A}

- THE TRUE WITNESS AND OATHLOLIC CHRbN ICLE—JAN., 23, 1874,

3

i g. In the Four Courts, the great un-
f:f&ﬁyc};?me law, with all its natural delays and
difficulties, is rendered a hnnflrEd times more diffi-
cult and more procrastinating than elsewhere.—
Three or four judges sit in solemn conclave to deli-
berate-over & matter which could be dismissed by a
judge in chambers in twenty minutes, the grand
jury system is confusion, the regulation for the re-
iovery of small debts is stated to be full of practical
anomnlies, while the Bankruptey and Iusolvent law
hes, on the suthority of one who well knows w},lgt
he-i's speaking of, “heen in a n_mdc}]e for yenrs—
From the advantages of education in their ancient
university the great mass _of_ the pegple are e.\ggludcd
on account of their religion, while no Irish law
gtudent cap be called to the Bar before he has at-
tended an English inn of court. A large proportion
of the big, red-faced old houses in the aforemen-
tioned square, which, before the Union, were .m}tz’a-
bited by the grand old Irish peers and the hospitable
old Irish squires—who, while their chimneys blazed
and their claret flowed and their hall-doors were al-
ways open to those propel:ly recommenc}ed,_ yet did
not fail to keep up & certald state and dignity--are

w tenanted by doctors and lawyers, whose brass

n1°ates adora the aren rai]ings.. Many of f;hcm_ bear
the announcement of # Lodgings to Let,” while in
several the blinds are down, the windows are pu-
red up, and of the whole mansion has the appear-
a.fme of t;eing dead. This bankrupt, Lroken dowr
exterior is no novelty to the stranger in Dublin,
Thirty years ago, Thackeray, then on his first visit
in Dublin, wrote: < The houses have a battered,
kish look, and seem going to ruin before their
1t.?me Who lives in them ? One fancies that the
chnil:s and tables inside arc broken, and the teapot
on the breakfast table has no spout, and the table-
cloth is mgeed and sloppy, and the lady of the
house is in dubiocus ctrl papers, and the gentleman,
with an imperial to his chin and o flaring dressing-
own all ragged at the elbow.” At the present
5., the bouses have the same look of desola-
ﬁO)I'l, or, at lenst, of shabby gentility, There
are 'but few large retail establishments in the
city, and those lapguish for lack of custom.—
Witil the exception of two of the principal thorough-
fares, the streets, even at the busiest time ot the
day, wre comparatively silent and deserted by pedes-
triazxs while the hemily-ludcx} vaus or strings of
elenm’]t carrineres, so characteristic of different sec-
ﬁm;’x of London lite, are nowhere to be met with.,
The public institutions arc unwszt&_:d, :_md s0 des-
pondent or 80 careless is the municipality, that the
puhlie streets_are left in a state of unparallelled
filth. What is the cause, then, of this desolation
and decay, this political and moral dry rot which
hLas undermined, not merely the capftal, but the
country itself ? Ask this question where zm_(l of
whatsoever intelligent person you may, Cathth or
Protestant, landlord or tenant, townsmanor peasant,
and you wilt receive an answer in the syame two
words—absentecismand centralization.—hat tI'lesc
terms convey, what menns have been adoptc(_i, hith-
erto unsuccessfully, to rid the country of their balu;
ful efects, I purpose to digcuss in my next Ietter.
We are grieved to believe tlm_t the above is only tqo
true & description. And it is only natural that 12
should beso. Dublinisa m(_ztropolls, bug—of wl_mt ?
Of anything but of Irish industry, Irish society,
Irish thought, Irish education, Irish government,
Irish aspirations and hppe& Why _zts very lusEory
is English ever since it was the capital of the FPale,
and English it will continue fo be, so long as
foreign garrison resides within its walls, a forcign
gentleman, called a Lord Lieuteunnt, is set up as a
royal figure-head or sign-post pointing te England,
o foreign university, or, what is the same thing, the
university of a foreign Church, sets itself up as the
centre of Irish intellectual development.  Wemight
" continne the cacegory and show how cverything in
Dublin, that in another nation \'vould be looked
upon by the people with pride, is hero accepted
only ag the badge of forcigp _scrwtuc_le.‘ Loo!zcd at
thus, the apathy of the Irish m'Dublm is easily ex-
plained : Dublin is not the capital of the pation, of
the Irish peoply, but, as it alw:'lys has bpeu since
the English occupation, of English oceupation. 1t is
that bastard thing of no parentage—a foreign capital
in a foreign land.— Catholic Mirvor.

