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once more ome of the most formidable in

Euarope, thotgh it is doubtfol ifit is yeta

match fof Germany. Marshal McAlahon

rvesigned the Presidency last spring and M.
Grevy was elected by the Legislature to the

Presidexcy. The great Paris Exposition of all
nations'was held under the Presidency of the

former, s exposition in which Canada took a |
promiuent part in and bore off more than her
sharo of the honors., At ore time it wes
thought that France would be embrolled in
war with' Germany, but kappily suech a
calemity for both nations was averted by the
¢®m demeanonr of France, but ‘though
arparently cordial relations exist between
them no one knows when a storm may break
oat between two powerfual couatries armed to
he teeth. The Republican form of Govern.
ment has not vet altogether emerged from
ita period of trinl and owing to the
unsettled state of pacties, the absence of a
proper equilibritm, and the intrigaes of the
Bonapartists, severdl changes and modifica-
tions in the ministry have occurred, and are
almost daily occurring. M. Waddingtou has
lately resigned the post of First Xinister, and
his successor, M. Defreycinet has been called
upon to recomstruct the Cabinet. Gambettn,
the great popular leader, is at tae bottom of
all those changes, but he will not come for-
ward himself 2rd assume minicterial respon-
sibility. It i3 supposed that-he is angling
for the posiiicn ot next President of the Ie-
public. The "infamous clause seven in Jules
Ferry's liducation Biil has been abandoned
by the Government, which ucderstands that
France, whiie radical in politics, is still
strongly Catholic and conservative in religion

Sraix, another of the Latin nations, hasi:ad
her hands fzil with Cuba, but has taken litile
or no part in European Councils. Altoneo,
the King,was lately married to the ‘Arch-
duchess ‘Blaria of Austrin amidst great
pomp end rejoicing. €pain has giso
lately hed a change of Ministry, and iz at
present politically unsettled. The Provizce
of Murcia was flooded last month with grent
destruction of property ant distress to thou-
sonds of the people, but in<his emergency the
generosity of Spain was splendidly mani-
{ested, end millions of dollers promptly ziven
for the reclief of the inundated.

Genxaxy, under the iron sway of Bisrarck,
has attracted a large shar2 of the world’sat-
tention during the past year. This mcn of
blood gud iron has made the Empire feared at
home azd respected abread, and though his
domestic policy has been often threatened, at
one time by the Natiorvel Liberals and DPro-
gressists, and amother time by the Catholic
party -c: Conservatives, he has slswvays
tricmpbed by delicate ‘mcnipulation, threats
or promises. He secured av allisnce with
Austrie, which checks the power of Russia on
one hand, while on the other it tells Trance
to beware of aggressive alliances lookizg to
the siciu quo anfe-beibw:, Meanwhile the
unfortonate (iermans arc so ground ‘Cown
with -military oppression and taxction
that -Socialism is the result, end
conspiw.cies against the life of the Kkizer,
which ‘Las been twice eitacked during the
past sear. During the Berlin conferznce
Germary held the balenco of power, and die-
tated to the plenipotentincies nearly whal she
picnsed.

Acstgia goes inlo the new year with ac in-
crease of territory ard oo alliance with the
Iate coprueror, Germany. ~This territory was
gained Dy treaty, in muci: the same mazaer
ac her ‘Leterogeneous Empire has been -con-
structed from the beginning. She is gragually
puching-Ler way to the East. Inthis sheis
as#isted by Germany, which likes to scerler
ancient rival assume therole of aun ¥astern
power, ant have the entire Gierman race. at
her disposal.

Tiwrrer g still the #sick man” of Ewrape,
asnd ig going so fast to the ground that iis
friends, if it has amy leit, are anxiously
watching-{or her decease anc. the care ¢f her
property. .Asin Minor is in-zeality governed.
by Britain, though nowminally a Turkish Pro-
vince. . Buolgaria, Herzegoving, Roumania and
other provinces, are entirely.wrenched from
her, wkile Turkey proper ia ready for dismem-
berment and. partition.

Irarxy has not {furnished much matter for.
kistory during 1879, Victor £immanuel died
in tho early part of the year, and wag stc-
ceeded by bis son, Humbert, who is following
in the footsteps of his father. The “Irre-
denta” party Les caused troubk, and will in-
all proba%ility cause yet more. :Its object is
to complete tke unification of:ltaly by the
wresting of Trieste and Trente from Austria.
1taly iz new cone of the “gix" grent powers of

Europe, and is arming to the teeth in order
to keep up her rsw dignity, and be prepared
for emergonciéé,” = ' - -

Gnegce is aftiobed with earth hupger. She
demands Jaunina-from Turkey, but notwith-
standing that this slice of territery ses given
by the Barliu Congress, Turkey vefuses to
give it up, and Greece is wrathful aad belli-
gerent. o o .

