s "abominable
tyranny and misrule it is true ; but, no malter
how, she must be lost, unless John will consent
lo increased expenditure, and a consequently
bigber rate of an already excruciating Income-
tax. What then were Mumisters to do* John
was determined, and had he not declared 1t on
oath, and that with any Christian man ought to
be sufficient. 'What then was to be done 12—
Some proposed shight inebriation — (John is
known to be inclined to tipple)—and asa mellow-
er of the soul ; but then this was not a Catholic
affuir, and therefore there was no anti-Catholic
spirit wherewith to intoxicate him. * fis sym-
patlnes must be aroused through the press.”’—
Happy thought ! Accordingly, next day there
came across the sea, tidings of dreadful massacres
by cruel Sepoys of unoffending women and chil-
dren. Women, who never existed except in
the Times newspaper, are massacred and worse
by barbarous soldiers; whilst women and (to
draw his sympathy the suver, for John 1s an ad-
mirer of aristocracy and beauty) beautilul ladies
too, who did exist, are put to death in prca and
Roman capitals, to come to life again w a con-
venient season. Such was the way that cun-
ning tricksters played upon the feeliugs of the
simple, good old man, until lus purse-strings
vibraled in sympathetic harmony with his
heart’s best cords, and poured out a galden
melody to the tune of a few miilions of an In-
dian Bill.  And so it is in Twaly. Savoy and
Nice have been grasped by Frunce; and Eng-
land must bave her hon's share of the boot(y)
too. So to cloak her designs, and to make
John Buls almost ewmpty purse, bleed once
more, there come tdiugs again across Lhe sea
““ of the wailings of oppressed nationalities,” un-
til his heart is opened, and so eager is he to pay,
that without waiting for the fax-gatherer —
through whom Le daoes all his charity—be runs
open-handed to powr in his contributions to a
Garibaldi fund. Here is the key to the Sicilian
mystery. England nust have her counterpoise
in Continental Europe, for Nice and Savoy, and
she finds it most couveniently in Sicily ; Gari-
baldt is her tool, and will be her Viceroy it Eu-
rope is msane enough to allaw him; but ironey
must be got out of Jobn’s pocket 1o do the
thing; and bence these tales of tyranny and
Papal oppresston to  draw out the sympathy of
the dear old man. Not that we would deny
that the Xing of Naples has been guilty of sore
oppression ; but has not that oppression been
forced upon lim 1n self-defence by British in-
trigue and British gold? And are there not
tales of oppression, too, far better authenticated,
in a certamn other 1sland much nearer home, that
ought to arouse his sympathy 7 Nor will it do
to believe all, nor, perhaps, one hundredth part
of what is placed at the Bourbons’ deor. We
bave seen too much hashing-up accounts and
atrocities to serve a purpose ; and that by jour-
nals that ought to be respectable, to be taken in
a second time with chafl.  The British pressis
even more easily wielded thaa its enslaved bro-
ther across the Chunnel.  What Louis Napo-
leon does by warnings and suppression, England’s
Premier does by milder, but no less eflicient,
means. Kunowing Jobn Bult’s character o a
dot, he dares not meddle wih him by foree ;
but, like the donkey-driver, holds out before
lus nose—just near enough to be unattainable—
a bunch of inviting carrots, or a savory whisp of
bay, awd thus leads him—poor foolish ass!—
whithersoever be wills.  Pull the wires of thie
Times, and get up a *furore,” and the thing is
done. Let the Z%mes bat bark, and from one
end of the country to the other—like village
curs on a calm summer’s mght — the canine
chorus of Provincial newspapers answers m re-
sponsive notes, without knowing, or caring to
know, the why or whetefore.

“ The cry of oppressed nationalities,” forsvoth,
is a superlative humbug. Tt is (he case of the
poor, foolish frogs over agun. What bave these
oppressed natonalities obtained frem sympatle-
tie Europe, think you? King stork for king
log. Nice and Savay have cried for bread, and
bave been given a stone ; they asked for liberty
and independence, and have received French
tyranuy, and a TFrench police. The Duchies
and the Romagna have exchanged a paternal rule
for Sardinian extortion, and a national bank-
ruptey, for the privilege of helping to pay Sar-
dinia’s debts; and Catholic Sicily—if Europe
will allow it—is reserved for Kaglish rule—to
experience at her bands no doubt 1he same pa-
ternul government under which poor Catlolic
Ireland has suflered a superhuman tyraunny for
so many centuries. God lelp poor llaly! Iler
skies are bright and clear—lier soil is rich—and
like an unprotected beauty, ler comeliness has
roused ber newghbors’ lust, and will encompass
ber ruin. In looking overthe accusations brougit
agaiost the Papal sway, nothing but the blindest
bigot cun fail to discover that they are compos-
ed of nought but frothy declamation, without one
siugle attempt at proof. No instance, perhaps,
proves this se strongly ou this Continent as the
action of the New York Times—the Thunder-
er’s puny cousin — upon Archbishop Hughey’
powerlul vindication of the Papal rule. his
vindication, of course, had *¢ raised the Yankee
dander,” and onc would naturally expect that, if
be did attack it at ali, he would not leave one
single proof unused in its annibilation. But
what is thefact 7 le a column and a half of the

i Methodist Doctor’s ¢ Darkk Ages.”  And j,
tvery sooth when we have such nuthonties g
Tortin, and Robertson in his Listory ol Chm-'.
| les the Tifth asserting the iguorauce of the Mid.