Depuy, 29th Dec—~Tho dispute  between the
Crown and the Coroners on the question of jl{rlsdlc-
tion, which was recently raised for the first time Ly
the Law Officers, was revived to-day in a polsoning
case at Portobello Barracks. On Saturday morning
a gunoer named Doneldson, who acted as orderly to
Colonel Saunders, having been absent from d{xty
was searched for by a comrade, who found him iu-
gensible nbout 11 o’clock in the room of another
gunner named Marshall. He died in few minutes
after I:o was taken out. Mrs. Marehall, in whose
company he had been, is accussed of having caused
Lis death by administering cyamd_o of potassium to
him ica glass of punch. An inquest was beld
at tho barracks, and the accused not being present
it was adjourned nntil, the 7th of Janmary, after
ovidence of identification bad been taken. Mr.
Harty, the coraner, commented upon the unsatis-
factory state of things now existing with a divided
jurisdiction, and expressed a hope that the law
would soon be settled. The Forcman handed in a
protest from the jury against being broug}xt from
their businesses for an abortive inquiry ’:vhzlo ano-
ther inquiry was goiug on elsewhere. I he woman
was charged before one of the police magistrates,
and cvidence was given that at-8 o’clock on Saturdny
morning she purchased cyanide of potassium of a
druggist iz Rathmines, alleging that she wanted to
clean gold lace. It was Iabelled poison. An ap-
plication. was made to the magistrate to bave the
prisoner transferred to the Corener’s Lourt, tut he
stated that he had no authority to ::omply with it,
She was remanded for a week, and in the meantime
an application will be made to the Queen's Bench
for a Habeas Corpws. '

Mr. Kelly, who has come forward as 8 candidate
for the representation of the county Lxmcr_lck, is
understood to have the support of the Catholic Bis-
hop and Dean O'Brien. A meeting of his friends
wag held yesterday near Cahir_conl_xsh, and the Re';r.
Mr. Meagher spoke strongly in his favour. , It is
expected that at the meeting of the Farmers Club
on Thursday Mr, O'Sullivap, of Kilmellock, will
propose auother candidate, o

The roads in the county Mayo, from the dilapi-
dated or neglected low stato of repair into which
some of them bave been allowed to fall, are the
source of much discontent, and during the present
pregentment gessions circuit have been the source
of much discussion and complaint from cesspayers.

The case of Mr, Murphy, who c_]a_imcd o sum of
£15, for loss sustained by the malicious burning of
o quantity of hay at Wicklow, has been allowed,
and charged upon the county at large.
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GREAT BRITAIN.

Archbishop Manning has bad another animated
controversy with the Times this week on the drift of
the recent Prussian legislation, on which we have
gomething to say. We will not refer to the old
matter in dispute as to the motive of the new Jlaws.
The Times says very truly that Archbishop Manning
brings no proof that, before the Falck laws were in.
troduced, the Roman Catholic clergy in Prussia
wereloyal to the German Empire, But howcana
man be expected to bring proof of the loyalty of &
clnss? Where loyalty exists, it is not usual to have
proofs of it, but only to have no disproofs of it If
a German Protestant had to bring preofs of the
loyalty of the English Dissenters to the Crown,
would it not ‘be suffcient for bim to - assert that

- there had never beenany evidence of the contrary -

" We do notexpect the Nonconformist clergy to be
* constantly signing addresses of affection and fidelity.

All we expect is tbat gociety shall receive with sur-
prise and incredulity any assertion that as a class
.they are disaffected. And that is just what the
Prussian Roman Catholics say-~we suppose truly—
of the attitude of the Catholic clergy of Prussia be-
fore the recent legislation. Every one knows that
this was not true of the Bavariaan Catholics. Their
violent ¢ Particularism” was mixed up with their
religious belief, and manifested itself in ways. that
gave very natural and just offence to the Prussinn
Government, But the Prussian Ecclesiastical laws
were not made for Bavarian, but for Prussian Ca-
tholics, and if there is any proof of the existence of
a seditious spirit amongst them before Prince Bis-
marck put himself at the head of the anti-Romanist
movement, it is certainly very unfortunate for the
Prussian Government that it has never produced it,
It is perfectly true that Archbishop Manning has
failed to prove their loyalty, just a8 Prince Bismarck
has failed to prove their disloyalty. But neither
law nor public apinion expects proof of meod con-
duct, while it docs cxpect very cxplicit proof of 2
crime, or even of a criminal dispesition. On this
head, therefore, we do not believe that the position
of the Times is for & moment tenable.—Svectator.

