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, -Thc oar’ of commerce was: phed mtl) reJoubled wgnur and the
- implements’ of agriculture found employment in every hand. " Trade, in -
all'its depaltments, ﬂounshed wrth a:rapidity. which’ soon. placed - all
~former e\amples beyond the' pos ibility of. comparison. . .The fur trade, -
: p'zrtxculnr)y, which always found its safest and most valuable; ‘depdt in
s Montreal, was resumed with'a spirit*and .enterprise of the most pro--
. mising character; ‘and, thou[,h it:must be admitted that the endeavours,
™ whxch weré-made'b Y. the. commercial inhabitants of the city.to penetrate
‘into the Indian territories,; and - bring-the nitives into: a.regular system'
. of tm‘ﬁc with them,’ were ‘frequently attended.with consequences both-
- pernicious to the trade and unfortunate to individuals ; yet the:indefa-
. tigable exertions and invincilile ;perseverance of some undausted indi-
. viduals setved, in a very few years,: to.place this important branch of
- commerce’ on "that. lasting - and.: respcctahle«f‘ootmg ;whieh it has since
. attdined. *Ie'was durifig : thxs period, ‘that  tle: merchants .of Canada
. .énpaged inthis trads;’ began to’ discover: the necessity of _conjoining
‘their several interests, in order to- “enable . them- to pursue the ‘traffic
“. with’ glcater ccrtamty -of ultimate success. -, This Junctmn, formed with
.- degree of energy and liberality highly hanoumble to the mdmduals
.concerned, gave being to ‘the North-West Company, : which has since
gcame so conspicuous in the local as well as commercial. ‘history.of the
y.-“All those animosities which are mseparab]e from commercial
rivalship, and which’ ight, have “fovmerly, existed ainonigst: the” persong
‘engaged in- this: trade, now! totally disappeared ;:and their complete
xclusion froni the concerns.of the ‘company, contubuted .more;than
' ircumstance;-to ‘thie fair den]mg and ‘general’ good conduct -
f: ‘the’ country partners, and to the' integrity and respectabﬂny of'those ..~
“jn’the-town. " It was' thus’ that Montri l,recewed its primary_character
. for commercial improvement.” Its'céntral situation in. Canada rendered
‘it of equal importance’in forwarding the various views of* commercial
‘men throughout the country. Stmngers ‘and foreigners already began
o logk upon it as: Lhe ‘only place whence: the:whole trade, of Canada,
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: ey fail to ¢ .an advantoge as;
cxrcumstances'could admit,’of the. pr ospect which was ‘thus opened up;
ise of those Judxcmus measiires. wnh hich. it is impos- -
e »tha. @ natxon can be great or«a‘pmple conténted. < The Minj