Rossia bas baen aflicted with. interval dis-
orders which prevented her carrying <ut the
foreign policy marked out for her by. Gorts-
chakoff, Nihilism has become so formridable
a8 to strike terror to the hearts of the authori-
ties. Several daring assassinations have been
committed by them, and notwithstanding the
precautions taken by the police and the
merciless policy in force agninst them the
terrible organization is still terrible and
mysterious They have mado two attempts
on the life of the Czar which were almost’
miraculously ifrustrated, hut they have. noti
yet givon up all hope of eccomplishing their
nefarious purpose. Rusala has been more
than once on the verge of war with England
and it is'not Improbable that the alliance Lé-
tween Cermany and Austria may not have
been the, indirect means ot -proventing
& gigantic war in which England.and
other great- powers might be now engaged.
Russiais constantly increasing hor “arma~
ments both by sea and land {and fortifying |

her frontiers adjoining Prussia and Austria, |’

She has alsp. sought for a rapprochement ;with'
France, which is undoubtédly on good terims
with her; but whether fo'secret allinnce the,
future will determine. 'Although successful
in Intrigning againat England in the Eastand
getting her into difficulty, her own expeditions
fent againgt'the Turcomans, who stood in her

ures. Nevertheleas, with her usual patience
and perseverance she has lately equipped an-
other formidable expedition which may cap-
ture Merv and Herat in the spring.

The Scanpixavian patiens, Holland Belgium,
Tortugal and the smaller fry of the European
nations have remained profoundly quiet
during the past year, trembling for their very
existence, a8 thev know not the moment a
great war may break out which will end in
their abserption by the victors,

Orossing the Atlantic Ocean, we come to
the Uxirzp States, which, with one bound, has
risen to the prosperity of former years, This
i8 dueto the succession of splendid harvests
and the bad barvests of Europe, which caused
a flow of gold into her coffers, thus reviving
trade and all branches of industry to an
olmost unprecedented extent. Within the
past fow days trouble of & serious nature has
aricen in Maine, which may lead to blood-
shed, but the facts are of 5o recent a date that
there is no need to dwell upon them here at
leagth,

There have been the usual number of re-
volutions, or attempts in revolution, in Mexi-
co and the Central and Southern States of
America. Chili is cogaged in a war with
Peru and Bolivia, from which she is likely to
emerge victorious and with an accession of
territory.

As Canapa is to us the most important
country of the globe, we have reserved our
reviewof it to the last. The Dominion, like
the United States, has emerged from the bit-
ter trade depression which has aftlicted her
for four years, and although wnot to such an
extent as our neighbors, still the signs of re.
tarning prosperity are distinct enough to
lenve no manner of doubt on the minds of any
but Reform journals such as the Toronto
Glole and Wontreal Iferald. What part of
this returning prosperity is dne a good bar-

of the tarifi by the Canadian Parliament last
session, it is difiicnlt to say with any degree
of certainty. As regards the eflects of the
National Policy, it may, ‘however, be fairly
admitted tkat if it has not done as much as
its friends claim for it, it hes done something.
After another year's triazl political economists
will be in:x better positior: o state, but it *we
are to judge from the slections which have
taken place since the establishment of the
protective tariff and tke enthusiasm mani-
fested in <he reception of Nir Leonard 1%lley
in different parts of Canada it must be
admitted that the measure was at all etvents
popular. Ons of tho effects is that we have
to pay meore for the necessaries as well as the
luxuries of life, and ancother that manufac-
turers heve bad new life infused into them and
been enebled to employ more men hbusides
giving iiem better wrges. Itis those having
anpual <ncomes and- sclaries who suffer on
account of the increased cost of living, but
this miclortune muy unsturatly right itself as
business goes on prospering, for it is scarcely
neceseasy to supposc that salaries of cm-
ployees will be increased in proportion to
the means of the employers and their increase
of profits. The Uovernment of the day has
pusbed the Canadian Pacific Dailroad with
viger in nccordance with their promises, and
even Pritish Columbia is almost Lalf satisfied.
An agitation for Natienal Currency has also
been started as a corollary to the ‘National
Policy, with bright hopes of ultimate
suceess, The wvexed Letellicy affair
bas also becen set at Test by the rernoval of
the obnoxiaus Lievt.-Governor,a step which
led tothe downfall ¢f the Joly Government
in Guebec, and the eccession to officeof a
Chaplsau Coulition Government, Messrs
Flyon and Paquet bnving consented to take
portfolios under & Concervative leader. Con-
trary to general expcctation, the :Liberals
carriefl the Ontarie elections by a large
mejority, but as & genzral rale the Conserva-
tives were successful in the elections which
teok piace in the ether Provinces of the
Dowsnion. We cannot close this imperfect
review -without thanking our pateeas and
subsoriters for the generous support they
have extended to wms during the past year.
Througt their exertions, and, let us-wodestly
hepe, the intrinsic merits of the paperasa
representative organ, the circulatior of the
daily bas increased xearly forty per ceat.,
while thz weekly lizs been still more success-
faul. We can promisc that in future we shall
use our. strenuous erertions to so improve
both papers that they will be necegsary in
every Irichman's house in the Domizion of
Caua€a, «and while wishing our numerous
friends and well-wishers a happy New Year,
we requcs. of them not to relax their efforts,
but to &id us in making the PosT and Trug
Wirtseas what they are intended to beia their
respeclive splheres, the leading organs of the
Irish elemont in this counfry.

