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and pulling his hat over his eyes, give way to the meluncholy re-
“flections whicl pressed quickly upon him. To have committed
no fault, and yetto be so0 entirely alone in the world ; 10 be se-
parated from the only persons he loved, and to be proscribed like
a criminal, when six months ago he had been surrounded by every
comfort, and looked up to as the chiefl hope of his fumily—this
was herd to bear.  Ile had not deserved it neither. Well, there
was comfort in that ; and poor, Nicholas would brighten up again,
to be again depressed as his qurcl\ly-shrﬂmg thoughts presented
every variety of light and shade befora him.

Undergoing these alternations of hope and misgiving, which no
one, placed in a situation of even ordinary trial, can fuil to have
experienced, Nicholas at length reached his poorroom, whero,
no longer borne up by the excitement which had hitherto sustained
him, but depressed by the revulsion of fecling it left behind, he
threw himself on the bed, and turning his face to the wall, gave
free vent to the emotions he had so long stifled. ‘

lle had not heard enybody enter, and was unconscrous of the
presence of Smtke. untrl hnppenmu 1o raise his head, he saw
. him stnndrnu at the upper end ot‘ the room, looking wistfully to-
* wards hlm He wn.hdrew hls eyés when he saw that he was ob-
.- merved, urd affacted 10 be busred wrth some scanty prepnrntrons

" for’ dmner :

e Well Smrke,” said Nrcholus, a8 cheerl'ully as he could spenl\,
“let me hear what new acquaintunces you have made ‘this morn-

.. ing, ‘or what new wonder you hnve found out in the compass of

"this street and the next one.’

- «*No,” said Smike, shaking hrs head mournl’ully LD | must

talk ol'sometlung else to-day.”
- Of what you lrke’," replied Nrcholas, good-humouredly
«Of this ;" said Smike.. “ T’ know you are unhappy, and
* have got into great trouble by bringing me away. I ought to have
kuown that, and stopped behind —I would, indeed, if I had
“thoaght it then. You—you—are not rich : yoy have not enough
for yourself, and I should not be here. You grow,” said the lad,
’ - laying his hnnd timidly on that of Nicholas, ** you grow thinner
every day ;° your cheek is pnler, _and your eye more sunk.’
- deed Icannot bear to see you go, nnd think how I am burdenmg
you. I trled 10 goaway to-duy, but the ‘thought of your kind
t‘ace drew me back. Icould not leave you. wrthout a word. " The
poor l‘ellow could get no l‘urther, l‘or hrs eyes ﬁlled wrth tears, aurl
ln orce wns gone : o v
. Tho word wlnch sepnrntes us‘,’? 'smd Nrcholns, grnspmg hrm
j heurtlly by, the shoulder, .“shull never be’ satd\ by me, for you
are my only comfort and stuy 1 would: not lose you' now, for all
,-“the world could g give, “The thouwht of you hns uphsld me through
alll huve endured to-duy, nod shnll, through filty ttmes sach
“trouble. . Give me your hand. My heart is linked to yours We
“will Journey from this pl'tce. ‘before the week is ont. ~ What, if ]
am steeped in poverty ? You lwhtcn it, and we wrll be poor
together ' :
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PUBLIC EXECUTIONS

