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CHARITY.

In the hour of keenest sorrow,

In the hour of deepest woe,
Whait not for the coming morrow,
T'o the sad and suftering go.
Make it thy sincerest plensure

To administer relief,—
Freely opening thy treasure
T'o assuage a brother's grief.

Go, and seek the orphan sighing,—
Seek the widow in her tears ;
As on Merey’s pinjons flying,
Go, dispel their darkest fears ;
Seek the stranger, sad and weary,
Pass not on the other side,
Though the task be sad and dreary,
Ileeding not the scorn of pride.

‘Go, with manners unassuming,
In a meek and quiet way—
Q’er the fallen ne’er presuming,
Though thy brother sadly stray,
*T'is a Saviour's kind compassion—
*I'is his righteousness alone,
All unmerited salvation
‘T'hat around Tuy path has shone.

Wheun thy heart is warmly glowing,
With the sacred love of prayer,

Be thy works of kindness flowing
Not as with a miser’s care ;

Doty e'er should be thy watchword,
Pity drop the balmy tear,

Always toward the fellen cherish
Sympathy and love sincere.

A PLAIN LETTER.

[From Junathan Farr's Plain Leltere.)

Dean Sir—TI find that you have, for some
time, been halting between Unitarianism and
Trinitartanism.  When [ conversed with you,
you seemed to have many fears, doubts and
scruples.  You knew not what wasright, and
what you should believe.

Now let me tell you, you have not faken a
right course to remove your doubis and anxie-
ties, You have not repaired to the wroper
source. You have heen swayed too much hy
earthly motives. You have consulted yvour
own feelings, ease and worldly interest. You
have regarded the opinions and assertions of
frail, arrogant and bigoted men, rather than
Ahe word of God. 11 you teally love God, you
will love the Bible betier than any other book
1f you desire the truth, asitis in Jesus, you
will learn of Jesus himself, 1f you would
follow the teachings of the Scriptures, you
would feel no hesitation about giving up the
-doctrine of the Trinity, Neither the word,
nor the doctrine is found expressly and plainly
in the Bible, which ought to contain the re-
ligion of Protestants. The Seriptures teach us
1o ask the Father for the holy  spirit; not o
say, O God, the Holy Ghost! ’l'{\ey {each us
to ask the Father in the name of Christ—to
do all things in the name of the Lord Jesus ;
giving thanks to God, even the Father by
him ; not tosay, O God, the Son. They teach
us to do every thing to the glory of God the
Trather; not to talk 'of paying equal and un-
divided honors to the triune God.

You spoke of ihe beginning of the first
chapter of John’s gespel. But did not your
conversation seem {o cast a dishonorable re-
flection on the evangelist? You will insinuate
that he contradicted himself. He tells you
near the end of his gospel, which doctrine he
professed to teach concerning Cinist.  IHe
_tells you plainly, thatthese things are written,
that you may helicve that Jesus is the Christ,
the Son of God ; not the opposite doctrine.

And admitting that you eannot understand
other passages, this declaration ought to silence
and satisfy you. If you put any confidence
in the apostle, you must believe that even
could you understand these dark places per-
feetly, they would not contradict this positive
assertion, ¢ these things are written that ye
might believe &c. and that believing, ye
might have life through his name.> Yes, he
speaks of this view of the character of Christ,
as a live-giving faith; these considerations
ought to set your doubts at rest. The apostle
Paul seems to say that Christis equal to God
but still he speaks of every thing’s heing done
to the glory of the Father ; and Chyist himself,
when charged with making himself equal with
. God, refutes the charwe, and disclaims any
such pretensions. The word ¢equal? in
Philip, 6, does not mean a perfect equality in
every respect; it would be better rendered
likeness, or resemblance, here. 1 will quote
only three passages, which it seems lo me,
are of themselves ennugh to silence the fears
and doubts of any rational and pious mind.
The apostle gays—¢ It is manifest that he

(God) is excepted, which did put all things
underhim.? 1 Cor. xv. Christ says, I can
do nothing of myself. My Father is greater
than : my Father is greater than ail.>  The
Father says, ¢ This is iy beloved Son.? It
seems to me, that you would show both your
wisdom and piety by rteceiving these and
similar instructions, to the rejeetion of strange
and opposing doctrines, taught by fallible men.
1 would recommend books, which treat on
these subjects; but you ohserved, you had
little time toread. Thope, however, that you
are not.so immersed in the caresof the world,
but that you can read some in your Bible,
every day, and that you devote the sabbath
to moral and religious improvemant and to the
worship of God. I saw Calvinistic and Trin-
itanan papers and tracts in your house. I
you can read them, why can you not read on
the other side 7 Is yours one of those houses,
where any thing can be iolerated but Unitari-
an Christianity ? where he, who, by the laws
of nature, of nations, and of God, should bLe
the head, is in fact, the most abject thing be-
onging to the fumily ?