Tiish Relief Pund,

The Praprictors and Employees of
the Poar.and Tuve WIThEsS $ICD 00

CGRRESPONDENCE.

Chrivtmas Eve at Bilean Hnlj.

¥ the Editonc! the TRUE WITKNESS end EOST,
Sie~-It i8 pretty gemerally known that
‘Eideau Hal}, the residenco -of the Govercor-
General, is situate within the incorporated
willage of New Edinburgh, bich, lying sast
of Ottawa, i3 separated from-ihis city by the
tideau river. Eat, I presume, there arc few
otfeide the village limits wha.zre aware that
its populntior is estimated at.nine bundred
soulg, all non-Catholics except®ihe membeis
of about thirty-five families. Khere are twe
Charches, 8t. Bariholomew far ¢he Church of
England people and another for the Presby
terincs. Methoddsts, Baptists, ete,, aud Catho-,
lies come over to the city to worship,. A
publicachool in thevillage accomizodates the
children of non-Cattolics, but Catholic child-
ren have recourse to «the separate .schowls in
‘Ottawa for instructicn. This imfermation,
not of itself impoctant, is necessary 'n order
that the reader may fully apprewinte the

spirit of the following .announcement, which |-
‘appears in this morniag’s Citizen, gnrt of

which I teke the Iiberty of putting iuto
italics i - :

% The chililren of New Edinburgh, .com-
prising all thess belonging to the congrega-
tion of St. Bartholomew's Church and the
Presbytetian Church, end all allending the
public scheol of the villuge,’nave been kindly
invited by His Excellency the Governer-
General to Ridesn Hall on Christmas Ere
(Wednesday evening) to e Christmas tree.”

.. This little bit -of souperism cannot be the
design of the Governor-Genersl, but of one
of the understrappers at Rideau Hall, with a

“hend on him no larger than a clotbes-pin. . No,

matter who the author is, however; the chil-
dren of the village .ot attending the public

.gchoo! will survive it.

Yours hopefully,

A (8 .
i TaooLy ¥4 Low.!
mark,

’
'

* Oftawa, Dec. 22, 1879,

i

o A Fow Remarks Merely, .
To the Editor of the Trog Wrrneas end Lost:
. .Dear Si,—Io view of - the approachieg

road to Merv have-ended in diswatrons fail-

famine in Ireland, perbaps it would not be

i

vest, to the reacting upon us-of the trade re-|
vival in the States, and to the readjustment

considered whoily inopportune to lay before
your readers as succinctly as possible a fow
comparisons, and the manner in which they
have been treated by the respective Govern-
ments, whose subjects they are. Silesia is
threatened with a famine, the autocratic Czar
and cold blood immediately orders ixat food
and clothing be sent at the Imperial expense.
Hungsry becomes almost devaststed by flood,
Auctria agsumes the care of the homeless and
destitute. When the failureof crops inIndia
precipitated famine, England devised an
elaborate system of official relief, and rations
were distributed to hundreds of thousands
daily. It is a remarkable fact that while the
British Government remains perfectly indif-
ferent towards the Irish people, the English
Catholic prelates are indefatigable in their
efforts taking up collections for them.

Cardinal Manning, himself an Englishman,
with very strong English sympathies, is the
principal mover, and in an officinl document
he affirmsg that, from present indications,
unless substantinl and immediate relief is at
once forthcoming, a repetition of '47 will be
inevitable,

The stolid silence of the Government,
therefore, i8 certainly inexplicable, and is, in
fact, nn infamous brutality.

The Government, some time ago, promised
public works, which are badly needed, should
be begun. Itis far from their intention to do
any such humane act. Instead they have
strengthiened the garrisons, so as to better
exemplify English charity for an impoverished
people. The Irish Church fund still lics in
bank to the credit of the Quvernment. The
amount now must be millions of dollars, every
dollar of which belongs to the Irisk people.
M. Butt made every effart to induce the Go-
vernment to use the fred for Irisk interme-
diate education.

This would have bzen a Lhumnze act, the
benefit of which worlid be felt mot only by
England and [relend but by the whok
world.

This, Beaconsfifid with that vigotiy of ne-
ture described by ‘O'Conneli, begotten of «n
intense hatred for everything Trish, positivoly
refused to do. 'Thercfore, if the people of
Ireland do not starve, it is ozly by a supreme
effort on the part of the Irich in Canada:and
the ['nited Stetes to raise nnd forward m-
mediately subscriptions.

Let the em¥iem of cha¥ity for once &2 en-
shrined in out: bearts ani let every man in
this commurity, no matter what his eation-
ality, religior.’or politics,'be respond prémptly,
cordially apti substantidliy.

D. M. A.

Montreal, December Z4th, 1879,
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Chwrch, School and Soctety in
Hellcviile,

To the Edkior of tie Post and Tree W Txess.