o Thrs only is desired of them \\h.o are minded toJudge hsrdly of thus
‘ m.untn.lnmg that’ they would be stll], nnd Jhear all out, npr think it equel
", to’anawor deliborate reason with sudrlen heat and noise ; rememberm[,r
-, this, that muny truths now of revercud ‘esteem and credlt, had. their ‘birth
“and beglnmng once from slnwulu: and.-private thoughts, ‘whila. ‘the most of
:-'v ‘men wore otherwise pnssesscd and hed the rnte at firag. to be geuers]lv ex-
ploded nnd etclalmed ‘oh, by many violent opposers “—Mn.'rov '. :
I lookmo over our file ot‘lnte Enghsh papers, we met wrth an
o moontrovertthle proof of’. the unpohcy of those sad exhibitions. For
"‘the perpetration  of murder under circumstances of the. foules:
‘-‘-‘. atrocity,” William Mernjn was oxecuted on the 4th of August,
‘in front of the county goal, Waterford. Concerning his execution
‘ the l'ollowin"n facts;are reluted.” ** Notwithstanding the dreadful
; scene that was enacted, and its unfrequency in this city, we have
to ohserve withregret, and in addition to the 10,000 proofs agaiust
these sanguinary. offerings, that it.appeared to make little or no
impression, or ot most a very transient one, on the immense
crowd that bore witness to it. . The unfortunate.being was yet
hanging a painful speetacls, when roelmo drunkards were to be
seen within a fow. yards.of the scaffold, glogting their frantic
senses on the exhibition before them. Ragamuffips. ofthe lowest
description shouting at the pitch of their voice, * the last words
and dying declaration of William Mernin, who.was hanged, etc.’
went through the streets hefore the strangled body was cut down, ||
end reaped a plentiful harvest from the uncouth sentsnces put into
the mouth of the victim by some spsculative artist. The ballad
singers also were in good request, .and made the.air ring with
~ their elegine nddresses, following the crowd who had. surfeiled
their eyes on the gibbet. Beneath the drop. young. boys were
playing, without suffering the idea that a human being was sus-
pended above them to interfere with their pastime. In truth,
~if an-argument were required to show that these bloody sacrifices
do any thing more than harden and brutalise the heart, instead of
‘inaking it more pervious to moral feeling, this is triamphant.”

, ofthose parts ot’the sncred wntmas, W6, mny per haps have' been

The late execution of Maurice Doyle, for an atrocious murder,
we are informed, was attended by .a vast concourse of people.
Amherst was deluged with persons nssembled to witness a fellow-
mortal hurried into eternity by the hands of his fellow-mortals.
With the poet Campbell, we cannot refrain from the exclamation,
“¢ Oh God ! that man, who cannot put life into a fly, can have any
excuse for taking it from a fellow-creature ! And yet nothing
is more commion than to hear it asserted that this is according to
the laws of God. We would fain hope that those who are so
ready to give utterance to such a declaration, have not duly con-
sidered the matter ; at least we have never yet found the man
who avowed it, who could conscientiously aver that he had made
the question a distinct suhject‘of examination, or had given it the
patient, diligent investigation which its greatimportance demands.
And we pat it to our rénders and ask in all seriousness, which
of themn, or what len persons. amongst them are so satisfied, and
from examinalion, that death-punishments are lawful and right
under the. Chnstlnn dispensation, that they would be willing as
rudmduals to mcur the responsrbrlxty ol‘mﬁrctmg them. IIere is
a case in pomt " Upon the introduction of Christianity in ‘the
South Seas it became desirable to. abolish all their pagan laws and
customs, and’ 10 adoptn new ‘code of laws consonunt with the
christian religion. . The mtssxonenes were consulted on the ocea-
sion. _ ** Whnt pumshmont wns to be awnrded to tho crime: of
marder 7’ The London mrssmnarres. it may be presumed had
left the land. oftherr fatheis prejudiced in favour of denth-pumsh—
ments But now 1fsuch pumshments are nnposed it must be by
As wise, consrderntetmen they held a long consultation on the
The result of their deliberate inquiry is given in Ellis’s
Polynesian Researchies. We quote the passage in full :—In the
first law prohibiting murder and every species of infanticide, the
penalty annexed to its commission, instead of being death, is
banishment for life to Palmerston’s, or some other uninhabited

subject.

tion. We were convinced, that if, under any circumstances,
man is justified in the infliction of death, itis for murder alone;
but gz examination of those parts of the Bible whtch are general-
ly supposed to, authorize ‘this pumshment, DID NOT FIX ON, US
THE IMPRESSION THAT THE ALMIGHTY HAD DELEGAT-