T'think I discover where your difficalty
lies. You arc glavishly afraid of your wite,
who shows her religion by ascuming an
authorily, wiich both the Cld Testament and
the New would tell her, would he have re-
spect to 2if God's commaindmenis, is improper
and usirped ! Slavishly afraid of your wife,
whose isnoranee of the doctiines is as great as
her prejudice aeainst them! You are afraid
for your money. It would cost you some
time, trouble, and money, if you adopted the
Unitarian fuith.  You are afraid of some offi-
cious friends and neighbors, whoze {2
pends upen your subimnission to them in your
religions seatiments.  You may think me

severe 3 but [ suspect it isoniy the severily of

truth, when 1 say, you seem tolove the praise,
and dread the censure of men, more than you

love the praise, and dread the displeasure of

Goil

If you would be « Christian, go to Christ, in
his gospel, for doctrines and precepts,  Study
the scriptures without fear of man.

If you have had the folly or misfortune, to
be disturbed or perplexad by ‘I'rinitarians;
have the courage and honesty now to listen
with equal candor to the arguments of Uni-
tarians ; and oh! consider, that it is gospel
truth, that it is the truth as it is in Jesus,
which you want, to make you holy and free;
and that the fashions and opinions of this
world are swiftly passing awey !

Your wife may be offended at what Thave
said in regard to her.  Iam confident she wili
see the time, either in this world or the next,
when she will acknowledge, that my renroof,
though pointed, was just.  Tnwhat way, many
wives can reconcile their conduct towards
their husbands, with their marriage vows,
with their belief in revelation, and their pro-
fessions of godliness, I know not. If they would
read their Bible, they would find some precepts
especially addressud to them, 1o which they
have not paid that solemnattention, reasonably
expected from those, who trust they are born
of the Sprit. 1 know this is a delicate sub-
jeets but T know, also, that there is often a
false delicacy abont it, if religion is true. How
muchof this sin [ am alludingto, will be laid
to the charge of those religious teachers, who
have encouraged it either through a gross iz-
norance, or ambition, [ am not to say. That
you may belong to the household of faith, is
the sincere desire of your friend.

HUMAN DEPRAVITY.

DY EDWARD @, SEWALL.

* ¢ * The Seriptures afford vs a far dif-
ferent view of human nature from that pre-
sented by the doctrine we bave attempted
to refute.  They everywhare take it for
aranted, that a man is a simer only through
his own act and choice. ¢The soul that
siuneth, it shall die.  The son shall not
bear the iniguity of the father. The right-
vousness of the righteous shall be upon him,
and the wickedness of the wicked shall be
upon him. Lvery tree is known Ly its oun
fruit. He that commillelh sin, trangresseth
the Jaw., Know ye not that to whom ye
vield yourselves servanisto obey,his servants
ye are 10 whom ve obiey; whether of sin
unto death, or of obedience unto righteous-

ness.  He that doeth rightecusness iy
righteous.?

The saered volume contains many severe
Rebukes pointed atoffenders.  Dut rebuke is
unjust where the offence could not be aveid-
ed, and is the consequence of something
else, and not our own choice- .

There are also numerous pathetic Lo
mentations and Remonsirances addressed in
the name of God, to his erring creaturus.
“Turn ye from your evil ways, and keep
my commandments. Turn ye, for why will
ye die? What could I have done more for
my vineyard that I have not done? Hdw
often would T have gathered thy children
together, us a bird gathereth her brood under
hier wings, and ye would not. O that thou

hadst known ! My people will not consider!