Si—The most imaportant edifice in every
city ig, ~without doubt, the churcl, which,
with turcet above tower, spire abeve turret,
and cress over all, melting away into im-
mortal fight, iz typical of the sublime striv-
ings of the soul toveach a kappy hereafter.
The sogl of every commuuity is' the church
with itc pastor, arnd the greatnecs, 1 meen
true greatness, of every peaple must be com-
puted by their relizious devetioz and praoc-
tical ects of faith., The Catholic Church,
ever sclicitous for the etermal welfare of he:
people, establishes numerons devotione:
exercices among .o faithful, whose prayers,
with those of the holy prizsthood en
stich occasions, ascend to thz throne of
God, and then descending with & benediction
from Henven, bless and sanctily as witha
holy cnction or*Iieaven-like desw, the hearls
of tke Catholic faithful. Oure-cf these devo-
tions hag lately Urought its blcssings to this
parish at the hands of our estcemed paster,
-Vicar-General Farrelly. Mordey morning-of
last week, the'Forty Houars devotion to tie
Blesged Sacrament was commenced with
High Muss and an able secmon on the
Blesced Eucharist by Very Rev. IFather
Farrelly, V.G. The devotions continzed
duripy three days, with High Mass every
morning, & serizon, Vespers and Benediction
of the DBlessed "Sacrament -in the evening.
Morday evening, Father Casey, of Campbell-
ford,:preached on Penance ;. Fresday, Fuather
-Spratt, ot Wolfe Island, preached ou
‘the love of -God; Wedacsday, Father
Twchey preacked on Perseverance. Be-
sidee the priests just mentioned, our
zealous pastor, “Very Hev. Father Farrelly,
V.G, and his very popular evrate, Rev. D.
Farrelly, were -£asiated in their work by
Father Davis, of Iungerfotd, and Father
- Maclkie, of Tyindonega. Wore than thirteen
hundred received Holy Communion. What
happiness it must have brought to the heart
of our good pastor to see so meny of his peo-
ple receiving thelove of God-in their souls
and practising’ His virtues. aad Divine pre-
cepts.

The reparate schools have just closed for
the belidays. The different departments were
examined during.the past week, and showed
great progress and praficiency. The girls are
under the care of the Ladies of Loretto, who
have -cstablished convents in a;Treat number
of the leading citics and towns of this Pro-
vince:; they have also a boarding school in
Belleville, which ic well attended. There are
some £ve hundred and thirty pupils registered
in the soparate Bckools of this city. The
1st division of the boys 'is uuder the care of
Mr. T U'Hagan, well and favoralbiy known in
separate school education.

Durins the past thzce months the Catholic
Literary Soclety of this city, which received
its inception last winter, has been xery active.
There is no doubt-that the-success of this
society i5 cmsured. The greatest good is
flowing {zom its efforis. Essays, addresses,
readings £nd dcbates aiternately -occupy the
attention of the eoolety. We¢ have at ite
bead an excellent gentleman, Dr..Kaucphy, so
popularly known in this city. ' oalute its
success with the words of Grattax, + Evo
merpetia,’ may it be perpetual,

N “} ours, &c,,
. CazIzEN,

HOLY ORDERS.

.Ceaferrigg Orders at ithe Grand«Semis

nary.

Kis Grace tLs Archbishop, on Bunday, con-
ferred the following degress with the tsual
ceremonies rt the Grand sicminary, :Eher-
brocke street. :—

Toxsurss.—Mersrs T' Blonigan, Green -Bay;
F Fitzgerald, Chatham ; J Dosahue, Albany;
J Donowan, Boston; W Dower, Springfield;
D Mentout, Providence ; / Way, Hamiltor ;
.C Regan, Boston; I Irwine, Ottawa; &
Fanny, Providence; R Masse, C£€ V.
Mivons—Messrs A Belanger, Montresl;
A Martin, Montreal; J Coyle, Hartlord; 1T
Duon, Hartford; T Coghlan, Desten; Tt
McManus, Boston; £ Schofield, Boston; X'
Connolly, San Francisco; J Crinon, Hamil-
ton; G Dolan, Springield; J Donnelly, Al-
bany ; S Halpin, Albany ; J Lynett, Toronto;
B McCahill, - Providence; P O 8ul-
livan, New York; L Chatelain, Ottaws;
P Sheridan, London; R Masse, C 8 V,
Sur-Deacoys ~—Moegars A Faubert, Montrenl;
J Lachapelle, Montreal ; G Picot, Montraal ;
P Delahanty, Albsny; W O Baullivan, Bur-
lington ; J Hagarty, Ogdensburg; J Murpby,

Dubuque ; M Farrelly, Dubuque; J Foley,
Boston; J Curtin, Hartford; L Cottle, San
Francisco; J Coyle, Sau Francisco; J Sulli-
van, San Francisco ; T Buvke, Chicago.