Our old friend Dr. Cumming told his congrega-
tion, on Sunday night last, at the Scotchk Nationsl
Church, an incident which must bave exslted the
learned dector and his appreciative sovercign
amazingly in the estimation of his bearers. The
learned divine has recently preached before her
majesty ® upon the cognizance of the departed dead
of what transpires in this world” and her most
gracious majesty was good enough to thank Dr,
Cumming for his able treatment of the subject and
for the cousolation she received from his words.
No doubt his congregation pardoned Dr, Cumming's
modest allusion to himself when he took occasion
of this circumstance to praise the queen, for “one
good turn descrves another.”  Tho preacher timidly
alluded to the incident, not for any selfish or egotis-
tical motive, but to show his people how hermajesty
takes an interest in sermons—many of her subjects,
unhappily, do not—especially when preached by
Dr. Cumming. As an illustration of the cffect pro-
duced upon the royal mind by the doctor’s micis-
tration, he tells us that the queen reminded himy of
“a text from which he had preached before her
somc years previously”” All this shows that the
queen has a very retentive memory, a devotional
appreciation of texts, and of Dr. Cumming, whose
words make such a lasting impression upen her
mind. We are not at all surprized to lenm that o
gentleman who is so far privileged as to lift up the
veil of the tuture whenever ho likes, and who tells
us bow many years the world has to go on spinning
on its axis before it Leeomes a cinder, should Le
quite at home in spcaking of the relations the dead
have to the living. If the prophetic doctor bLe as
correct in his knowledge of the spirits of the de-
purted as he is fortunate in his predictions of the
future, we fear her majesty’s consolation, derived
from his lecture, will Le of & very shadowy charaeter.
Whether the doctor's views are true or not, they are
certainly, on all oceasions, both original and bold,
It requires no small amount of self confulcnce to
prophecy, time after time, things that never come
true. It Is this same moral courage which fortified
Dr, Camming to take his journey to spirit-land, and
to father on the Gospel he was supposed to prench
the absurdities, we have no doubt, of his own brain,
Protestants of all classes speak of the dead as
pagans of the manes of the departed. Catlolics do
not trouble themselves with such maudlin nonsense,
but gray for the souls of those who have gone before
them.— Unjirerse.

'I'ne Catrouic Uxiox asp THE GENERAL Ergcriox.
~At the next meeting of the Catholic Union a de-
cision will be come to upon the question 1nised, at
the last meeting, when the Duke of Norfolk presi-
ded, by theé Rev. Mr. Bagshawe, as to whether, in
accordance with a rule of the union prohibiting
party politics, they could so far take part in pailia-
mentary clections as to oppose candidates, whether
Whig or Tory, hLostile to Catholic intercsts and re-
commend, on the other hand, such candidates as
were more inclined to support Catholic political
principles.

Tue Foa Morrautry.~We are very glad indeed
to hear that 780 Londoners abeve the average died
the wecek before last of the fog. We do not want
them to die, of course, but if they were to die, it is
better that they should die of the fog, and so get
rid at once of the superstition that the most disa-
greeable, inconvenient, dangerous, and spirit-depres-
sing visitation which falls on Londoners is somehow
#oood for us,” It is not good for us, any more than
for cattle, but bad, as the Registrar’s return shows,
Thereis no cure for it cxcept retreat into warm
rooms, and we strongly recommend the sanitary
reformers to provide them—at other people’s cx-
pense, of course—and pass ar. Act compelling all
Londoners to stop in them, under penalty of a
month. A compulsory nse of respirators at £2 a
piece would also answer the end sought.—Spectator.

Mr. Whalley, M., is really to be pitied, and we
accordingly pity him. What a disappointed, crest-
fallen, sad hon, gentleman the distinguished enter-
tainer of the House of Commons must be this blessed
Christmas! Even those who used to be among his
most ardent admirers have begun to turn their backs
upon him. A notable instance is that of Mr. Peters,
of Liverpool. Nobody heard of the bold Peters he-
fore ; but that doesnot matter. Mr. Peters was onc of
that small but select and far-sceing and shrewd sec-
tion of the British community who bave hitherto
regarded Mr, Whalley as the greatest of Protestant
champions and the most determined possible foe to
Jesuitist. It appears that the Jean Luic episode
ix the Tichborne case has 5o shattered Mr. Peters's
faith in the member for Peterborough that he has
had the Lardihood to write thus to the great would-
be exterminator of Catholicity :—* I am beginning
to think that even you may be an 8. J.agent. You
do not know what I have had to endure from friends
of mine who know that I have maintained my faith
in you until this has happened, and now there is
this charge—that which Luis brought against some-
body having made up his work for him, Now, we
do know that you went over to America, snd must
bave known what a liar he was, How wi]l_ you ex-
plain it? For the sake of the Protestantism you
once were the champion of do let us know that you
are still pure, if you are so, or manfally tell us you
havo thrown us ever altogether.” This is really too
bad. In the name of ourselves, and—mnay we add ?
—~in the name of eur readers, we protest agalnst
such & delibernto onslaught as this on the greatest
of public favorites; in the nnme of the British na-
tion we protest against Mr. Peters, or “any other
man,” holding Mr. Whalley responsible for anything
he says or does. The hon, gentleman has been al-
lowed to say and do as he likes during the whole of
his public career, without anybody taking the least
notice of him ; why should he, in his old age, nnd
during merry Christmas, too, be treated as a com-
mon rational human being ?—Universe.

