
A BIRD TROGLODYTE

Y~~~~ to eject minute ti~l f su h
idea ks, secninfigl1y , tok cuiit thle aert
straighit inwards, anid in every-N Caise
sloping up to guard against the risýk

of floodinig. 110WCeer, ani easy\
winiding of the tunniel is comimoil t>

0 avoidi roots oir stones lto large to
handie, pebhbles fil- to two 0t1nLes r
being dug and pushed ouit. Th ie

work k ihed, under ordinr cr
cumflS t anficeS, in four or five dav.s,
and a tunnel and a cave-home thiree
or four feet deep Mi the solîdi earth
1_ the resi1t, These honmes are as

IYÂ, skilfully and securely sappied a'ý any
earth dwvelling of' the anicient PICts
or the more modern retuiges oif Lady
,mtI and Malýfeking.ý

à ~Our birds' domlestic airranigemientsý
are carried on so comipletely in the

dark that littie can lie said abouit
them, but by the miiddle of Midy fourt
or five extremiely fragile eggs miay
be found, wîth fine \%hile ,,hells.

having a delicate roseate hue when full. They ;ire slightly enilarged and fiat-

tened at one end, perhaps as a provision againist the chance of a pushNl and moll

out down the tunnel. Towards the end of the mionth the younig begin to appear

at the gallemy mouths, to look out oin the wvorld. One unitowavýrd resit that

awaits them was indicated at the beginning of this

article. Another of their dangers to life cornes f'rom

pîratical crows, which at this season may be seen in

parties watching on the cliff-tops to snap up any un-

wary innocent, but once fairly latinched on the air

their risks are small. A close observer miay catch

the parent bird feeding the young upo-n the wnas

they flash by, and their nurture is so soon completed ç

that it is common for the old birds to raibe two ,

broods in a season.
Our delicate littie friend so well guarded by its

habits from, Ilravenîng" tooth and claw%, and wvith a

nest construction so well fitted to mneet extremes of

temperature, fares bravely in the struggle for exist-

ence, and finds safe breeding grouinds in aIl parts of

the northern haîf of the world. None of the mnier-
ous. and very varÎed order of Passemines to %%hich it

belongs, can compare with ià in the enormious range

of its settiements, though that order includes more
than haîf of aIl living birds. It is found on Melville
Island far into the Arctic Ocean. It swammns in the