Dracoxe.—T Fuhey, Montreal; W Mor-
ache, Montreal ; J Forget, Montreal ; J Ham-
ilton, Boston; J Donavan, Boston ; L. Gilday;
Bosaton ; D McMahon, New York; J Feeny,
Hamilton ; J Quinn, Hartford ; T Viany,CS V.
Prirsrs.—T Gervais, Montreal ; A Meunier,
Montreal ; E Prieur, Morncreal; H Becker,
Alton ; M Carroll, Springfield : M Harty,
Springfield ; D Higgins, Springfield; J McCoy,
Springfield; J Murphy, Springfield ; O Clatke,
Providence; J Connolly, Hartford ; W Flana-
gan, Hartford ; J Fones, Hartford; J Galday,
Boston ; G Hoxmelet, Dubuque; W McGrin,
Hamilton; ' Walsh, Portland; L Metever,
Oregon City; J B Manseau, CS V,

-

MR. ODONNELL, M. P, ON THE
LAND AGITATION,

PR

His Letior 1o the Republigte Francaiso,

In the Bepudiipne Frapeuier of December
Tth, appeared & letter in the French language
on the land agitation, by Mz, O'Donunel], M,
P, who signed himself ¥ Un Deputo Irlandais”
— An Irieh Member.,” The followingis a
translation of that communication whicli, we
may observe in passing, has excited the ut-
most ire of the Irondon journals :—

Irish Nationatists recognise with indigna-
tion nt the odious trickery of which they are
the victims, at at the same time with the
most lively confidence iu the gympathies of
the French poople, the deplorakle situation in
which they =tand before the piblic opinion of
Europe. The English Govornment plays the
part of literator and rcformer amoungst the
nations ¢f the Continent. It asks for im-
proved aéministration in .Asia Minor; it poses
as the protector of poprlar freedom und of in-
dustry in the East. AL? if & congress could
be held to delibera(e on the manner in which
Englani carries or its own internal adminis-
trationt if the plenipotentiaries of tho great
Powers could only obgerve the Englisk fashion
of improving the lot of the furmers and tillers
of the soil in Ireland!

Krrope knows that the state of aithirs in
Irclsnd is of the gravest and most-disastrous
charucter; its fedlares are proformil misery,
mental uneasinesy, protests by pubiic meet-
ings, marching and counter-marching  of
soldiers and police, the arrest and imprison-
ment of the popzlar leaders—iz a word, all
tho sympters-cof distress, discontent, and re-
pression by btz force. lnm this nincteenth
century it kagleng bern an axiom that when
« Governtrent i in a chretic conilict with its
subjects, it must have sowac redical defect.
“The Engish Finistry trr to escape suspicion
-on this scors by caluminating the unfortunate
people <X Ireland, nnd i¢ is iz pursuance of
the endeavour that the despatches from Lon-
don are filigil with the most abominable ac-
cusations egainst Trish patriots. 1t is sought
to deooive Yae friends of perular liberty on
the Corticent by charging tho leaders of Inish

and it is only a fraction of the Liberal party
which shares the enlightened views of John
Bright and of Sir Charles Dilke.

Here, Mr. Editor, is the programme of the
Irish party in Parliament, of the Central
Tenants’ Defcace Association in Ireland, of
the National Lvague, of Mr. Butt in past
years, of Mr, Parnell and of Mr. Shaw at the
present day :—

1st. Permanent security ot tenure.

2nd. Fair rents determined by a legal tri-
bunal.

3rd. Full and ample compensation for all
improvements due to the labor of the farmer,
when he is for any reason forced to quit.

Is there any French citizen, is there any
honest man in the world, who will not admit
that the sutferings of the Irish peasantry are
intolerabls, and that their clalms are most
moderate and altogether just? To aggravate
still more the situation of the Irish people,
English competition has deprived us of the
resource of manufactures, and, moreover, the
wouney wrung from the Iiish cultivators is
spent not in Ireland, but in London. Does
pot our whole history recall those unhappy
peasants who before the Fremch Revolution
gaw cach vear the fruits of their toil snatehed
away by the agents of the Government, and
spent in wanton prodigality at Yersailles by a
court of coreupt aud idle nobles ?

Observe, above all, that what the Irich
favarers tnderstand by o fair rentis a rent
fixed, in case of dispute, by atribunal of ar-
bitrators appointed to sustain the just claims
of the landlords as well asof the tenants.
The Irish absentee proprictors, denf to the
dictates of justice and humanity, prefer to
wake the cultivator, by threatening him with
expulsion, pay whatever they van eatort from
his ni*sery and his foar.

Bat, besides the permanent land  question.
there is o temporary land questionin lreland,
and it is precisely this temporary question
which is the object of the most shametul mis-
representations on the partof the English
Governineat.

What io reality is this temporary land
qiestion in freland to-day? 1t is the vesult
of the parmanont evils of the land system, ag-
gravated by the consequences of an excep-
tional failuve of the crops and of the poverty
of the harvest. Even in good sensons the
Irish cultivator exporiences the grentest diffi-
culty ir procuring the first novessities of
existenco—the coarsest fare and dried pent
for fuel. This vear the ruin kas destroyed
the crops in the germ and prevented the peat
from being dried.  Withont money, withont
food, without fire, without eredit, often withont
aroof over thelr heads. thousands of the Irish
live ic mnad hovelg. The wretched cultivators,
crishead by the exorbitant rents which they
heve to pay in the best seasons, with a nmosn
Le theie lnndlords to aceept this vagr a por-
tiun of their usaal income. Bheyldde :lare
that even if they were treated withishe great-
ert consideration they can scarébly hepe to
pars through the winter.  The English Gov-
erament, by way of encorragement to seltish
“lewddlords, respouds by sending police and
‘weldiers, by arrests and imprivonments.

