‘come from a grea} dnf\ancc, and who often
find théir account in amufing their rolers
with pleafing tales ; which, the more
wonderful they are, with the greater avi-
dity they are fwallowed.
of _thefe falfe reports is Snithe depraved

difpofition of  mankind whe are prone to-
impofs as much as they can on the credu-

lity of the weak and fimple.  Admiting it
to be true, that the Romans introduced
into their public fpeQacles 4 great number
of lions, which, indeed. they might eafily
.colledt from thc extenfive trafls of country
they poffeiled in Africa and Afia, yet it

never cun be confonant either with truth-
or probability, that armies of lions fhould " -
“bo found in thefe quarters. of the - globe,”

where only, according to the very probable
pofition, of M. de¢ Buffon they exifl.

that when a later writer, the Abbé de Ma- g

net, in his defeription of the northern

parts’ of  Africa, affirmsy that (the fame’

kind of tinn is likewife found in America,
we may (afely confider this merely at a
Kafly ‘afferticn, which is not warranted
cither by the authority ‘of others or his
own experience ; indeed, this:
teftimony.is much to be credited when he
informs .us, that. thé * negroes in. the

northern parts of Ajrica, are ufed to catch’
lions in pits, but d0 not dare to eat-any of'

the fleth, Tor fear left the other lions thoald
be revenged on them.”
"however 3 have not found the Hottentots,

or inhabitants of the (oothern parts of A-

frica, requally fuperftitious, as they told
me, that thcy cat the flefh of ‘lions, and'

looked uponiitto be both good and whole.”

fome, They likewife informed mé, that
the lions as well as the hyanas, had been
formerly much-bolder than they are ‘at

prefent, as they ufed to feize them atnight, |
at -

and carry them offfrom their cottages :
the fame time they affured me, that a3 lion,
that had once tafted. human flefh ‘would

never after, if he could help ity prey ‘upon’,
‘Thay added,.that for-the fame -

any other.
reafon, they were obhgcd to’ fix, benches

up in frees to ‘fleep on; fo that ‘they
~colild not fo xcadny be caught unawares:by

the lions, and might' likewife the eafier .
defend themfelves, vvhen thcy \vcre attack- -

cd by them,
So thar, in faf, they were. obhged 1o

acknowledge, that ‘with, tlic. affiftance of

-thz Chriftians and-their, ﬁre-arms,«they are

much.lefs expofed-to the: ravages of this -
fierce animal 3 whiley on the other hand;
1 could not but agree with-them,. thartha‘

colonifts: themfelves were a-much” greater
fecurge to them than all the wild beafts of

their: counny put’ together ;- as. the' Hot-‘

_tentot natlons, fince the'arrival of ‘the.col

Another fource:

‘ chace.
author’s’

- I this particulary -

lomﬂs xn H\iS‘—part of thg world lmve~;

s ".Nataral H::/lérj of L’_io;z‘:;.;. : 83

found themfclves redvced 1o a much’ rarat
rower fpacein their pofieflions, ‘nd*thexr
numbers very much decreafed,” .

In thefs  times, at leag}, the lion does‘

not willingly. attack: any ammal openly,
unlefs provoked, : or. extremely hungry ER

prey, is almoQl always-to fpring-orthrow:

himfelf on it, with one vaft leap from -the!

placeof his concealment ;. yet if he chanai |
- €es to mifs his feap, he will nor,.
~ Hottentots unanimoufly affured’ me, fol-:
_low-his prey any further ; but, as though:

"as -the!

he were athamed, turning round. towards:
the place where he lay in ambufh, flowly,
and flep by fiep, as it were, meafures. the:

““exal length between the two . . points, in-.
order to. find how -much too fhort of,wr:

beyond the matk he had ‘taken his. Icap.‘
One of thefe animals; howcver, was - once:

in which latter cafe ha is faid - to fedr no
danger, and -to be repetied by no refiftahice.:
‘The method in which the lion takes hist.

known to puriue- the elk autclope with: .

the greateft cdgemefs and . ardour,’ with.:

outany onc getting to fec the end of the' .
Iv is fingular, that the foxes lin: -

Europe, according to M. Couonn’s ‘Rift.
Nouv, de 1'Unlvers, tom, iv. p. 20«

and their prey has gor away -from them,
meafure the length of their- leap, in the:-
fame manner as thelion does. - - " :'r;

.when they haveleaped fhort of their mark’n

1t is pamcularly near.rivers and fpnng”,‘ :

that the lion finds it beft anfwers his-puf-

pofey to lie in wait, . Any animal what-
ever thac is obliged to go.thither-in:crder:

to quench his thirft, is in ddnger, tan guar: -

caris ad Nilum, of . becommg ‘a viftim: tor
the irrefiflible powcr of thu blood: Llurﬂyz
tyrant, .

It fhould fcem, that in cafc gazels, anc!

-oxhcr fuch anmimals, had fcent of:the:lionr
“when he was near them,. as ﬂrong as it -
appeared to “be- in' my horfes; and: oxeny

they might eafily-avoid the danger. :1dor

not Know how the fa& really ffands ;: but-
it'is poffible that the lion, like the {portfs,
- mén of thisvcountry;y may know? fo.well
- how to chirafe the place-of its concealment,
that the wind may drive its effluvia from

the fide wherice- it m:ght' be pcrcewed by"

its prey.. o s
- F ollowmg\thc example of other trwc!-

< lers in fuch <ras- of this part of Afiica’as™

are mfcﬂed by lions, wé always-taok: :the

‘precaution:to make loud, -cracks withiour -
large ox-wh;p, whenever we Were:going
-to'pafs -a river, . Thefe cracks ofva . -whip;
whu:hf in fadt,! make a louder noife, anda "
. greates vxbranon iniithe aif-than. the difz
* charge from.a’ pxﬁo!, fiay, are heard much:
farthier-than the report of a gun, is-looked
upen as uwery efhcamous method of _fga-,j