Now such lunguase as this, is mere mock-
ery of human woe, unless it was by their
own conduet the guilt lamented was incur-
red, and unless they had power to do other-
wise. Why lament an evil which he him-
sell had caused, by bringing them into the
world with a depraved nature, and which
none but he can ever cure? It s impos-
sible to reconcile these expostulations with
the idea, that, at any moment, the occaston
might Instantly iave been removed by the
Divine power, and that without a speeial
interposition on the part of God, there was
no possibility of its removal.  We ouzht to
constder them as sincere 5 and if we doy we
must eonclude that the people concerned
them had been the authors of their own
fuin, and always possessed the ability to
prevent it.

The Bible abounds with Precepis. For
whom ? A being, who, by his nuture, is
utterly unable to observe them ?

‘The views of future Relribution, ¢xhibited
i the same voluine, are somany contradic—"
tions to native depravity. We are taucht
that we shall be judmed by our dreds.  And
they ouly, who have done evil, shallariseto
condemnation.  But what influence have
our deeds upon that sentence, which was
passed ages ago on the whole race, and by
whieh we are € liable to the pains of hell 272
The judgment is already completed, when
we begin the race of life, and cammot be re-
verzed by all we muy perform.  Isihis be-
ing revvarded aceording to our deeds ?

Al men are represented as alike in-

2d in the blessings of Cluistianity, and

z are accordingly add
all with the vame earnestness.  Jesus knew
what was iu man, both our strength and our

- He was without guile. e
¢ the truth. 1, then, these calls
gooduess ware not desigued for
every one’s acceptance, or if none had
power to comply with them, would he not
have said s0? He might have lamented
our blindness, but he could not have asked,
“‘Why even of yourselves judge ye not
whatisright??  He mizght have been anx-
wus for our unbelief, but conld not have
iquired, ¢ Why do yve not believe 7 He
uight have exhorted us 1o wait patiemtly for
the coming of the Holy Ghosty but couid not
have upbraided us for a guilt which that
coming only could terminute. He might
have expatiated on the miseries of our con-
dition, but could not have held up the pro-
mises which concerned none but the ¢leet,
1o o dying world 5 thus adding fresh anguish
to thieir helpless woes.

But we are nof taught in the New Testa-
ment that eur nature is depraved.  Our Lord
once exclaimed, ¢ How can ye believe, who
seek honor aue of another,” but never,
‘llow cun ye believe, who were altogether
born in sins<’ He uniformly aseribes the
rain of the wicked to their own immediate
fault, and not to any foreign cause, least of
all to one prior 1o their existence, Thore
are no words in the Bible, by which a bure
statement of the doetrine we oppose, ean be
made out with even a show of fairness.
From a few pagsages it has been extorted,
however; amd the candid reader of Scrip-
ture may ju-tly express surprisa at the man-
ner in which a sentiment, so inconsistent
with its whole spirit and instructions, has
been drawn from it.  As I have before ob-
served, most of the passazes relied upon in
the arsument, contain vivid and striking
deseriptions of the vices of pasticular men,
communitics, or generations. Some only
declare the gencraltrath, “There isnoman
that liveth and sinneth not.>  And scarce
one can, even by force, be made to allude
to human nature itself, abstractly con-
sidered.

Three {exts are cited always on this occa-
sion ; and they are all which 1 shall now
notice ; both necause the mode of interpreta~
tion which applies to these may apply to
every other which is referred to, and becanse
the constant use of these, shows the dearth of
good proof sufliciently to indicate the weak-
ness of the cause they are supposed to estab-
lish.

One of these passages lies in the 5lst
Psalm. David is there giving utterance to
some very strong emotions of his heart, excited
hy the recolicetions of his own crimes. Thie
whole piece isan exercise of private, personal
devotion, and thould be interpreted as such,
Shall we take up his words and analyze them,
as if they were the language, net of emotion,
but cold philosophy 2 Shall we read his
Psalm as a leclure, instead of an humnble
prayer of private penitence? 1f any one
snpposes David designed to be understood
literary, when he says, ‘I was shapen in in-
iquity,’ then let him be consistent, and equally
fiteral in such sentences as the following:
“'I'he wicked go astray as soon as they are
born, speaking lies,> That is, infants speak as
soon as they come into the world, and they
speak lies too. ¢ Rivers of water run down
mine eyes,’ Ilere you may imagine his
cheeks two channels or beds of rivers, ¢ Purge
me with hyssop.”” That is, take the herb
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hyssop and cleanse me, ¢ Break the teath of
the young lions? ¢ There is no soundness in
my flesh, becanse of my sins,> Itis easily
seen to what absurdities we are led by this
mode of interpretation; yet no reason exists
for applying it to the words of the penitential
hymn, which does not equally require its use
in those just recited. The trath is, all these
passages are properly regarded as the expres-
sions which naturally sugeest themselves to
the mind of an Oriental poct, in a state of
strong cntotion 3 but not as literal representa~
tions of fact or opinion.