The despatches foom London inform you
" that Mr. Parnell and his colleagues demand
<the abolition of rent"—that their agitation

public-apirion with orgauising an rssanit on
properyy, ‘fumenting #n -insurrection~in a
word, witlt 7 aintaining an illegal and crizzinal
agitation.

I do not zeck to disguise the gracity of tho
accusetions directed ngainst the Irish peeple
On the cortrary, [ desire to let them be scen
in all thei: nakednets, in-crder to prove that
they are calumuies inventad for the purpore
of lauding astray the conscience of Burepe. It
is tee'intorest of the Enghish Governmont to
conceal?{is despotism iu Iraland, becaunse, if
the truth were kmown, who would believe in
the disicterestedness with whish it intenced
to ke nnimated in <t intocvention in favour of
tke rayhns of Turkey and the fellahs of Earpt?
But let:Lgypt not allow :teslf to be caught in

its own.

Ely datention kero is not to raige the vwes-
tion -of the claim -of tho Irish people for na-
tional-celf-g overmment, mineut Frenchmen
have eirendy spelen ‘o the ruthless pectidy
with which Ireland sesdeprived of that-Loon,
and it is woll known'tiat the people of that
counitry have rever corsad to protest rerciute.
ly sud ener geticaliy against the lLostile and
ignovaat  rogime  omcintained 1y their
Epglisa le gislators, *who, if they governed
their own c:ountry :prozerly, would ceriainly
be kept full y empioyed. For the mowment the
great question whiclrogitatos [reland i the
land question. Whiletkey do not cense to ask
for sclf-go vernment for their couutry, the
Itieh leaders are applying themselves with
particular care to the defence of the peasantry
againct o eystem of ciganised robbery prac-
tised by o pseudefendal aristocracy inder
caver of they most immoral and the mast per-
verse'iand code in the'world.

The grent Fremch .cation, with its seven
williens of industriowus land proprietors; can
hardly form. an idea of tire wretched condition
of Treiand, where a{fow thousand privileged
persors have the lege! right to evict {rom
amongst them the five million working in-
habrtexts of the jsland. It is time, Lowaver,
that en effort shoald s made to enlighten
Europe on a situation so revolting.

‘What, then, ia this Irich land question * It
ig-simrly that the cultivators ot the soil de-
mand fecurity of tenure in their farms as
{omg a: they pay a fair ront, the enjoyment by
themseives and their children of the fruits of
their tcil, and in case they are obliged, for
any reason, to give up.their farms, equitable
compensation for the iwprovements effected
by means of thoir capital and their skill, Oa
the other hand, tho Irish land question, as it
is viewed by the wemi-fexdal party, consistsin
the junealent and immorsl pretension of the
privilaged proprictors to hold the cultivator
at their-mercy, to preserve the right tp evict
him at -their good plensurs, and to cast his
family .£ed himself on the roadside, to in-
creage ‘ the rent year after year on account of
the improvements effected by the vapital and
skill of the farmer, and when the unfortunate
tenant, reduced to despair and to pauperism,
refuses to submit to such axactions, te con-
fiscate to their own profit the produce of a
“whole lifs.of honest industry. Such is pro-
perty at bokiom in Ireland. A distinguished
Epglish nobleman, Lord Clarendon, was so
indignant et the spectacle that he called it
felony. The great economiat, John Stuart
Mill, devoted to the reprobation of this sys-
tom some of his best chapters. Mr. Glad-
stone, when he was in power, tried to miti-
gate its crueity, but, hampered by the opposi-
tion of a Parliament of landowners, he was
able to introdkco only some trifiing improve-
ments, and even these were rendered illusory
by a clause providing that the new law
was binding on all except those who
by special agreement with their ten-
aats placed themselves outside the Act.
Naturally all the bad landlords
obliged their tenants, under pain of eviction,
{o contract with them outeide the new law,
with the consequence that in many respects
the position of the unfortunate farmers has
only become worse. Herve, surely, is a laugh-
able legislative reform { All the responsi-
bility of the gituation cannot be cast on the
Tories. The rapacily of selfishness is no less

thetrap laid for it ‘Kopliand bas million: of
unfortenate rayabs and oppressed feilabs ot

Pindirected agninst «the payment of rent.”
! It is a lie—an infamotis lie.  The Loudon
I despatches omit one wordl which makes all
!the difterence : the Irish  patriots carry on
" agitation not ngainst rents, but aguinst exces-
sive rents.  Take away the word excessive,
aud the situation in grossly misrepresented.
Mc. Parnell and his friends encourage the un.
furtunate peasantry in claimingan immediate

prictor ix an honest  man—and there are
many honest landiords in Ireland, though
amongst the selfish and tyrannical mass they
form but a handful—the people receive, and

a soldiery returned from a war of exterming-
tion in South Africa. Until the English flest
was destroyed, and au army of liberators at
least a bundered thousand strong, with arms
and munitions of war for two hundred
thousand insurgents, gained a footing on
our cousts, there would be no chance of
o successful insurrection in  Ireland.
We know the ndvantages of a legal and con-
stitutional agitation. For the first time since
the pretended union witk Engiand, Ireland
possesseR a mnjority of mationnl representa-
tives. We number sixty in the Parliament of
Westminster. Our organized eloctors play a
decisive part in party contests in forty of the