Tuz Brimsn Working Man—A Harp Case—The
colliers are beginning to fecl all the inconveniences
of wealth. They not only have to pay for their
champagno and pianos, but are actually expected to
support their” poor relations. Two colliers, named
Thomsas and John Morris, have just been summone.d
to the Chorley petty sessions for refusing to contri-
bute to the meintensnce of their father, who is 83
years old, and probebly gquite old enough,in the
opinion of his children, to take care of himself. The
Board of Guardians, however, asked for an order of
58.a week to be made against theso poor men, whose
own struggle for existence must bs of the most
painfual description, for it was shown in the course
of the evidence that Thomas Morris and his two
sons (drawers) earned only £8 12s. & fortnight ; and

James, from the account he gave of his earnings,
could only make 9s. or 10s, a day, It further ap-
peared that they actually worked ten days in a fort-
night, thus getting only two clear holidays a week,
They wers ecach ordered to contribute 28.6d. & week
towards the support of their father—a decision
which will doubtless make the blood of many an
honeat collier boil in his veins, and which led to a
touching remark from one of the two, Thomas Mor-
1i5, who observed that * if that was the cnse, he muss
look after the ‘burying money.’” To look forward
thus manfully to the day which cannot be far dis-
tant when they will be fully recompensed for any
little eacrifice they are now called upon to make for
their troublesome parent, shows that thess noble
specimeny of the British workman know how to
sonr above adversity, and have ‘“the right stull” in
them still~—2Lull Mall Qazette.

Loxooy, Jau, 13, 5 am.—~Special advices to the
Standard from Cape Const Castle report that the
King of Dahomey has sent heavy reinforcements to
the Ashantecs,

Dumble, as represented by the vestry of the fash
ionable parish of St. George's, Hanover Square, ob-
jeets to auricular confession, and is up in arms.
DBamble bringing a rich, all-powerful bishop to order
is u vight that even a Britisher—n Protestant British-
cr, of coursc—may shudder at. Vestry noadles dic-
tating on theological matters to one of the modern
tlights” of the State Church is a rpectacle worthy
of the questionable origin of the said Chinreli.  This
distinguished body held a meeting the other day
with the object of discussing what ought to be re-
ligious belicf infuture on certain points, which scem
to Le ns unseitied now in the Protestant mind as
when parliament first manufactured a religion to
suit the reguiremuents of a lustful monarch, and they
passed the following resolution :—* That this vestry
do inform the Right Rev. the Bishop of London that
from his loxdship's verbal and written replics to
their memorinl presented on the 30th of June last
against the intioduction of auricular confussion and
other corruptions in doctiine and practice into our
national Church, they were induced to look forward
to every dirsourngement being given by his lerd-
ship to such pructices. It is therefore, with grave
concern that they view the appointment by his
tordship to the incumbency of All Saiats, Murraret
Street, as calculated to greatly encourage, rather
than check, the practices complained of.” Coming
from any other body than a vestry this would be an
expcession of opinion to which the Drotestaut bi-
sbop referred to shiould pay some attention : but in
this case it is highly probable he will, if he take
notice of the matterst ail, contemptuously coamand
the vestry gentlemen of Hanover Square to mind
their own business. To an ontsider the affair is
higlly amusing.—2"%e {niverse.