FD 'I'O MAN 'L’HE RIGHT OF DELIBERATELY DESI‘ROYING

A HUMAN BEING, EVE\T FOR THIS CRIME. - In our vrev(s

mistaken ; hat in reference to. the great prmcrples on whlch pul
Tic Justrce is admmlstered the plan - recommended appeered in
c.very respect. preferable. Deeth is not rnﬂrcted ‘even on’ the
murderer, from motives of retaliation or vevenge ; and if it be
considered thut his life is_forfeited, and is taken to expiate his
crime, the satisfaction which the injured party derives from such
expiation must be of a very equivocal kind. At.the same time,
the vary execution of the sentence imparts to the executioner
somewhat of the character of an avenger, or excites the ap-
prehension that it is done under the influence of irritated and vin-|[>
dictive feelings.

s«'Fhe great design of capital, and even other pumshments, is
the security of society, and the grevention of crime. The death
of the criminal preserves society, from any future injury by his
means ; and the fatal punishment inflicted, . it is presumed, will
deter others from the .commission of similar offenges. - The secu-
rity of the community’ from all future’ vlolntion or outrage, is
certainly obtained- by the death of: the cnmmnl but experience
and observation nbundently demonstrate the inadaquacy of public
executions to restrain from the ‘most appulhna deeds. . Every repe-
tition of the-awful. spectacle appears to. diminish- its horrific cha-
rncter, until those hebltuated o t‘elony become familiar with lts
heaviest pynishment. The principdl end ofpubllc executions is
thus del‘euted and the general tone of public feeling lowered, and
that which was designed to be the. most effectual moral barrier, is
at lenvth converted intq an occasion, or sounht for as an | oppor tu-
nity for the commission of crime. By recommending the omission
of capital pumshments, -we avmdod this evil. - The. existence of a
number of islands uninhabited, but cnpnble of cultivation, and,

from the cocoa-nut trees growmw on their borders, apd the fish
to be found near their shores, capable of furnishing the means of
subsistence, and yet too remote to allow of the convicts returning,

or proceeding to any other island in any vessel they could. construct,
appeared to afford the means of dnswering every end of public
justice. The commanity would be as safe from future injury, as
if the offender had been executed ; and we had a firm convictiop,
that a life of perpetual solitude, and necessary labour, would be
regarded by many as more . intolerable and, appalliog than speedy
death.”

We have introduced. this .citation for tvo reasons :——ﬁrst,7t0
shew that the Bible is not so clear in favour of death-punishments
as the popular opinion would - lead. us to conclude; and second,
to prove that few individuals can be so certain of the lawfulness
of such punishments as to be willing to become responsible for
their infliction,  Assuming, however, the propriety of killing for
murder, yet we think that private executions would be more bene-

ﬁcml to society than public ones. We have observed with . plea-

ation, revelline and crime.
R D

island. This was in consequence of our particular recommenda-

}sure that penple are becoming more and more commced, that
public executions are of petuicious tendency. In this we smcerely
rejoice, because we have long been of the opmmn, that such
lscenes tend'to harden the hearts of men, and that, mstead of bemg
means o(' reformation or prevention, they are, in fact, means of"
multrplymv crimes. If the malefactor at the gallows, drsplays a
remarkable share of hardihood and bravery, glorying in his feats
of mischief and desprsmer the terrars of death, others of srmrlar
drsposmons are emboldened to- pursue thesr career ofcnme, hop-
ing that in case of detection, they also-shall die heroes. On the
other hand, if the crm)m.tl appears truly pemtent and humble, he
naturally interests the feelings of ‘spectators in his favor, and’ -
against the laws which will not suffér even the penitent offender
to live. In either case, public executions tend; as we beheve, to -
defeat the object proposed by human punishments, the: preven-
tion of crime. Let the hanging of a criminai be: performed in
private, and the parads of public executivns be wholly set aside.
Let the. Chief Magistrate, of the state, the Chiel Justice of the
.court, the Hrg,h Sheriff of the county, and one drstmamshed mi- o
mster of the gospel, be the anly persons to” attend an _execation.
Thts would render the scene truly solemn aud efl‘ecunn‘ ; 1twould '
gwe the cnmmul and all ptesent, an opportumty for serrous re~
fections, nnd would probably lead to favorable results
a plan of thiis desctiption, be established by law,‘ we. stronuly
suspect that not meny executions would ocear, . before 2 more
excellent way than killing would earnestly be- sought for. the dis—
posal of criminals and the preventrou of crimes. To. take human