great cities and towns in Epgland and Scot-
land. Millions of English'people, crushed, as
we are, under the weight of a preudo-fedual-
ism,
forts
cultivator of the soit his sliare of the produce
of his toil.
Iveland and Great Dritain.
countrymen and {riends in all the great col-
onies in the enpyment of self-povernment—

with
making

us in the ef-
to secure to the

sywpathize
we  are
in
We luva fellow-

We nre seven millions

in Canada, in Anstralin, in New Zealand.
Alillions of persons of our race are established
in the United States. \We meet with sym-
pithy everywhere, The two huandred mil-
lions of native Indiang, deliverad over to the
despotic rule of English Pashine, Bave their
eyes on 15, and look on us as the advanced
guard of the champlons of self-government
and municipal freedom. We lave against us,
it is true, n great and formidable conspiracy
of seltish interests.  We have the thousand

ruling  famitics  of  the last of  the
great  oligatehies  of Furops  using  all
the means ot eppression at their com-
maud  to  erush ous. The fand  sys-

tem of the Fnglish ardstocracy, surcouaded
and protected (by fortresses like the barrack
atd the workbonse, will not full withont n
long and terrible struggle.  But victory, cer-
tinin victory, is before us, il we lmow how to
keep ourselves up to the level of the occasion,
The citadels of the pscwdo-nristocriey nre al-
ready undermived. and the battering-rams,
which nare to give the nssanlt in the breach,
are ju course of furmntion behind the trenches
of the besiegers.  The millivns of taral serfs
in Englaad itself are awaking to liberty. The
English farmers, long driven like a fock
ot sheep by Tory squires, arg Dbegia.
ning to cry for deliverinee, amd to
aspire after the independence smd sceunty
for labor. The Irish nation, then, has
much to sutler, but nothing to fear. 1t will
share in the progress of hmunanity, conscions
as it s, of its strength and ol itx lights—
kunowing, moreover, that the eves of Enrope
are to-day tixed on its hypovritical oppressor.
The Fngland of despotiswe and of (Fand—
that Carthagenian Eugland, which inkes alt
it can out of all nntions, and rofm s own sabi-
jects—that  lying  Kogland, which  talks
philanthropy at UBerlin while imprisoning in
Ireland aud poisoning China with opinm—
that is the England which we pursne with

unintermitting  hate. Bt there  is au-
other  England—that  of the people amld
liberty—gzrent  in ity howowrabls  com-

meree, Tich in its peaceful products, full of
gencrons impulsus—the England of the Ham-
dent and the Wilberforces. It Is thiz Eoo-
land which we desite to stand by, which we
wish to follow in its glorions enthusiusin, and
of whosy sons wo are happy to call ourselves
friemls and Lrothezs, allies and fellow-citizenr.

I have, perhape, abused your gencrous
hospitality.  Uermit me, however—and 1 will
then finish—to conclude with nfact and a
ynotation.  The fact is an occurrence ty pical
of the land agitation in Ireland : the yuota-
tion ig one from o spoech of dir, Parnell, do-

reduction of those rents, gronnding their | goine our policy in this movement

‘:;CL.IDH nl?ll . thg c Lfi‘;l‘::::‘“l ':“‘t'k O‘;f The despatches from London leave you to
1¢ enn exisience A bolieve thut Mr. Parnell intended to provoke

the Lnd  senson. Wherever  the  pro- !

Inkt Sunday, nn insurrcction in tho rural dis-
trictof Bnlla.  What does this mean? Balla
was to have becen the sceneo of the cruel gvic-
tion of o puor fumily of cultivators sinking
under the weight of illness as well as poverty.

are thankful for, a generous abatewment.
When, on the contrary, the landlords refuse
to reduce their renis, and to by content with
what their tenauts can offer them of more
produced, then, and only then, does Mr. Par-
nell ndvire the pensantry to keep whatover
money they have, since the sucrifice of all
they can give will not guarantee them agrinst
oviction. What is then to be done? A
farmer contracts to pay a rent calculated at
the highest figere in a preceding good
senson ; he caupnot puy more than o half
or two-thirds this year—a fiightfully
bad year; he brings all that he hns to the
landiord, and begs him to be contented with
what ho can pay—to have pity on his misery,
and not to put him out. Tho lundlord
anewers: “ Nw give ; me all you have, and I
will still demantd the last penny of the rent.
Deprive yourself even of your skia to pay me
what vou cun furnish, but [ will not drive you
out the Iess on that account if you do not
su-ceed in satisfying up to tho last farthing
my exorbitant demand.” What shonld be
done with such a landlord? Mr. Purnell
counscls the farmer to pay nothing till he is
sure that the payment made according to the
measure of his means will shelter him from
eviction, and hoe I8 endeavouring to induce
all the other cultivators in the country to
join together and by common agreement re-
fuge to take any furm from which a poor tenant
shall have been ovicted. In this way le is
organizing a sort of barrier againust the sel-
tisl: landlords, who, after the example of Shy-
lock, will have their pound of flesh to the
last ounce. The bad landlords will desist
from their cruelty when they know that that
cruelty will cause them the loss of a tenant
digposed to pay them nll he can, and that, on
the other band, his eviction will cause his
farm to be left unoccupled. All that is with-
in the limits of the law; it iz constitutional.
Un one side there is the right of the
landlord to evict the tenant; on the othor,
there is the equally legitimate right of the
tenant to regard eviction as the punlshment
attaching to his poverty, and to refuse to
occupy o farm which has been the theatre of
sn eviction. It is thus that Irish patriots
seek to defend the people against terrible
eventualities, but their demand for the reduc-
tion of excessive rents has no sort of relation
to the abolition of rents which our calumnia-
tors charge us with intending.