Tup WrosGs oF ScorLaNn.~Mr, AI'Laren hiag been
trying to get the Scottish Jion to wag his tail in
wrath, but the noble beast knows he is uncommonty
well off, and his tail is as quict as i€ he and it were
moulded in bronze. The threc and a half millions
of human beings who make up the Scofch nation
are at this moment the most Hourishing budy that
exists in any part of the globe. They have all that
man can waut, and perhaps more than is always
good for him. They have ample room and means
of cultivation to indulge their virtues or their vices.
They have coal, iron, fine harbours, abundant water
cotnmunication, splendid scenery, excellent Univer-
gities, with primary cdnceation far ahead of that of
England, inteliigence, bealth, and wealth, They
have their own way in everything, They drink
oceans of whiskey, they make theivstreets on Sunday
resemble those of a buried city, they have o succes-
sion of castellated hotels rwarming with Cook's
tourists. With the utmost license of making them-
selves uncomfortable they combine advantages
which are not, indeed, superior—far of all privileges,
that of making himself uncomfortalle after bhis
speeial fashion is the most highly prized by man—
but which are renlly very considerable, They go
through 1ife like Rodericlk Dhu through the glen,
Each of them bas but te sound Lis bugle, and three
millions and a half of Luman beings, minns one,
spring up out of the heather to back him, to job for
him, nnd to state that they kuew Lis aunts, who are
most respectable women, They alone of mankind
can tell Scateh stories to each other in real Scotch |
and this, if pleasure could be put into a pecuniary
shape, might be safely sct down as worth £5 a head.
The size of the cstates of some of their nobility is
rather oppressive, and it would be a relicf, in going
from Taymouth to Obrn, to hear some one talked
of besides tho Earl of Breadalbane, But then, on
the other hand, these large estates sometimes afford
opportunitics for most interesting experiments being
tricd on them, No English nobleman is such a
prince in England as the Duke of Sutherland is in
Scotiand ; but no English nobleman could do what
the Duke of Sutherland is doing to reclaim and im-
prove land, to create new wealth, to make a poor
and backward population rich and intelligent. They
have their own laws and their own legal langunge,
which is the most unfortunate gibberish known to
jurisprudence, but which at any rate is cminently
national. A lawyer cannot help fecling an honest
pride when he thinks that it is under a solemn treaty
Letween two kingdoms that in the 19th century he
is atill able to state, as if he were giving intelligible
information, that “the Lords assoilzied from the
passive title, but reserved reduction.” Then the
Scotch have great Parliamentary privileges, Such
alterations as have been made in the details of the
Treaty of Union have been naturally and properly
to their gain, and they return an increased nuwber
of members at the expense of England. Not only
do they vete very much as they please, but they
get distinguished strangers to run down from Lon-
don and subject themseclves to the very candid
criticisms and ingenious catechisms of Scotch con-
stitvencies. They have their sovereign to reside
among them oven nt times of the year when her
Cobinet often sighs over the distance that separates
ber from London, They have all the romance of
the Stuarts for the purpose of songs, illustrated tea-
trays, and local memorials without any of the incon-
veniences of having successfully adhered to them,
All these good things and a thousand others they
bave and know they bave, But a Briton is far
above owning that he bas no cause of discontent,
for that would subject him to the injurieus imputa-
tion of having got all he deserves to get. He must
grumble about something in order that he may
assert his steps forward to keep his countrymen
up to the mark, and suggesis that they should
make themselves unhappy because Ircland is better
treated than Scotland by the Imperial Parliament.
Whereas every one in England pays £2 6s. to the
Imperial Exchequer, and every one in Scetland paya
£2 38, each inhabitant of Ireland only pays £1 5s.
We do not in the least mind paying a trifie more
here than is paid in Scotland. Long experience
has shown us that to get small sdvantages over us
gives the Scotch so much pleneure that we should
not think of grudging them the mild satisfaction,
just 88 a kindly host affects not to notice a valued
guest who, he observes, always helps himself to an
innocent backhander. But Mr, M‘'Laron, leaving
entirely out of sight what England pays, calls on
Scotland to lagh itsolf into a fury becauso Scotland
pays 80 much more then Ireland. He forgets the
history of the partsership as an asset of which Ire-
land had to be faken over. Mr. M‘Laren gets on
very different ground, and cemes to something like
s subject of useful discussion, when he calls atten-
tion to some of the smaller heady of Irigh expendi-
ture. The Irish judicial staff is probably t0o nume-
rous, and perkiaps too highly paid, and Mr. M‘Laren
has come across the scent of a job in the manage-
ment of & small Irish prigon which has filled him
with a sense of natural and legitimate tricmph. It
is but & small piece of jobbery, but is, if the facts

are as Mr. M'Loren states them, a very scundalous
cne. The truth is, that all reforms, and especially
all reforms under 8 system of Parliamentary gov-
ernment, cen only be carried out very imperfectly
and slowly. The Minister of the day wants, for ex-
ample, to do gomething for Ireland, but he does not
like at o critical momont to quarrel with the legal
profession in Ireland. He is obliged to work
through the Irisk Attorncy and Solicitor-Genera),
and the law officers do not like to have the prizes
of their profession diminished. Or he makes an of-
fort to put the manngement of Irish prisons on a
satisfactory footing; but as there are many persons
interested in his not getting full information, he
omits to notice the abuses that exist in the man-
agement of some tiny establishment. The next
Session he has other things to think of, or events
nay bave oceurred which make it impossible to ask
Parliament to atiend to small Irish matters. So the
opportunity goes by, and the little nest of jobbery
remains wntouched and unnoticed until gome inde-
fatignble, irrepressible investigator of small things
like Mr. B‘Laren comes across it, and proudly re-
veals the scandal he has been the first to discover,
It is = useful plece of work, and Mr, M‘Laren may
be congratulated on having so congenial o picce of
work to perfiem s and we trust hie will perseverc
until he get- @ -is ridiculous little prison abolished,
or conducted 4t a proper cost. Bub his task hes
lwothing whalever to do with the wrongs of NScotland,
unless Scotchmen are prepared to think all Trish
Jobs special wrongs and insults to thentselves, and
ta that ¢ase, no doubt, they will have ample oppor-
tunity of sitting on pins and necedies for the rest of
theiv lives.—Suturday Review.