!dle Ages, il is not to be wondered wt {un the
| principle of moukey apemg ape) that we haye
l such minor _Iighrs as the Chief Superintendont of
: the Educational department of Upper Canady
tand a certain judicial personage following in theyy
t wake. DBut though it be not to be wondered at
they are nevertbeless to be pitied, because \E
proves that whatever those ages may be i,
themselves, they are undoubtadly Dark to them,
Besides, it shews a want of accuracy of ming
and judgment, and any amount of bigotry in
them to recetve so gulpingly all that is afficimed,
uasupported by proof of these Catholie ages.—
As a sample of these writers’ inaccuracy, not 1
say ulter ignorance, of the Middle Ages, we
will instance Robertson’s assertion in bus % Views
ot the Progress of Society,” that “ many of (he
clergy of that period” (from the seventh to the
eleventh century mind you) # did not understand
the Breviary which they ‘were obliged « daily
to recite ; some of them could scarcely read it.?
Now lere 15 an assertion which the generality of
readers, and the Methodist Doctor doubiless
amongst the rest, would not carve to test by ve-
ference to the hustorical fact, especially as tha
fact is a Popish one ; and yet it is not surely so
much to be wondered at that many of the clergy
did not understand, whilst some conld scarcc?y
read a book which at that period had no exisi-
ence! It was not until the extreme end of
the eleventh century that the Breviary was
compiled. It is surely rather too exacling to
expect men to be able to read a book which did
ot exist, and had not ezist:d.  This however,
except for the sake of accurzey, is an untinpor- -
tant affair after ull ; for although the Mustrutioy
was an unfortunate one, and will make us deuly
his_ historical aceuracy henceforth ; sull lus main
point was to asserl the genéral ignorance and
particular inability of the clergy, and o portion
of the laity, of the period to read. * Persons
of the highest rank, and iy tie mast cminent
stations, could not read and write.” Now, fur-
tunately for the cause of truth, and unfortunately
for_hls reputation as an accurale reasouncr, he
again essays a proof of this sweeping and gene-
ral proposition, by wiich we can test his accu-
racy. Ina note appended to this assertinn—for
he appears ta have had some slight qualms of con-
scieace at allowing so broad an assertion to go
without some appearance of proof—he says—
“ Innumerable prools of this might be produced.
Many charters granted by persons of the high-
est rank are preserved, from wiich it appears
thut they could not subscribe their names. It
was usual for persons who could not write to
make the sign of the cross in conlfirmation of a
charter. Several of these remain, where kings
and persons of great emivence affix the sign of
the cross on account of their ignorance of let-
ters.”  Now, a superficial reader (is the Metho-
dist .l?octor one of these?) would immediately
exclaim, on reading this—What damning proofs
of ignorance ! But let us analyse the matter a
little, and we shall see. Tn the first place then,
f Znnumerable proofs micut be adduced, why,
in all conscience, are they not?  If many char-
ters are preserved, in which kings and emineat
persons have wrnilten themselves down usses,
pray where ace they 7 Their production would
certainly place the questicn beyond all reason-
able doubt for all future generations, especially
if they were placed in the Upper Canada Cal-
lege Musewn; it is unfortnnute therefore that
they are not forthcormng. Besides, they would
form such splendid materials for spubhmg such
future * Padre Bruyerers” who might be so in-
discreel as ta talk of Catholic erducation, that we
would advise the worthy Doctor to look them
up. 1ltis true that we have examples of char-
ters signed by rminent persons with the sign of
the cross on account of their inability to irite;
but how nany are they ?  Four all t0ld. From
the 5th to the 12th century, we bave on record
only four examples—an Englishinae, or rather
an_Anglo-Saxon! (Withred, King of Kent ;)—
a Dutclunan (Tassilo of Bavaria ;) a I'renchmas
(Heribiund, Comte du Palais, under Lewis II;)
and an Italian (Gui Guerra, Count of Tuscany.)
Now Robertson having settled the case in his
own mind, may deem four cases spread over 513
hundred yewrs as * innumerable proofs,” and
“ mauy rases ;” und the Methodist Doctor, the
next tme Lie writes about the lethargy and en-
slavement of the Dark Ages inay endorse his
statements, hut they will find no sane man at
i least to accepl their paper.  When such men as
Mabillon, Toustain, and Lassm cay produer only
four cases amongst them, we may, we think,
j safely conclude that there are no imore ou record.
| But with reference 10 this custom bercin men-
Vlioned of afiixing the sign of the cross o the
(signature, and from the prevalence of which
; Rohertson appears to draw au argument of the
Sinability of those who did so to write, we must
csay u few words. When Catholie Bishops at
;ll:c present day in sigming theiv names, prefix
' thereto, as is their custaw, the holy sign of man's
s redemption, ure they to be considered therefore
i3 unable to write, let alone to read? And
“should some {uture Chief Superintendent of Edu-
cation take it intn lus head to enlighten the Ca-
, hadian public upon the lethargy and enslavement
Upf Canadian Dark Ages, can he legithoately
! prove therefrom the utter ignorance of the Ca-
"tholrc clergy of this period 7 Mabilion bas given
.three reasons why charters were frequently
“signed by proxy. 11— Thernalnlity of the par-
“tdes 20 write, as m the four cases mentioned, ©
which, by-the-bye, he only mentions three.—