It is pretended that our object is to convert
the peasants of Ireland into peasnnt propric-
tors, without compensation for the actual
masters of the soil. That i8 another lie, Mr.
Parnell proposcs, as Stein and Hardenborg
did in Prussia, that the State should consti-
tute itsclf the intermediary between tle pro-
prietors and the cultivators, and that it
should facilitate among them a system of
purchase, wheraby tlie latter may become pro-
prietors in turn by paying, besides thelr rents,
certain fixed payments yearly for 35 years.
The English Government, composed of a
peeudo-Liberal party, does not rellsh the ides
of a peasant proprietary, but it has not, there.
fore, the right to cause the circulation of false
statements concerning honorable mun.

Another ialsehood has it that Mr. Parnell
and his colleagues are 'inciting the people to
fnsurraction. That statement v as foul as it
is absurd. We are Irishmen, aud we love
our country, We are membeérs of Parliament,
and we know the strength of the Government
and the weakness of [roland. We. cannot

Ogdensbyrg; W Carry, Chatham; J Bourke, ! grest amongst the so-called Whig-Liberals, | desire to see our country become the pray of

It is the policy of the Irish party to give
the ntmest possible publicity to atrocitius of
this deseription. If the landlords cast ouc
peoplo on the roadside, it is desirable that
the thing should take place in presence
and  wnder tho action of the scorn of
the hnman raco. It had boen arrauged
that the people of the noeighbourhood should
nssemble together to witness the monstrous
act of tegal cruelty which had Leen prepared.
The meeting was held, but the eviclion of the
sick and atarving family did not take place.
Why”? Wae it owing to a tanly retura to
humanity oa thoe part of the landlerd? No;
it was duo to the mercy of the sherlff chargeod
with the carrying out of the detestalla law,

1 now quote Mr. Parnell. Addressing the
weeting nt Balln, he said; «It is possible that
new arrcsts may follow those which have al-
ready takon place. Your duty is not to do
nnything in opposition. You should abstaiv
frum all violence against the ministors of the
luw. Gurend in thisngitation is not te oppose
the execulion of the laws, even of bad ones,
but to altempt their abrogation.”

We procesd only by legal paths, openly
and within the limits ot the constitution. We
do not desire to wrong anyone, but wo are re~
solved to use all legal menns to obtain repe-
ration for the wrongs which have been done
us.

T T— @~ ——

PensoNan.—Mr. Petor O'Leary, the Irish
patriot, is in town and stopying ut the Fxpross
Hotel.

CortonizaTiey . —1t is said that the Jesuit
Fathers here have in coutemplation the es-
tablishment of a settlement in the vicinity of
Imke Nouminenge, in tho Ottrwa vailey.
Tho Rev. Father Labelle, of St. Jerowe, aud
others are taking an intecest in the matter,

_No Asxoai  RecErrion.—The following
circular i8 published over the signature of the
Rev, Yather Iarel, Vice-Chancellor :—Owing
to the absence of His Lordship the Bishop of
Montrenl, and by reason of particular circum-
stances in which the Bishopric is placed, the
usual New Year's reception will not be held
this year at the Episcopal Palace. These
visits may be made, and will be received with
pleasure on the returnof His Lordskip. By
order of the administrator of the diocese.

Reniciovs ProressioN.—Miss Kate O'Far.
rell, daughter of the eminent Quebec lawyer,
assumed the white veil of the order of the
Sacred Heart, oo the 12th instant, from the
hande of the Rev. Father Beauderin, 5.J,, at
Sault au Recollet .Convent. Ssveral others
of the Jesuit Fathers, with the parents and a
brother of the young lady, attended to wit-
nesy the impressive ceremony. That day
aptly happened to ba the ceatennial anniver-
sary of the venerablo foundress of the order.
The decorntions were gorgeous and in keep-
ing with the magnificent and picturesque site
of the Monastery ; the music, vocal and in-
strumental, was of the " very highest order.
Theyoung lady will be, no doubt, an acquisi-
tion to that tenching order ; it must, indeed,
be in the recollsction of our renders that,in
June, 1876, Miss O'Farrell graduated with the
highest distinction, and won the Dufferin
silver medal, for greatest proficiency in liter-
ature, in both Iangunges, in classics, in his-
tory, sacred, ancient and modern, in geo-
graphy, iu cosmography and iu the Beiences,
exact and inductive, in that venerable and

renowned institution, the Ursuline Monastery
of Quebec. S C