UNITED STATES.

In the United States, at the present moment, were
we to ook at the movements of the political  class
alonc; the acts and resolutions they pass; the no-
minstions they make ; their diplomacy, their inanee,
their administration of justice—cverything would
seem to be going from bad to worse.  There were
hawdly ever such appointments m the lListory of
diplomacy as those of the past few years; there was
never such a nominey for Chicf-Justice as Williames;
the Salary-tirab and the Credit-Mobilier teansactions
are uneqiilled in the history of our legistation ;
there never was such a Sceretary of the Treasury as
Mr. Richardson : nor was there ever a time in which
the country looked so despairingly from Congress
to the Fxecutive, and from the Bxeentive back to
Congress, in the bewildered expectation that one of
the two must at least prove less incompetent than
the other.  On the other hand, if we look away
from Congress and the Exceutive, forget what is
going on in Washington, in Albany, and in the
New York Custom-house, and cousider the condition
of popular sentiment throughout the country, there
has never been a time in the last ten yenrs when
thiere have seemed to be more abundant indications
ofa genernl awakening of the popular intellizence
as to the actual condition of politics, the dangrrs ot
our condition, and the remedics which are within
ourreach.  The people of Pennsylvania and Lalf a-
dozen other States bave adopted” constitutions des-
troying at one blow agreat part of the powers of
the legislature—the popular Lody, par ececllence ;
and in all the States which have thus changed their
organic law, the change has generally been in the
dizection of abridging the popular power, which has
been abused, cutting down popular extravaganee,
and of increasing the authority as well as the re-
spousibility of non-popular bodies like the judiciary
and the executive,  When we look at the matter
in detadl; we see the same thing. 1t is the popular
criticism of such an appointment as that of Wil-
liams which creates what opposition there is in the
Senate, It was a popular demand which forced
Congress into the Credit-Mobilier investigation. It
was & popnlar outery which led Congress to see the
necussity of at least pretending to wepeal the Salary
Act, And, on the whole, we may say that we have
reached i point at which, while the actual covern-
ment is in the hands of a bad class, aparently grow-
ing worse as time voces on, it is carried on under
siich constant protest_ agitation, and outeries of in-
digaoation frem all the intelligent, patriotic, and
substantial peoplein the country, that if we look at
the government itselt we may almnst wonder how
it goes onat all; while, it we look at the vast numn-
ber of pecople who arc in open vevolt ngainst it, wo
may wonder why, considering that in theory the
source of all power ix in the prople themselves,
these latter remainin the attitude of mere eritics
and do not obtain some share in the dircetion of
attars,—XN, ¥, Nation,

Ax Evaxagucarn Swisoner  Cacen~—About ten
days ago a very nice-looking gentleman of about
twenty-six years, an Italian, presented himself to
the Rev, Mr, Winchester, of the North Fnd Mission,
claiming to be an attache of the Five Points Mis-
sion of New York, and that, after a years hard
labour, hie was taking n rest of u couple of montis,
He desired, he said, to talk to his countrymen in
Boston; to win them to Christ, &c. About 100
Itnlians were accordingly assembled last Tuesday
morning, and on other subscquent mornings., Ad-
dresses were given, in the course of which the men
were told that they could obtain work in New York,
building a railroad for seven years at 810 per week
On Thursday the kind stranger told them a letter
had come from New York saying they must pay
their fare to that city and after arriving they would
be looked after by the mailroad campany, They
were told to come af 10 o'clock Saturday morning
cach with $2 50, and he would buy them their
tickets and mcet them at the depot at twe, In the
meantime information had been reccived from the
Five Points Mission that he was a swindler, nnd had,
under the name of Antonio Cereghino, played the
same game there and obtained $1,200. Mr, Ifoward
Curtis, of New York, also wrote that he defrauded
the saving fund of the poor Italian Scholars out of
$600, and damaging reports were brought in from
other places. On Saturday the ignorantand credu-
lous men came as requested and began to pay in
each 82 50, and doubtless the great Alexander bhad
no fears but that he should play his game success-
fully and leave the city in & carriage he had engaged
at 11 o'clock, But it was otherwise ordnined, and
after he had counted in about $5¢ Sergeant Spear
and Officer Haley, of Station 1, appeared before him,
and in a short time his name was upon the bevks of
the police. He acknowledged his guilt, and con-
fessed that hc had pocketed about $2,000 during
the year by means of tricks similarly dark and vain,