rhfe, under such crrcumstances, would not be found a lrrvht thing ;

andsuch.officers ‘as have been named, if good men, would not,
we believe, be easily persuaded to perform the task a second time.
Yet how muchto.be preferred is such a private, solemn scene, to
a public execution, accompanied as it usually is, with frolic, dissi-
We may probably, at some fature
time, revert to the inefficiency of capital punishments.

Tre Ivpraws.—The nall of “the Nova Storia PHILAN-
THROPIC SocieTY for ml'ormatron as to the nnmbers, trrbes,
situation,’ and present condition of the’ .ﬂborzemes of this Pro-
vince, with a2 view to some eﬁ'ectrve system of relief, ‘has awa-
kened within us emotions not of the most pleasu rable kind.” ‘We ™.
are glad to, find Nova Scotrans alive to a's6nse, of therr 1mpenous ;
duty, but, we are also sorry, deeply sorrv thut the_
dmon of the. Abonbmes of’ thig. country, demand‘ auc 3
sition.’ From time xmmemonal were the Indmns alwuys debu‘ ed,
mrserahle, forlorn’ 1 we' mrstake not, Hrstory rephes in the.
negative, Once they had an sbundance ‘wherewith to’ supply
their wants, and by those who are well acquamted with the true
character of the Indians, it is admitted; that they were peaceable,
sociable, obliging, charitable, and hOsprtable, among themselves.
In their ordinary intercourse they were studious to’ oblige each
other. They did not wraungle or fight, but lived as peaceably to-
gether as any people on earth. To the eye of the moral artist,
how-dark is the pictare which they now present ' Of all misera-
ble objects they appear to be the most miserable. With but few
redeeming traits, they are sunk to the lowest state of degradation,
and the whole tribe is drsnppeurmn fast asthe leaves of Autumn.
And does the ph#tanthropist enquire the cause? Alas! truth as-
signs it to their contact with civilized persons, to their contact
with: Christians. Itisa’ startling fact; but one we beliove which
cannot be successfully denied, that their connezion with profess-
ed Christians has br ought the Indians io their present deplorable
state Apart from experrence there would ‘seem no ground for
supposing that the establishment of - a civilized commumty in the‘ -
tmmedrate nerahbourhood of a snvave ‘race, would be myunons to
the latter. - We might rather be led to'suppose that the ‘reverse
would be the case,—that the uncmhzed tnbes would be cradnnlly
weaned from their barbarous -practises, " and that, convinced by
daily observation ‘of -the superior advantages of steady mdustry,
and. of regulated habits, they would relinquish the usages to-
which they had been.accustomed, and gradually conformv.them--
selvesto the more. elevated standard before them. It requires,
indeed,a very large and comprchensive deduction from undoubted
facts, to assure ourselves that this is not the case, and when even
the. actual operation of the colonies of civilized nations upon the
uncivilized races within whose territories they are established has
been clearly shown, we are irresistibly led to wonder at facts so
smgulur and alarming. There are those, however, who maintain
that it is the destiny of the coloured races to be corrupted and de-
stroyed by white people. According to such persons, the efforts
of philanthropy are only putting off for a time the day of evil
things. But, we ocannot admit it to be an inevitable result with-

|{out denying the capacity for intellectnal, moral and social pro-

gress of all but those races who have already attained civilization.
In the First Report of the.Brilish and Foreign JAborigines Socie-
1y, 1838, wa find a most wise and,: valuable declaration in favour
of British colonization—not indeed as now managed, but such as it
may become. * It seems to be an opinion founded rather on expe-
rience,’ says the Report, ¢ than on any. essential principle in the
nature of the case, that the coloured races must inevitably perish
as civilization and - Christianity advance. Whatever past- facts.

Should o