Eplesiuns ii. 3, is another text much
relied upon in this argnment. ¢ And werg,
by nature, children of wrath,even as others.?
To whom is this =aid 2 ‘T'o persons recently
converted from ddolalry ; who had, iu times
past, ¢ walked according to the prince of the
power of the air, who were Gentiles in the
flesh, and aliens from the commonwealth of
Israel.?  This henthenish state with its at-
tendant vices, Paul contrasts with the con-
dition into which Christianity had brought
them. The phrase, ¢ by nature,” oceurs in
aunother Epistle, in a manner which illus-
trates its meaning here. ¢ We, who are
Jews by naiure, and not sinners ofthe Gen-
tiles.”  Now it is certain, Panl does not in-
tend their nature as human beings, for that
is peculiar 1o no nation, and makes us sim-
ply men, not Jews nor Gentiles.  The latter
clause proves that we are to understand the
tormer thos, if any proof were needed. For
sin, as an attribute of wman, is surely not
fimited by mnational divisions, and the
phruse, ‘sinners of the Gentiles? would
have no sense, if we did not kuow that by
this title, the Jews were accustomed to dis-
tinguish idoluters from their own people.
To be a Jew by nature, iz 1o be ane by
parentage, educution, and aflinity.  <Child-
ren of wrath, children of disobedience,® we
tenns sioniticant of the actual churacter of
those to whom they apply, a character ac-
quired by themselves, when they ‘gave
thamselves over to the lascivionsness, imd
walked according to the course of this world.?
So Peter styles similar characters, ¢ carzed
children, ndicating their lability to punish-
ment for their vices.  And, in Lke maunuer,
virtuous Christians walk as ¢ children of the
light.* 1l auy une prefers tounderstand the
Apostle as  wtlinning that the Ephesians
were proper subjects of divine wrath, on ac-
count of their birth simply, without any re~
sard to their own sulsequent conduct, he
may enjoy his opinion. - But he mirns aside
entirely from the urgument of the writer, to
hang a foud nolion of his own upon the
naked words.

The only remaining passage I shall notice,
lies in the Fpistle to the Cornthiuns. ¢ The
natural man receiveth not the things of the
spirit of God,> A wrong translation aione,
occasions the least mistake here  The Greek
word does not signily what the English term
implies  Its true meaning is expressed in
Jude xix, ¢sensual’  So also in Jamesiii. 15,
tsensual? is the rendering. 1t is found in
three places in this Lpistle besides the passage
just quoted. Paul, speaking of the human
frtame, says, it is ¢ sown a nutural body.? He
means, ¢ a fleshly hody.” This expresses his
sentiment more clearly ; {or ¢ flesh and blood
cannot inherit the kingdom.” The Apostle in
the chapter containing the words under dis-
cussion, declares, respecting the future happi~
ness of the good, that feye hath nol seen the
things which God hath prepared for them that
love him, but God hath revealed them unto us
by his Spirit. In reference to the same things,
he afterwards says,the natural or sensual man,
he wheo is immersed in sengual indulgences,
recciveth not the things of the Spirit of God;
that is, the things which he hath revealed
unto us by the Spivit. ¢ They ave foolishness
unto him’ Why ? Because spivitual joys,
the bliss of virtue, has no charms for the sen~
sualist. ¢ Neither can he know them.> Why 7
¢ Because they are spiritually discerned.? They
are of a purely intellectnal and spiritual na-
ture ; they are not to be understood or vatued
by one whose gross mind is bound to the earth,
and who has never experienced a felicity
which has no relation to the gratifications of
sense, His moral perceptions and taste are
blunted, obscure, perverse.  Ile sees no at-
tractions in the prospect of a happiness,whose
nature hie cannot comprehend,—whose worth
he is incapable of appreciating. Let his mind
be spiritualized---let it be restored to purity
and virtue, he will ther discern spiritual
things.

The mind of man is capable of strange
things, and many an honest soul has travel-
led to heaven by a most circuitous route.—
Rev. Dr. Gunnell.
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