Our Srate Crorcn—Does anybody imagine, says
the Western Ilome Journal, that Lecause the American
constitution proclaims religious liberty for ail, that
we have not a State Church in Americn? Vain de-
Iusion! Protestantism is the State Church of qur
country, Irishmen who fled from the yoke of the
English Establishment, and Germans who will have
none of Bismarck’s religion, come to America to
find that they have jumped from the frying-pan into
the fire. The following letter to the Jrish World cx-
plaine itself:—

Darron, N.Y,, Dec. 3, 1873,
Editor Irish Wor

On this day my children have been summarily
expelled from the Public School for refusing to read
the Protestant Bible in compliance with the teach-
ers order. They had repeatedly told the latter that
they did not believe in the Protestant version, that
it taupht doctrines designed to destroy their faith

and that they had no desire to read any Bible save’

that approved by the Catholic Church. Finding
them resolute in their refusal, the teacher te-day
ordered them to pack up their books and quit the
school. Now, Iam one of the heaviest tax-payers
in the district or in the town whers I reside. I was
always of opinion that every citizen of this: free
country was at liberty to worship Ged after the dic-

tates of his own conscience. I way always under
the impression that our “glorions cducational 8ys-
tem” claimed to be' unsectarian. To.day 1 fearn
that I was deceived, Tho public school is a Pr.
testant propaganda,  And must I and other Catholjcs
support the very agencies which seck to prosclyiize
our children? Before taking any further action in
th_e matter, I would wish to agk through the Jrish
World : Dq the trustecs of this school approve of
the expnlsion T have mentioned ? It is to be pre-
sumed that they do; otherwise, the teacher wonll
scarcely have dared to exorcise such unwarrantablo ®
aunthority. Let the trustees speak.” Yours respect-
fully, Micuar, McFaruasp,

AN EXTRAORDINARY Cast.—~A North Carolina pa-
per Teports the following singular case .—State V8,
\‘v::llmm Linklaw. Indictment for misdenieanor
tried before Russel, Judge nt Robeson Superior Court,
spring term, 1873, Defendant was indicted for dig.
tm-bfng a religions congregation, The evidence as
(lc.t.'uh-d by several witnesses, was substantially
this:—Defendant is n member of the Methodist
Church, e sings in anch a way as to «hstarl the
congregation. At the end of cach werse Lis voice
is heard aftcr the other singers have cragmd, Oue of
the wi.tncssx-s being requested to deseribe defend-
ant's singing, imitated it by singing & verse in the
voiee and manner of defendant, which « produced a
burst of prolonged and irresistible Iauzhter, con-
vulsing alike the spectators, the Lar, the jury, and
the conrt.” It was in vvidence that the disturbance
accisioned by defendant's singing was decided and
serlous ¢ the effect of it was to mako one part of the
congregation laugh nnd the other mad; that the
Ireeligious nud frivolons enjoyed it ng fun, while the
serious and devout were indienant. It wag also in
evidence (withuut objection) that the congregation
had Leen so much distmbed by it that the preacher
had deglined to sing the hymmn, and shut up tha
haok without siuging it ; that the presiding  clder
had refused to preach in the church on account of
the disturlanee ocensioned by it; and that en one
oceasion a lending member of the charch, apprecia-
ting that there was a feeling of solemnity pervadirg
the congregation in consequence of the sermon iust
deliverad, and fearing that it wonld be tured into
ridicnle, went to the defendant andasked Lim not to
sing, and on that oceasion Jid not sing. 1t also np-
peared that on many oceasions the church members'
anthoritics exportulated with the defendant about
his singing and the Jdisturbanee growing out of it.
To all of which he replied, «That he would worship
his God, nnd that ar a part of his worshLip it was his
duty to sing,”  Defendant is a strict member of the
chirel and a man of exemplary deportment, Tt wnag
not coutenrled by the State upoi the evidence that
he had any intention or purpose to distiurb the con-
gregation, but on the contrary, it was admitted that
ho was conscicntionsly taking part in the religions
services,  Thete was o verdict of guilty, judgwent,
and an appeal by the defendunt. .

A Kansas preacher has hiad  his enlary incvensed
E50 nyear for thrashing three men who di-tnrbed
his cangregation,

e

How a Wouman Rotsur a Tiwkpr—~Ffanny ern
enwmernted a Jot of things which she said no woman
could do, but she forgot several itemy, amd, nmong
other things, she forgot to mention that the woman
hus never been found yet who can bay a railroad
ticket and get hersell sally on board a train with-
ont rising a general comamotion  and Yahering
everyhody else around the place, aud then she
nlways looks as thoueh ghe thonght ¢he oueht to
have i present of a new silk dvess for gretting on the
caratall. There was one of this kind of women
went over to Newark the other day,  She wot «lown
on the ferry about five minutes bLefore the Lont
started, and of conrse she dildn’t have any ticket, ko
she stepped up to the office to Uny one, . First she
asked the clerk what time the nest train beft for
Newark, 48ix o'clock, madan  “What time is it
now ? For reply the chak pointud to the clock,
which occupies a conspicuous position.  “ Ol yon,
I'forgot.”  And then she taok out her wateh and
found she wag abont a winote and tiree.guarfers
glow, Of course she didn't alter tl,.- watch, shy
never intended to, but it was aosatizfnetion to know
Just how it wag, By this time there were twao or
three more women and & half a dozen men behind
her waiting for a chance to Luy tickets, but bLless
you! that woman paid no more attention to them
than she did fo the precession of the equinoxes.—
Finally ahe remembered she wanted o ticket, so she
felt for her pocket hook and couldn't find it, until
she happened to think that it was in her recticule,
which was barnesswl to her waist, g0 she got hold of
that, and wriggled and twisted until she got it in
front of her, and managed to find 1he pocket-Liook.
Of course it had money in cvery compartment, and
the money was all wadded and twisted up so the
hook was ready to burst.  First she unvolled a lot of
large bills and rolled them up letter; then she
looked at fome oncs and twor, but - neludel sho
wouldn't have o bill changed, so kh- rmmaged
around and found a lot of postal civrency, but it
wouldn't pay to have the elerk make chianes for her,
#a slie hunted until she found a fifteer 1t stamnp,
then she got out a two cent piece, and 1hien chased
a three cent piece all nronud that packet-haok, and
when she captured it she Inid down the twenty
cents and looked at the ticketman as though she
expected to hear him thank her for snving him all
the trouble of making change, but he didn't say any-
think of the kind, and didn’t cven Jook much as
though he meant to. Of course, anybody would
think, when she bad bought her ticket, thiz female
might have got ot of the way, but she wasn't quite
ready yeb,  Shelind to look at the ticket and put it
back in the pertmonnaie, and put that in her haver-
suck, and wriggle that back where it belonged, and
then when she got in the narrow paesnge-way lead-
ing to the boat, she had to stop and go through the
whole performance again before she could tear off
tho coupon to give to the taker. Just then she saw
s woman behind her whom she kuew, and she
couldn’t wait another minute to {alk over that ter-
rible affair about poor old Mrs. Smith. Mcantime
the fifteen or twenty men behind were tnlking about
her. Mozt of what they said is in the Prayer Book,
but net in quite the same order. By-and-by, how-
ever she remembered sho wanted fo go ‘o Newark,
and the boat was just starting, so she had to run,
and so did tho men; and then they all came near
misging the boat, and all because that woman
couldn’t attend to businees in a business-like way.—
Thero ia a moral to this story which all women who
travel would do well to ponder.

It i rclated that a grocer in Lowell, Mass,, had a
chest of tea stolen from iIn front of his store, several
weeks ago, aud not relishing such treatment, he set
an ingenjous trap to catch the thicves, which proved
suceessful, e filled n large chest with sawdust,
first boring a hole in the bottom, and set it out in
front of the shop. About seven o'clock, while the
attention of tho men in the shop was diverted, the
chest wag stolen.  Its whereabouts was easily found
by means of the sawdust trail, though the thief was
not then found, He was subscquently arrested,
however.

Among the prominent fajlures during the-<late
paanic we bave to record that of Johu Paul ; ¢ For,”
8ays he, in & withering tone, “ whai man or men
what firm or un.firm, could stand a.‘run’ it he ha
nothing to pay with 7* But remembers Bruce and
the spider and takes héart. His tailor baving dun-
ned and deserted bim, he has sent his linen duster
to an obscurs place to have a fur collar put onit;
and hesring there is warmth in newspapers he has
ordered it lined with the Zridune supplements, so
¢ that when I am called to join the innumeable
caraven that moves on the horse cars ihis winter,
I may wrap the drapery’ of my Evangelical Alliance
about me and sit me down to scientific dreams.”



